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See here the Wonder of the Britiſh Land, 
Whoſe various Life doth juſt Surprize command; 
From Tyburn freed by her indulgent Fate, 

Sh' attain'd a wealthy and a worthy State; 
So juſt is what's proverbially ſaid, 
None truly know their Fortune till they're dead: 
Kindly accept what yertuous doth appear, 
And at what's faulty be not too ſevere; 
But her laſt Hours, and pious Exit weigh, 
- © And, like hers, let your Evening crown the Day, 
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LIFE and AcTiIoONS 


Moll Flanaers. 


CONTAINING, % 


Her Birth and Education in Newpate ; her 


Ambition to be a Gentlewoman ; her be- 


ing taken into a Gentleman's Family ; her 


being debauch'd by her Maſter's Eldeſt Son, 
and married to the Younger; her Marriage 
to her-own Brother ; her going over with 
him to, and ſettling in, #irginia ; her Re- 
turn to England; her Marriage to an; High- 
wayman, who paſs'd for a Perſon of Qua- 
lity; her being reduc'd, and turning Thief; 
her taking ſome Plate from an Houſe on 
Fire; her turning Informer; her robbing 
in Man's Clothes; A ſingular Adventure 
that happen'd to her at Bartholomem- Fair; 
her being apprehended, committed to New- 


gate, try d, and caſt for her Life; her ob- 


taining Tranſportation; her meeting with 
her Quality-Husband in the ſame Condi- 
tion; her being tranfported with him; her 
ſecond Settlement, and happy Succeſs in 
Virginia, and Settlement in Ireland; her 
Eſtate, Penitence, Age, Death, Burial, 
Elegy, and Epitaph. 


Adorn'd with Cuts ſuitable to each Chapter. 
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CHAP. 1 


The Birth and Education of Moll Flanders in New- 

gate: Her ſtrowling about with Gypſies, who left. 
er to the Charge of a Pariſh at Colcheſter ix 

Eſſex, where /he was put out to a Nurſe: Her 
Ambition of being a Gentlewoman, before her 
Nurſe died, when ſhe was taken into à rich Gen- 
tleman's Famnly, and debauch d by ber Maſter 
GI... I 


5 true Name is ſo well known in the 
Recgrds, or Regiſters at Newgate; and 
in the Old-Baih, and there are ſome 
Things of ſuch Conſequence ſtill de- 
| pending there, relating to my particu- 
ar Conduct, that it is not to be expected I hould 
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1 Work, 3 


et my Name, or the Account of my Family to this _ 
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Work; perhaps after my Death it may be better 
known : It is enough to tell you, that as ſome of 
my worſt Comrades, who are out of the Way of 
doing me harm, having gone out of the World by 
the Steps, and the String, as I often expected to 
go, know me by the Name of Moll Flanders; ſo 
you may give one:Leave to ſpeak of my ſelf un- 
der that Name, till I dare own who I have been, 

as well as who I am. | [ej 
My Mother was convicted of Felony for a cer- 
tain petty Theft, in borrowing three Pieces of fine 
Holland, of a certain Draper in Cheapſide; but 
[ pleading her Belly, and _ found quick with 
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Child, ſhe was reſpited for about ſeven Months; 
in which Time having brought me into the World, 
and being about again, ſhe was call d down again 
to her former Judgment, but obtain d the Favour 
of being tranſported to the American Plantations, 
and left me about half a Year old, and in bad 
Hands you may be fure. | CORY 
Is I was born in ſuch an unhappy Place, I had 
. no Pariſh to have Recourſe to for my Nouriſhment 
in my Infancy; buta Relation of my Mother's, as a 
Nurſe, took me away for a while; after which I | 
! _ wandercd among a Crew of thoſe People they call 
g Gy pier, or Egyptians; but I believe it was but a 
ver} little while that I was with them, for I had 
not had my Skin diſcolourd, or made tawny, as 
5 they do very young to all the Children they carry 
| about with them. It was at Colcheſter in Eſſex 
that thoſe People left me, and being taken up hy 
{ - ſome of the Pariſh Officers of this Town, who 
'» Seeing I was too young to do any Work, being not 
above three Years old, Compaſſion mov'd the Ma- 
YL iftrates (when carried before them) to order ſome 
©: "Care to be taken of me; ſo I became one of their 
; ES 8 1 HP | Own 
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In the Proviſion they made for me, it was my 
good Hap to be put to a Nurſe, who was indeed 
poor, but had been in better Circumſtances, for ſhe 
had formerly had a little School, which the kept to 
teach Children to read and work; and having liv'd' 
before in this good Faſhion, ſhe bred up the Chil-: 
dren ſhe took with a great deal of Art, as well 
as with a great deal of Care: But that which was 


worth all the reſt, ſhe bred them up very religiouſly,” 


very houſewifely and clean, and very mannerty, 
with a good Behaviour, 25 | L 
I was continu'd here till I was eight Years old, 


when I was terrified: with News, that the Magiſ- 
trates had order'd that I ſhould go to Service; I was 


able to do but very little Service wherever I was to 


80, except it was to run of Errands, and be a 


rudge to ſome Cook-Maid, and this they told me 


of often, which put me into a great Fright; for Tt 


had a thorough Averſion to going to Service, as 
they call d it, that is, to be a Servant, tho I was 


ſo young; and I told my Nurſe, that I believ'd ! 


could get my Living without going to Service, if 


ſhe pleas d to let me; for ſhe had taught me to , 
work with my Needle, and ſpin Worſted; which is 


the chief Trade of that Town; and I told her, that 
if ſhe would keep me, F would work for her, and 
I would work very hard: I talk'd to her almoſt © 


every Day of working hard; and in ſhort, I did 


nothing but work and cry all Day, which griev'd ' 
the good kind Woman ſo much, that at laſt ſhe * 


began to be concern d for me, for ſhe lovd me 


very well, and bidding me not cry, ſhe ſaid ſhe 


| ; 
own, as much as if 1 had been born in the! 
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would ſpeak to Mr. Mayor, that I ſhould not go 


to Service till I was bigger. Well, this did nat 
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ſatisfy me, ſo that when the ſaw I was not 
_ cified yet, the began to be angry with me, ſay- 


ing, What would you have? Don't I tell you that 
you ſhall not go to Service till you you are bigger? 
Ay, ſays I, but then I muſt go at laſt: Why, What, 
ſaid ſhe, is the Girl mad? What, wou'd you be a 


Genrlewoman? Yes, ſays I, and cry d heartily, till I 


xoar'd out again. 
This ſet the old Gentlewoman a laughing at me, 


as you may be ſure it would: Well, Madam, For- 


ſooth, ſays ſhe, gibing at me, you would be a Gen- 
tlewoman; and pray how will you come to be a 
Gentlewoman ? What, will you do it by your Fin- 
gers Ends? Yes, ſays 1 again, very innocently ; in- 
ſomuch, that the good -motherly Creature ſeeing 
my Innocence, ſhe wept as faſt as I did, and pro- 
mis d that 1 ſhould live with her. 

Some time after this, going to wait on the Mayor, 


and talking of ſuch Things as belong d to her Bu- 


ſineſs, at laſt my Story came up, and my good 
Nurſe told Mr. Mayor the whole Tale. He was 
ſo pleas d with it, that he would call his Lady, 
and his two Dau hteis to hear it, and it made 
Mirth enough among them, you may be ſure. How- 
ever, not a Week had paſs d over, but on a ſudden 
comes Mrs. Mayoreſs, and her two Daughters to 
the Houſe to ſee my old Nuiſe, and to ſee her 
School, and the Children: When they had looked 
about em a little, Well, Miſtreſs, ſays the Mayoreſs 
to my Nurſe, pray which is the little Laſs that in- 


tends to be a Gentlewoman? I heard her, and I 


was terribly frightned at firſt, tho I did not know 
why neither; but Mrs. Mayoreſs comes up to me, 
Well, Miſs, ſays ſhe, and what are you at work 


upon? The Word Miſs was a Language that had 


hardly been heard in our School, and I wonder'd 
| * 5 what 
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what ſad Name it was ſhe call d me; however, I 
ſtool up, made a Curtſie, and ſhe rook my Work 
out of my Hand, look'd on it, and ſaid it was 
very well; then the took up one of my Hands, nay, 
fays the, the Child may come to be a Gentlewoman 
for ought any Body knows, ſhe has a Gentlewo- 


man's Hand, ſays the; but Mrs. Mayoreſs did not 


ſtop there, but giving me my Work again, ſhe 
E her Hand in her Pocket, and gave me a Shil- 
lung. 

After Mrs. Mayoreſs was gone, her two Daugh- 
ters came in, and they call'd for the Gentle woman 


too, and they talk d a long while to me, and J an- 
ſwer d them in my innocent Way; but always ik 


they ask d me whether I reſolvd to be a Gentle- 


woman, I anſwer'd, Yes. They were pleas d to be 


familiar with me, and likd my little Prattle, which 
it ſeems was agreeable enough to them, and they 


gave me Money too. : 


1 was now about ten Years old, and began to 
look a little womaniſh, for I was mighty grave 


and humble, very mannerly, and as I had often 
heard the Ladies ſay I was pretty, and would be a 


very handſbme Woman, ſo you may be ſure, that 
hearing them ſay ſo, made me not a little proud ; 
however, that Pride had no ill Effe& upon me yet, 
only as they aflen gave me Money, and I gave 
it my old Nurſe, who, honeſt Woman, was ſo-juſt 
to me, as to lay it all out again for me, and gave 
me Head-dreſſes, and Linnen, and Gloves, ant 
Ribbons, and I always went very neat and clean, 
for that I would do; and if I had Rags on, 1 
would always be clean, or elſe I would dabble 
them in Water my ſelf: And by that time T was 


twelve Years old, I did not onſ find my ſelf 
Cloaths, and paid my _ for my Keeping, (for 


3 | now 
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now I was not maintain'd by the publick Allow- 
ance) but got - Money in my Pocket too before- 


At laſt, one of the Ladies, who us'd to come to 
viſit the young Gentlewoman, took ſo much Fancy 
to me, that the did take me home to her Houſe 
Tor a Week, where I was ſo pleaſed with the 
yung Ladies, and they ſo pleas d with me, that 

had enough to do to come away, and they were 
as unwilling to part with me: However, I dil 
come away, and about the time that I was four- 
teen Years and a Quarter old, my good old Nurſe 
tell ſick and died. I was now frightned cut of 
my Wits almoſt, and knew not what to do; for 
I was, as it were, turn'd out of Doors to the wide 
World; I was now a poor Gentlewoman indeed, 
having not ſo much as a Lodging to go to, or a 
bit of Bread to eat: But it ſeems ſome of the 
Neighbours, who had known my Circumſtances, 
took ſo much ' Compaſſion of me, as to acquaink 
the Lady, in whoſe Family I had been a Wenk, 
as I mention'd above; and immediately the ſent 
Her Maid to fetch me away, and two of the Daugh- 
ters came with the Maid, tho' unſent ; fo I went 
with them Bag and Baggage, and with a glad 
Heart you may be ſure: The Fright of my Con- 
dition had made ſuch an Impreſſion upon me, that 
did not want now to be a Gentlewoman, but 
was very willing to be a Servant, and that any 
ikind of Servant they thought fit to have me be. 
Here I continu] till I was between ſeventeen 
and eighteen Years old, and here I had all the 
Advantages for my Education that could be ima- 
gind; the Lady had Maſters home to her Houſe to 
teach her Daughters to dance, and to ſpeak French, 
and to write, and others to teach them _— 
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and as I was always with them, I learn d as faſt as 
they; and tho' the Maſters were not appointed to 
teach me, yet I lea nd by Imitation and Enquiry, 
all that they learn d by Inſtruction and Direction: 
So that in fhort, I learn d to dance, ſpeak French, 
and play on the Harpſicord or Spinnet, as well as 
any of them; and on the other hand, the Daugh- 
ters were as heartily willing to learn me any thing 
that they had been taught themſelves, as I could 
be to take the Learning. By this means I had, as 
J have ſaid above, all the Advantages of Educa- 
tion that I could have had, if J had been as much 
a Gentlewoman as they were, with whom 1 liv'd, 


and in ſome Things 1 had the Advantage of my 


Ladies, tho' they were my Superiours; but they 
were all the Gifts of Nature, and which all their 
Fortunes could not furniſh. F rſt, 1 was apparent- 
Iy handſomer than any of them: Secondly, I was 


better ſhapd: And Thrird/y, I ſung better, by 


which I mean, I hail a better Voice; in all which 
you will, I hope, allew me to ſay, I do not ſpeak 
my own Conceit of my ſelf, but the Opinion of 


all-that knew the Family, 
I had with all theſe the common Vanity of my 


Sex, that is to ſay, that being really taken for very 


handſome, or, if you pleaſe, for a great Beauty, 


I very well knew 1t, and had as good an Opinion 


of my ſelf, as ary Body elſe could have of me; 
and particularly I loved to hear any Body ſpeak of 


it, which could not but happen to me ſometimes, 


and was a great Satisfaction to me. But that which 


I was too vain of, was my Ruin, or rather my 
Vanity was the Cauſe of it. The Lady in the 
Houſe where'I was, had two Sons, young Gentle- 
men of very promiſing Parts, and of extraordinary 
Behaviour; and it was my Misfortune to be very 
B 4. well. 
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well with them both, but they manag'd themſelves 
with me in a quite different Manner. 
The Eldeſt, a gay Gentleman, that knew the 
Town as well as the Country, and tho' he had Le- 
vity enough to do an ill- natur d thing, yet had too 
much judgment of Things to pay too dear for his 
Pleaſures; he began with that unhappy Snare to 
all Women, namely, the taking Notice upon all 
Occaſions how pretty I was, as he called it, how 
agreeable, how well carriag d, and the like; and 
this he contriv'd fo ſubtilly, as if he had known 
as well how to catch a Woman in his Net, as a 
Fartridge when he wem a ſetting. After he had 
thus baited his Hook, and found eaſily erough the 
Method how to lay it in my Way, he playd an 
opener Game; and one Day going by his Siſter's 
Chamber when I was there, doing ſomething to- 
wards drefling her, he comes in with an Air of 
_ Gaiety: O! Mrs. Betty, ſaid he to me, how do you 
do, Mrs. Betty ? Don't your Cheeks burn, Mrs Betty: 
| male a Curtfie, and bluſh'd, but ſaid nothing. 
What makes you talk ſo, Brorher, ſays the Lady? 
Why, ſays he, we have been talking of her below 
Stairs this half Hour: Well, ſays his Siſter, you 
ean ſay no Harm of her, that I am ſure, fo tis no 
Matter what you have been talking about: Nay, 
ſays he, tis ſo far from talking Harm of her, that 
we have been talking a great deal of Good, and 
a great many fine Things have been ſaid of Mrs. 


| Betty, I aſſure you; and particularly, that the is the 


handſomeſt young Woman in Colchefter ; and, in 
Hort, they begin to toaſt her Health in the Town. 

I wonder at you, Brother, ſays the Siſter ; Betty 
wants but one Thing, but ſhe had as good want 
every Thing, for the Market is againſt our Sex juſt 
now; and if a young Woman have Beauty, Birth, 
12 ö Breeding, 
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Breeding, Wit, Senſe, Manners, Modeſty, and all 
theſe to an Extream, yet if ſhe has not Money, the's 
no body, ſhe had as good want them all, for no- 
thing but Money now recommends a Woman ; the 
Men play the Game all into their own Hands. 
Her younger Brother, who was by, cry'd, Hold 
Siſter, you run too faſt, Lam an Exception to your 
Rule; I aſſure you, if I finda Woman fo accom-- 
pliſh'd as you talk of, I ay, I aſſure yov, I would 
not trouble my ſelf about the Money. | 
But why Sifter, ſays the eJder Brother, do you 
exclaim ſo at the Men, for aiming ſo much at the 
Fortune? You are none of them that want a For- 
tune, whatever elſe you want. THS 
I underſtand you, Brother, replys the Lady very 
ſmartly, you ſuppoſe I have the Money, and want 
the Beauiy; but as Times go now, the firſt will 
do without the laſt, ſo I have the better of my 
Neighbours. | 
I thought it was Time for me to withdraw and 
leave them, and I did fo, but not ſo far, but that 
I heard all their Diſcourſe, in whieh I hear abun- 
dance of fine Things ſaid of my ſelf, which ſerv'd: 
to prompt my Vanity; but, I ſoon found, that 
was not the Way to encreaſe my-litereſt in the 
Fami ly; for the Siſter anl the younger Brother fell 
grievouſly out about it; and as he Paid ſome very 
diſobliging Things to her upon my Account, ſo I 
could eaſily ſee that ſhe' reſented them, by her fus- 
ture Conduct to me. | 1 
It happen d one Day, that the elder Brother came 
running up Stairs, towards the Room where his 
Siſters us d to fit and work, as he often usd to 
do, where finding me alone, aud claſping me in 
his Arms, O! Ms. Betty, ſays he, are you here? _ .. | 
that's. better ſtill; Lwant to ſpeak with you more 
ET EE B5 5 than 
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than I do with them, and then, having me in his 
Arms, he kiſs'd me three or four Times: I ſtrugled 
to get away, and yet did it but faintly neither, 
he held me faſt, and ſtill kiſs'd me, till he was 
almoſt out of Breath, and then fitting down, ſays, 
Dear Betty, Jam in love with you. 
His Words, I muſt confeſs, fir d my Blood; all 
my Spirits flew about my Heart, and put me into 
Diſorder enough, which he might eaſily have ſeen 
in my Face: He repeated it afterwards ſeveral 
Times, that he was in love with me, and my Heart 
ſpoke as plain as a Voice, that I lik'd it; nay, 
whenever he ſaid, I am in love with you, my 
Bluſhes plainly reply'd, Wou'd you were Sir. 
However, nothing elſe paſs'd at that Time; it 
was but a Surprize, and when he was gone, I ſoon 
recover d myſelf again. But from this Time my 
Jead run upon ſtrange Things, and I may truly 
lay, 1 was not myſelf; to have ſuch a Gentleman 
call me charming Creature, and talk to me of be- 
ing in love with me, fill'd my Head full of Pride; 
but knowing nothing of the Wickedneſs of the 
Times, I had not one Thought of my own Safety, 
or Virtue about me; and had my young Maſter of- 
fer dit at firſt Sight, he might have taken any Li- 
berty he thought fit on; but he did not ſee his Ad- 
vantage, which was my Happine's for that Time. 
After -this Attack it was not long but he found 
an Opportunity to catch me again alone, when the 
young Ladies were all gone'a viſiting with their 
Mother ; his Brother out of Town; and his Father 
at London; when coming directly into the Room 
where I was at work, he began juſt as he did before, 
with taking me in his Arms, and kiſſing me for al- 
moſt a Quarter of an Hour 23 cher. Now he be-- 
gan to be in earneſt with me indeed; r. 1 
a 5 oun 
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Found me a little too eaſie, for God knows I made: 


4 no Reſiſtance againſt him, while he only held me 
r in his Arms and kiſs'd me; indeed I was too well 
Ls pleas d with it, to reſiſt him much. 2 
4 However, as it were, tird with that kind of 
- Work, we fat down, and there he talk'd with me 
1 a great while; he ſaid, he was charm'd wich me, 
o and that he could not reſt Night or Day, till he 
n had told me how he was in love with me; and if 
1 I was able to love him again, and would make 
t him happy, I ſhould be the ſaving of his Life, and 
, many ſuch fine Things. I ſaid little to him again, 


but eaſily diſcover'd that I was a Fool, and that I 


? did not in the leaſt perceive what he meant. 

it Then he walk d about the Room, and taking 
n me by the Hand, I walk'd with him; and by and 

y by, taking his Advantage, he threw me down up- 

y on the Bed, and kiſs'd me there moſt violently ;” 


but to give him his Due, offer d no manner of 
Rudeneſs to me, only kiſs d me a great while; 
after this he thought he had heard ſome body come 
up Stairs, ſo he got off from the Bed, lifted me- 
7, up, profeſſing a great deal of Love for me, but told- 
me it was all an honeſt Affection, and that he 
meant no ill to me; and with that he put five 
Guinea's into my Hand, and went away down 
Stairs, | 

I was more confounded with the Money than 
I was before with the Love, and began to be ſo 
elevated, that I ſcarce knew the Ground I ſtood on. 
Within half an Hour, or thereabours, he comes 
up again, and falls to work with me as before, 
only with a little leſs Introduction. When he en- 
ter d the Room, he turn'd about, ſhut the Door, 
and fitting down, he did as it were put Words in 
my: Mouth, telling me: how paſſionately he lov'd. 
me 
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Thing ull he came to his Eſtate, yet he was re- 
folv'd to make me happy then, and himſelf too; 
that is to ſay, to mariy me, and abundance of 
fuch fine Things. which I poor Fool, did not un- 
derſtand the Drift of, but acted as if there was no 
ſuch Thing as any kind of Love, but that which 
tended to Matrimony; and if he had ſpoke of that, 

L had no Room, as well as no Power to have ſaid 

no; but we were not come that length yet. 

We had not fate long, but we got up, and ſtop- 
ing my very Breath with Kiſſes, threw me upon the 
| again, but then being both well warm'd, he 
went farther with me than Decency permits me to 

mention; nor had it been in my Power to have de- 
ny d him at that Moment, had he offer d much more 
than he did. . 
. However, tho' he took theſe Freedoms with me, 
it did not go to that, which they do call the laſt 
Favour, which, to do him Juſtice, he did not at- 
tempt ; and he made that Self-denial of his a Plex 
for all his Freedoms. with me upon other Occaſions 
after this. When this was over he ſtay d but a 
little while, but he put almoſt a handful of Gold 
in my Hand, and left me, making a thouſand Pro- 
teſtations of his Paſſion for me, and of his loving 
mee above all the Women in the World. | 
Thus I gave up my ſelf to a Readineſs of Feing 
ruin d without the leaſt Concern, and am a fair 
Memento to all young Women, whoſe Vanity pre- 
vails over their Virtue. Nothing was ever ſo ſtu- 
pid on both ſides; had I acted as became me, and 
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weman had either deſiſted his Attacks, finding no 
room to expect the Accompliſhment of his bee 
had made fair and honourable Propoſals of! 
K | 1 | Tage,, 


me, and that tho he could not mention ſuch 2 


reſiſted as Virtue and Honour requir'd, this Gen- 
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riage, in which Caſe,” whoever had blam'd him, no 


y could have blam'd me. In ſhort, if he had 
known me, and how eaſy. the Trifle he aim'd at 
was to be had, he would have troubled His Head 


no farther, but have given me four or five Gui- 


neas, and have lain with me the next Time he had 
come at me; and if I hal known his Thoughts, 
and how hard he thought 1 would be to be gain'd, 
I might have made my own Terms with him; and 
if I had not capitulated for an immediate Mar- 
riaze, I might for a Maintenance till Marriage, 
in might have had what F would; for he was al- 
ready rich to Exceſs, beſides what he had in Ex- 
pectation; but I ſeem'd wholly to have abandon d 
all ſuch Thoughts as theſe, and was more taken 
up only with the Pride of my Beauty, and of be- 
ing belov'd by ſuch a Gentleman: As for the Gold, 
I ſpent whole Hours in looking upon it; I told 
the Guineas over and over a thouſand times a Day; 
never poor vain Creature was ſo wrapt up with 
every part of the Story, as I was, not conſidering 
what was before me, and how near my Ruin was 
at the Door: Indeed, I think, I rather wiſh'd for 
that Ruin, than ſtudied to avoid it. N 
But as the Devil is an unwearied Tempter, ſo he 

never fails to find Opportunity for that Wicked- 
neſs he invites to. It was one Evening that I was 
in the Garden with his two younger Siſters, and 
himſelf, and alt very innocently merry, when he 
found Means to convey .a Note in'o my Hand, 
by which he directed me to underſtand, that he 
would to-morrow defire me publickly to go of an 
Errand for him into the Town, and that 1 ſhould 

ſee him ſomewhere by the Way. 
Accordingly after Dinner, he very gravely ſays 
to me, (his Siſters being all by) Mrs. Betty, I w_ 
ask 


— 
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ask 2 Favour of you: What's that? ſaid his eld- 
eſt Siſter: Nay, Siſter, ſays he, very ſeriouſly, if 
. you, can't - 4 Mrs. Betty to Day, any other time 
will do: Yes, they all ſajd, they could ſpare her 

well enough: Why then, ſaid he, I only deſire her 
to $9 into the Fg h-Strzet, (and then he pulls out 
a Turnover) to ſuch a Shop; and tells them a long 
'Story of two fine Neckcloths he had bid Money 
for, and he wanted to have me go and make an Er- 
rand to buy a Neck to the Turnover that he ſhew d, 
to ſee if they would take my Money for the Neck- 
cloths; to bid a Shilling more, and haggle with 
them; and then he made more Errands, and ſo 
continu d to have ſuch petty Buſineſs to do, that 

1 ſhoulg be ſure to ſtay a good while. 
WWMWWWhen he had given me my Errands, he told them 
another long Story of a Viſit he was going to make 
to a Family they all knew, and where was to be 
ſuch and ſuch Gentlemen, and how merry they 
were to be, and very formally asks his Siſters to 
go with him, and they as formally excuſe them- 
1 becauſe of Company that they had Notice 
was to come and viſit them that Afternoon, which, 
by the way, he had comriv d on purpoſe. . 
Ne had ſcarce done ſpeaking to them, and giving 
me my Errand, but his Man came up to tell him, 
that Sir N H- s Coach ſtopt at the Door: 
ſo he runs down, and comes up again immedi- 
ately: Alas! ſays he aloud; there's all my Mirth 
ſpoil'd at once; Sir - has ſent his Coach for 
me, and defires to ſpeak with me upon ſome ear- 


neſt Buſineſs: It ſeems this Sir W----- was a Gen- 


tleman who Jiv'd about three Miles out of Town, 
to whom he had ſpoken on purpoſe the Day be- 
fore, to.lend him his Coach upon a particular Oc - 
955 | - . calion; 


1 had no Reaſon to queſtion the Sincerity of his 


E 1 
caſion; and had 3" e it to call for him, 2s it 
did about three o Clock. _ 5 

As ſoon as he was in the Coach, as he was Fa 
ing, he ſtopt a while, and ſpeaks mighty earneſtly 
to me about his Buſineſs, and finds an Opportu- 
nity to ſay very ſoftly to me, Come away, my 
Dear, as ſoon as ever you can, I ſaid nothing, 
but made a Curtſie, as if I had done ſo to what 
he ſaid in publick : In about a Quarter of an Hour 
I went out too; I had no Dreſs, other than be- 
fore, except that 1 had a Hood, a Mask, a, Fan, 
and 2 pair of Gloves in my Pocket ; ſo that there 
was not the leaſt Suſpicion in the Houſe ; he wait- 
ed for me in the Coach in a back Lane, which 
he knew I muſt paſs by; and had directed the Coach- 
man whether to go, which was to a certain Place, 
call d Mile-End, where liv'd a Confident of his, and 
where was all the Convenience in the World to 
be as wicked as we pleas' d. ä 
When we were together, he began to tell me, he 
did not bring me there to betray me; that his Paſ- 
ſion for me would not ſuffer him to abuſe me; 
that he reſolv'd to marry me as ſoon as he came 
to his Eſtate ; that in the mean time, if I would 
grant his Requeſt, he would maintain me very ho- 
nourably, making moreover a thouſand Protefta- 
tions, not only of his Sincerity and real Aﬀec-- 
tions to me, but alſo that he would never aban- 
don me. IR | | 

However, as he preſs'd me to ſpeak, I told him 


Love to me, after ſo many Proteſtations; hut.— 

and there I ſtopt, as if I left him to gueſs the reſt. 

But what, my Dear, ſays he, I gueſs what you 

mean ; what if you ſhould be with Child, is not that 

it? Why then, ſays he, I] take Care of you, and 
| | Provide 
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pr wide for you, and the Child too, and that you 
| may ſee I am not in jeſt, ſays he, here's an Ear- 
neſt for you; and with that lie pulls out a ſilk Purſe, 
with an hundred Guineas in it, and gave it me; 
and I'll give you ſuch another, ſays he, every Year 
till I marry you. | | 
My Colour came and went at the Sight of the 
Purſe, and with the Fire of his Propoſal together ; 
fo that I could not fay a Word, and he eaſily per- 
ceived it; ſo putting the Purſe into my Bofom, 
1 made no more Refitance'to him, but let him do 
' juſt what he pleas'd, and as often as he pleas d; 
and thus I fimſhd' my own Deſtruction at once; 
for from this Day, being forſaken of my Virtue, 
and my Modeſty, T had nothing of Value to re- 
commend me, either to God's Bleſſing, or Man's 
Aſſiſtance. J* | | 
But Things did not end here; I went back to 
the Town, did the Buſineſs he publickly directed 
me to, and was at home before any body thought 
me long; as for my Gentleman, he ſtaid out, as 
be told me he would, till late at Night, and there 
was not the leaſt Suſpicion in the Family, either 
on his Accouut, or on mine. 
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CHAP. H. 


Moll Flanders fick for Love: Her Marriage (tho 
unwillingly) with her Maſter's youngeſt Son, by 
wkom ſhe had two Children: Her ſecond Mar- 
riage with a Linnen-Draper, who ſoon broke, - 
went into the Mint, and thence into France; 
ſo that Moll became a Widow bewitch d: Her 
third Marriage to her own Brother; Voyage to 
Virginia with him, by whom ſhe had three Cbil- 
dren; Cauſe of leaving him in America; and 
return again to England. 


P10 FI E R the loſs of my Virginity, which ne- 
= A ver could be retriev'd again, we had fre- 

| quent Opportunities to repeat our Crime; 
ſo that we took our fill of our wicked Pleaſure, 
for near half a Year; and yet, which was the moſt 
to my Satisfaction, T was not with Child. 

Bur before this half year was expir d, his younger 
Brother falls to work with me; for finding me 
alone in the Garden one Evening, he begins a Sto- 
ry of the ſame Kind to me, made good honeſt Pro- 
feſſions of being in love with me; and, in-ſhort, 
propoſes fairiy and honourably to marry me, and 
that before he made any other Offer to me at all. 

I was.now confounded, and driven to ſuch an Ex- , 
tremity, as the like was never known, at leaſt to 
me; I reſiſted the Propoſal with Obſtinacy; and 
now I began to arm my ſelf with Arguments: I 
laid before him the Inequality of the Match, the 
Treatment J ſhould meet with in the Family, the 
Ingratitude it would be to his good Father and Mo- 
ther. who had taken me into their Houſe upon 


ſuch generous Principles, and when I was in ſuch 
| a low 


[18] 
a low Condition; and, in fhort, I faid every thing 
to diſſuade him from his Deſign that I could ima- 
gine, except telling him the Truth, which would 
indeed have put an End to it all, but that ] durſt 
not think X mentioning. | 
But here happen'd a Circumſtance that I did not 
expect indeed, which put me to my Shifts; 
Which was this: He, was not ſo careful to 
mike his having 'a Kindneſs for Mrs. Betty, 
a Secret in the Houſe, as his Brother was; 
and tho' he did not let them know thac he had 
talk d to me about it, yet he ſaid enough to let his 
Siſters perceive he low d me, and his Mother ſaw it 
too, which, tho' they took no Notice of it to me, 
yet they did to him, and immediately I found-their 
Carriage to me alter d, more than ever before. 

F ſaw the Cloud, tho I did not foreſee the 
Storm; and at laſt got Information among the Ser- 
vants, that I ſhould, in a very little while, be de- 
fird to remove. I was not uneaſy at the Nes, 
having a full Satisfaction that I thould be other- 
wiſe provided for; and eſpecially, conſidering that 
I bad Reaſon every Day to expect I ſhould he 
with Child, and that then I ſhould be oblig d to 
remove, without any Pretences for it. 

After ſome Time, the younger Gentleman took 
an Opportunity to tell me, that the Kindneſs he 
had for me had got Vent in the Family; however, 
he ſaid, that if I would conſent to have him, he 
would tell them all openly that he lovd me, and 
that he intended to marry me; that'it was true, his 
Father and Mother might reſent it, and be unkind, 
but that he was now in a Way to live, being bred 
to the Law, and he did not fear maintaining me, 
agrecable to what I ſhould expect. 732 


J was 


as the elder Brother might not think that the young» 


= 


[19] | 
I was now in a dreadful Condition indeed, and 
now I repented heartily my Eaſineſs with the eld- 
eſt Brother, not from any Reflexion of Conſcience? 
but from a View of the Happineſs I 17 have 


enjoy d, and had now made impoſſible; for tho J 


had na great ſcruples of Conſcience (as I have ſaid) 
to ſtruggle with, yet I could not think of being a 
Whore to one Brother, and a Wife to the other; 
but then it came into my Thoughts, that the firſt 
Brother had promis d to make me his Wife, when 
he came to his Eftate ; but I preſently remember d 


'what I had often thought of, that he had never ſpo- 


ken a Word of having me for a Wife, after he 
had conquer me for a Miſtreſs ; and indeed till now, 
tho' I ſail I thought of it often, yet it gave me no 
Diſturbance at all, for as he did not ſeem in the 


leaſt to leiſen his Affection to me, ſo neither did he 


leſſen his Bounty, tho he had the Diſcretion, him- 
ſelf to deſire me not to lay out a Penny of what 
he gave me in Cloaths, or to make the leaſt Shew 
extraordinary, becauſe it would neceſſarily give 
Jealouſy in the Family, ſince every body knew! 
could come at ſuch no Manner of ordinary Way, 
but by ſome private Friendſhip, which they would 
preſently have ſuſpeRed. 
But I was now in a great Strait, and really knew 


not what to do; the main Difficulty was this: The 


1 Brother not on'y laid cloſe Seige to me, 
ut ſuffer d it to be ſeen; he would come into his 
Siſter's Room, and his Mother's Room, and ſit 
down, and talk a thouſand kind Things of me, 
and to me, even before their Face : This grew ſo 


-publick, that the whole Houſe talk d of it, inſo- 


much, that his Mother let fall ſome Speeches, as 


if the intended to turn me out of Doors. No 


eſt 
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eſt had made a Propoſal to me about Marriage, 1 I. 
. aw there was an abſolute Neceſſity to ſpeak of : 
it to him, or that he would ſpeak of it to me, MI 
and which to do'firſt I knew not; but upon ſerious ſh 
Conſideration, I reſolvd to tell him of it firſt, ne 
and was not long before 1 had an Opportunity ; * 
for the very next Day he came according to his MW o 
Cuſtom, when the Family was out of the way a © 
viſiting, o ſpend an Hour or two with Mrs. Betty. d 
When he came, and had fate down a while, he MW is 
eaſily perceiv'd there was an Alteration in my Ml fh. 
Countenance, that I was not ſo free and pleaſant tu 
with him as I usd to be, and particularly, that Wh ®* 
1 had been a crying; he was not long before he ill ** 
took Notice of it, and ask dme in very kind Terms, t 
what was the Matter, and if any thing troubled wi 
me, TI told him ſomething did trouble me, and 
ſomething of ſuch a Nature, that I could not con- 


ceal from him; and that was, I was afraid the La- ea 
dies had got ſome ſecret Informat ion of our Cor- the 
reſpondence, for that it was eaſy to ſee, that their - 
Conduct had been very much chang d towards me ry 
for a great while, and that now it was- come to A 
that Paſs, that they frequently found fault with MW” 

me, and ſometimes fell quite out with me, tho the 


I never gave them the leaſt Occaſion. He ſmild 
when he heard this; and ask d him, how he could Ii © 
make ſo light of it, when he muft needs know, * 
that if there was any Diſcovery, I was undone for 
ever? and that even it would hurt him, tho not b 
ruin hira, as it would me: I upbraided him, that 1 
he was like all the reſt of his Sex, that when they ' 
had the Character and Honour of a Woman at Foy 
their Mercy, of entimes made it their. Jeſt, and at ha ö 
leaſt look d upon it as a Trifle, and — the 

ui 
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Ruin of thoſe they had had their Will of, as a 


Thing of no Value. 


He ſaw me warm and ſerious, and changing 


his Stile immediately, he told me, he was ſorry 

ſhould have- ſuch a Thought of him ; that he had 
never given the leaſt Occaſion for it, but had been 
as tender of my Reputation, as he could be of his 
own ; then ſaying how much Reaſon he had to be 
ealy, I ſhould ſmile as he did, for he was very cer- 
tain it would give me a full Satisfaction. This 
is a Myſtery I cannot underftand, fays I, or how 


ſhould it be to my Satisfaction, that I am to be 
turnd out of Door, for if our Correſpondence is- 


not diſcover d, I know not what elſe I have done 


to change the Countenances of the whole Family 


to me, or to have them treat me .as they do now, 


who formerly us'd me with ſo much Tenderneſs, 


as if I had been one of their own Children. 


Why lock ye Child, ſays: he, that they are un- 


eaſy about you, that is true; but that they have 
the leaſt Suſpicion of the Caſe as it is, and as it 
reſpects you and me, is ſo far from being true, 
that they ſuſpe& my Brother Robin; and in ſhort, 
they are fully perſuaded he makes Love to you; 
but it is a Satisfaction to me, becauſe of the Aſſu- 


nner it gives me, that they do not ſuſpe& me in 


the leaſt, and J hope this will be to your Satisfaction 
too. | 


But, ſaid I again, this is not the chief Thing 


that troubles me : What is it then, ſays he? With 
which I fell into Tears, and could ſay nothing to 
him at all: He ſtrove to pacify me all he could, 
and chen 1 related the whole Affair to him: I told 
lum how imprudently his Brother had manag'd him- 
ſelf, in making himſelf ſo publick ; for that if he 
d kept it a Secret, as ſuch a Thing oughr to have 
been, 


. 
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been, I could but have denied him poſitively, with. 
out giving any Reaſon for it, and he would in time 
have ceas d his Sollicitations. 

I told him how far I had reſiſted him, and how 
ſincere and honourable his Offers were; but fays I, 
my Caſe will be doubly hard, for as they carry it 
ill to me now, becauſe he deſires to have me, they Il 
carry it worſe when they ſhall find J have deny d 
him ; and they will preſently ſay, there's ſome- 
thing elſe in it, and then out it comes, that I am 
marry d already to ſomebody elfe, or elſe that I 


would never refuſe a Match ſo much above me as 


this was. — 

This Diſcourſe ſurpriz d him indeed very much; 
and in the mean time, he defird I would not give 
my Conſent to his Brother, nor yet give him a flat 
Denial, but that I would hold Him in Suſpence a 
while. I ſeem to tart at his ſaying, I would not 
give him my Conſent: I told him, he knew very 
well, I hal no Conſent to give; that he engag d 
himſelf to marry me; and that my Conſent was at 
the ſame Time engag'd to him; that he had all 
along told me, 1 was his Wife, and I look'd upon 
my ſelf as effectually ſo, as if the Ceremony had 
paſsd; and that it w's from his own Mouth I 
did ſo, he having all along perſuaded me to call 
my ſelf his Wife. 

Well, my Dear, ſays he, don't be .con-ern'd at 
that now; If I am not your Husband, III be as 
good as a Husband to you; but let me Jook a lit- 
tle farther into this Affair, and I ſhall be able to 
ſay more next time we meet. 

He pacify'd me as well as he could, kiſs'd me a 
thouſand Times, and gave me Money too ; yet he 
offer d no more all the while we were together, 


which was above two Hours, and which J much 
| wonder d 
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wonder d at indeed at that Time, conſidering how 
it us d to be, and what Opportunity we had. 

Next time he ſaw his Brother Robin, getting 
him by himſelf, he told him, he had heard ſtrange 


News of him ſince he went to London; how that 


he made Love to Mrs. Betty : Well, ſays his Bro- 


ther, a little angrily, and fo I do, and what then? 


what has any body to do with that? Nay, ſays his 


Brother, don't be angry Robin; I don't pretend to 


have any thing to do with it, nor do I pretend. 
to be angry with you about it; but I find others 


do concern themſelves about it, and that they have 
us d the poor. Girl ill about it, which I ſhould take 
as done to myſelf: Who do you mean by they? 


fays Robin: I mean my Mother, and the Girls, ſays 
the elder Brother. But tell me truly, are you in 


earneſt, do you really love the Girl, you may be 


free with me you know? Why then, ſays Robin, I 


will be free. with you, 1 do love her above all the 


Women in the World, and I will have her, let 
them ſay and do what they will, I believe the 
Girl will not deny me. 

It ſtruck me to the Heart when he told me this, 
and made me ſay, Does he think I cannot deny him? 
But he ſhall find I can deny him: You ſhall fee 


I can oppoſe him; I have learnt to ſay no now, 


tho' TI had not learnt it before: If the beſt Lord 


in the Land offerd me Marriage now, I could 


very cheerfully ſay 20 to him. 

Well, hut my Dear, fays he, What cen you ſay 
w bim? You know, as you ſaid when we talk'd 
of it before, he will ask you many Queſtions a- 


tout it, and all the Houſe. will wonder what the 


Meaning- of it ſhould be. 


Why, 


| 
1 
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_ Why, ſays I ſmiling, I can flap all their Mouths 
at one Clap, by telling him and them too, that I 
am married already to his elder Brother. 
He ſmil'd a little too at the Word, but I could 
Tee it ſtartled him, and he could not hide the Diſ- 


order it put him into; whereupon I pleaſantly ſaid 


to him, to put him out of his Uneaſineſs, I am 
not ſo fond of letting that Secret come out, with- 
out your Conſent. CY ls 
But what then can you ſay to him, or to them, 
ſays he, when they find you poſitive againſt a 
Match, which would be apparently ſo much to 


your Advantage? 


"Why, faysT, ſhould 1 be at a Loſs? Firſt of all, 


I am not obligd to give them my Reaſon at all; 
on the other hand, I maytell, them, I am marrie 
already; and ſtop there, and that will be a full 
Stop too to him, for he can have no Reaſon to 
ask one Queſtion after it. e Hoſp 

Ay, ſays he, but the whole Houſe will teize you 
abour that, even to Father and Mother, and if you 
deny them poſitively, they will be diſobligd at 
you, and ſuſpicious beſides. | t 

Why, ſays I, what can I do? I have acquainted 

you with the Circumſtances, that I might have your 


Advice. 


My Dear, fays he, I have been conſidering very | 


much upon it, you may bo ſure, and tho ir is a 
piece of Advice that has a great many Mortifica- 
tions in it to me, and may at firſt ſeem ſtrange to 
ou, yet, all Things conſider d, I ſee no better Way 


for you than so let him go on, and if you find him 


hearty, and in earneſt, mariy him. 

I gave him a Look full of Horror at thoſe Words, 
and turning pale as Death, was at the very point 
of ſinking out of the Chair I fare in; when eus 
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x Start, my Dear, ſays he aloud, what makes you 
ſo ſurpriz'd at what I ſaid? I would have you 
conſider ſeriouſly ; you may ſee plainly how the 
Family ſtands, and they would be ſtark mad if it 
was my Caſe, as it is my Brother's, and for ought 
I ſee, it. would be my Ruin and yours too. 

Ay! ſays I, Rill ſpeaking angrily, are all your 
Proteſtations and Vows to be ſhaken by the Diſtike 
of the Family? Did not I always object that to you, 
and you made a light thing of it, a thing you 
would not value; and is it come to this now ? 
faid I, is this your Faith and Honour, your Love, 
and the Solidity of your Promiſes ? | 

aun all my Reproaches, he reply d 

have not 2 one Promiſe 
with you yet; I did tell you I would marry you 
when I was come to my Eſtate; but you ſee my 


Father is a hail healthy Man, and may live theſe 


thirty Years ſtill, and not be older than ſeveral are 
round us in the Town; and you never propos d my 
marrying you ſooner, becauſe you know it might be 
my Ruin, and as to all the reſt, I have not fail d 
you in any; you have wanted for nothing. 

But, ſays I, can you perſuade me to ſuch an 
horrid Step, as leaving you, ſince you have not 
left me? Will you allow no Affection, no Love 
on my Side, where there has been ſo much on yours ? 
Have I made you no Returns? Have I given no 
Teſtimony of my Sincerity, and of my Paſſion ? 
Are the Sacrifices I have made of Honour and Mo- 


deſty to you, no Proof of my being ty'd to you in 


Bonds too ſtrong to be broken? 
Here, -my Dear, ſays he, you may come into a 
ſafe Station, and appear with Honour and Splendor 
at once, and the Remembrance of what we have 
done, may be wrapt up in * eternal Silences, as if 
1 
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it had never happen d; you ſhall always have m 
Reſpect, and my ſincere Affection, only then it 
mall. be honeſt, and perfectly juſt to my Brother; 
you ſhall be my dear Siſter, as now you are my 
dear and there he ſtop'd. | 
Your dear Whore, ſays I, you wou'd have fail, 
if you had gone on, and you might as well have 
Yaid it; but I underſtand you: However, I deſire 


vou to remember the long Diſcourſes you have hal 


with me, and the many Hours Pains you have 


taken to perſuade me to believe myſelf an honeſtÞ 


Woman; that I was your Wife intentionally, tho 
not in the Eye of the World; and that it was as 
effectual a Marriage that had paſs d between us, 
as if we had been publickly wedded by the Parſon 
of the Pariſh. 

I ſtill went on thus; you cannot, ſays J, with- 
out the higheſt Injuſtice believe that I yielded upon 
all theſe Perſuaſions without a Love not to be 
| Queſtion'd, not to he ſhaken again by any thing 
that could happen afterward: If you have ſuch 
eliſhonourable Thoughts of me, I muſt ask you, 
What Foundation in any of my Behaviour havel 
given for ſuch a Suggeſtion ? 

Ik then I have yielded to the Importunities ol 
my Affections, and if J have been perſuaded to 
believe that I am really, and in the Eſſence of the 
Thing your Wife, ſhall! I now give the lie to all 
thoſe Arguments, and call myſelf your Whore, ot 


Miſtreſs, which is the ſame Thing? And will you 


transfer me to ycur Brother ? Can you transfer my 
Affection? Can you bid me ceaſe loving you, and 
bid me love him? Is it in my Power, think you, 
to make ſuch a Change at Demand? No Sir, faid 
I, tis impoſſible, and whatever the Change of you! 
vide may be, I will ever be true; and I had — 

| rather, 


1 
rather, ſince it is come to that unhappy Lengtli, be 
jour Who ie, than your Brother's Wife. 

He told me, that he ſtood where he did before; 
that he had not been unfaithful to me in any 
one Promiſe he had made me yet, but there were 
ſo many terrible Things preſented themſelves to 
his View in the Affair belies me, and that on my 
Account in particular, that he had thought of the 
other as a Remedy ſo effectual, as nothing could 
come up to it ; that he had but one Queſtion then 
to ask of me that could lie in the way of it, and 
if that Queſtion was anſwer'd in the Negative, 
he could not but think ſtill it was the only Step 
I could take. | | | 

I gueſsd at his Queſtion preſently, namely, 
Whether I was ſure J was not with Child? As 
to that, I told im, he need not be concern'd a- 
bout it, for I was not with Child : Why then my 
Dear, fays he, we have no Time to talk farther 
now; conſider of it, and with this he took his 
Leave, by reaſon of his Mother and Siſter's ringing 
juſt then at the Gate, He left me in the utmo 
Confuſion of Thought, from Tueſday till Sunday, 
before he had the Opportunity of talking to me, 
when all the Family but himſelf went to Church, 
and now. he had me an Hour and an half again 
by myſelf; and after falling into divers Arguments, 
I ask'd him warmly what Opinion he muſt have of 
my Modeſty, that he could ſuppoſe, I ſhould fo 
much as entertain a Thought of lying with two 
Brothers? And aſſurd him it could never be: I 
added, if he was to tell me that he would never 
ſee me more, than which nothing but Death could 
be more terrible, yet I could never entertain 2 
Thought ſo diſhonourable to myſelf, and ſo baſe 
to him; and therefore J entreated him if he had 
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one Grain of Reſpect or Affection left for me, 
that he would ſpeak no more of it to me, or that 
he would pull his Sword out and kill me. 
Being ſurpriz d at my Obſtinacy, as he call d it, 
he told me it was ſuch an unlook d for Criſis, that 
he did not ſee any other Way to ſave us both from 
Ruin; and that if he muſt ſay no more of it, he 


added with an unuſual Coldneſs, that he did not | 


know any thing elſe we had to talk of, and fo he 
roſe up to take his Leave; I roſe up too, as if 
with the fame Indifference, but when he came to 

ive me, as it were, a parting Kiſs, I burſt out 
into ſuch a Paſſion of crying, that tho I would 


have ſpoke, I could not, and only preſſing his | 


Hand, ſeem' d to give him the Adieu, but cry'd 
vehemently. 


He was ſenſibly mov'd with this, ſo he fate | 


down again, and ſaid a great many kind Things to 
me, to abate the Exceſs of my Paſſion; but yet 
letting me plainly ſee, that he would decline me 
in the main Point; nay, even as a Miſtreſs; making 
it a point of Honour not to lie with the Woman, 
that for ought he knew, might come to be his 
Brother's Wife. 

The bare Lofs of him as a Gallant was not ſo 
much my AfﬀMi&ion, as the loſs of his Perſon, 
whom indeed I lov'd to Diſtraction, and the loſs 
of all the Expectations 1 had, which I always had 
Þuilt my Hopes upon, of having him one Day for 
my Husband: Theſe Things oppreſs'd my Mind f» 
much, that in ſhort, I fell very ill; the Agonies 
of my Mind, in a Word, threw me into a high 
Fever, and Jong it was, that none in the Family 
expected my Li fe. 

1 was reduc'd very low indeed, and was often 
delirious and light-headed, inſomuch, that it was 
near 


— 
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near five Weeks that I kept my Bed; and tho the 
Violence of my Fever abated in three Weeks, yet 
it ſeveral times return d; and the Phyſicians ſaid 
two or three times, they could do no more for me, 
but that they muſt leave Nature and the Diſtem- 
per to fight ir out; only ſtrengthening the firſt with 
Co-dials to maintain the Struggle. After the end 
of five Weeks I grew better, but was ſo weak, ſo 
alter d, ſo melancholly, and recover'l ſo ſlowly, 
that the Phyſicians apprehended I ſhould go into 
a Conſumption ; and which vex'd me moſt, they 
gave It as their Opinion, that my Mind was op- 
preſs d, that ſomething troubled me, and in thort, 
that I was in Love; upon this, the whole Houſe 
was fet upon me to examine me, and to preſs me 
to tell, whether T was in Love, or not, and with 
who? But as I well might, I denyd my being in 
Love at all. 

They had on this Occaſion a Squabble one Day 
about me at Table, that had like to have put the 
whole Family in an Uproar, for happening to be 
all at Table, but the Father, when the Maid told 
the old Gentlewoman, that I could not eat what 
her Ladyſhip had ſent me up; ſays ſhe, Alas! that 
poor Girl, I am afraid, ſhe will never be well. 

Well! fays the elder Brother, how ſhould Mrs. 
Betty be well? They ſay the is in Love. | 

I believe nothing of it, ſays the old Gentlewo? 
man. 

I don't know, ſays the eldeſt Siſter, what to ſay 
to it, they have made ſuch a Rout about her being 
ſo handſome, and ſo charming, and I know not 
what, and that in her hearing too, that has turn'd 
the Creature's Head I believe, and who knows 
what Poſſeſſions may follow ſuch Doings ? For my 
pait I don't know what to make of it, 


C 3 Why 


L 39 ] 

Why, Sifter, you muſt acknowledge ſhe is verh 
handſome, ſays the elder Brother. 

Ay, and a great deal handſomer than you Siſter, 
fays Robin, and that's your Mortification. 

Well, well, that is not the Matter, ſays his Siſter, 
the Girl is well enough, and ſhe knows it well 
enough; ſhe need not be told of it to make her 
vain. 

We are not talking of her being vain, ſays the 
elder Brother, but of her being in Love; it may 
be the is in Love with herſelf, it ſeems my Siſters 
think ſo, 

I would ſhe was in Love with me, ſays Robin, 
Id quickly put her out of her Pain. | 

What dye mean by that Son, ſays the old Lady, 
how can you talk fo? 

Why Madam, ſays Robin again, very honeſtly, 
do you think I'd Jet the poor Girl die for Love, and 
of one that is near at hand to be had too. 

Fie, Brother, ſays the ſecond Siſter, how can you; 
talk ſo? Would you take a Creature that has not 
a Groat in the World? _ | 2 

Prithee Child, ſays Robin, Beauty's a Portion, 
and good Humour with it is a double Portion: I | 
wiſh thou hadſt half her Stock of both for thy i 
Fortion; ſo there was her Mouth Rtopp'd. ; 

I find, ſays the eldeſt Siſter, if Betty is not in 
Love, my Brother is; I wonder he has not hroke 
his Mind to Petty, IJ warrant ſhe won't ſay dio. 

They that yield when they are aſk'd, ſays Robin, 
are one Step before them that were never a{k'd to 
yield, Siſter, and two Steps before them that yield 
before they are aſł d; and that's an Anſwer to you, 


Siſter, | | 
This fir d the Siſter, and ſhe flew into a Paſſion, 
ſaying, Things were come to that Paſs, that it was 
| time 
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time ths Wench, meaning me, was remov'd by her 
Father and Mother, when fit to be turn d out. 

It run a great deal farther ; the Siſter ſcolded, 
Robin rally'd and banterd, but poor Betty loſt 
Ground by it extremely in the Family: I heard of 
it, and I cry d heartily, and che old Lady came up 
to -me, ſome body having told her that I was fo 
much concern'd about it: I complain'd to her, that 
it was very hard the Doctors thould paſs ſuch a 
Cenſure upon me, for which they had no Ground; 
and that it was ſtill harder, conſtlering the Cir- 
cumſtances I was under in the Family; that I hop d 
had done nothing to leſſen her Eſteem for me, 
or given any Occaſion for the bickering between 
her Sons and Daughters; and I had more need 
to think of a Coffin, than of being in Love, and 
begg d ſhe would not let me ſuffer in her Opinion 

for any Body's Miſtakes, but my own. 
S She was ſenſible of the Juſtice of what ] had 

faid, and deſir d I would be fo faithful to her, as 
to anſwer her but one Queſtion ſincerely 2 I told 
her I would with all my Heart, and with the ut- 
moſt Plainneſs and Sincerity : Why then the Queſ- 
tion was, Whether there was any thing between 
her Son Robert and me ? I told her with all the 
Proteſtations of Sincerity that I was able to make, 
and as I might well do, that there was not, nor 
ever had been; I told her, that Mr. Robert had 
ratled and jeſted, as ſhe knew it was his Way, and 
1 took it always as I ſuppos d he meant it, to be a 
wild airy way of Diſcourſe that had no Significa- 
tion in 1t ; and again aſſur'd her, that there was not 
the leaſt Tittle of what ſhe underſtood by it be- 
tween us; and that thoſe who had ſuggeſted it, had 
done me a great deal of Wrong, and Mr. Robert 
no Service at all. | 
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The old Lady was fully ſatisfied, and kiſs d ms, 
ſpoke chearfully to me, and bid me take Care of 
my Health, and want for nothing, and ſo took her 
Leave : But when ſhe came down, fhe found the 
Brother and all his Siſters together by the Ears; 
they were angry even to Paſſion, at his upbraiding 
them with their being homely, and having never 
had any Sweetheart, never having been aſk'd the 
Queſtion, and their being fo forward, as almoſt to 
aſk firſt, but her Ladyſhip coming in the Height of 
it, put a Stop to it, telling them all the Diſcourſe 
ſhe had had with me, and how I anſwer d, that 
there was nothing between Mr. Robert and I. 

She's wrong there, ſays Robin, for if there was 
not a great deal between us, we ſhould be cloſer 
tagether than we are: I told her I lov'd her hugely 
ſays he, but I could never make the Jade believe 
was in earneſt. | | 

But prithee Son, adds ſhe, ſince you tell me 
that you could not make her believe that you were 
in earneſt, what muſt we believe about it? for you 
ramble ſo in your Diſcourſe, that no body knows 
whether you are in earneſt, or in jeſt. 

By my Faith, Madam, fays R:bn, tis in vain 
to mince the Matter, or tel) any more Lies about 
it; 1 am ir earneſt, as much as a Man is thats 
going to be hang d: If Mrs. Betty would ſay ſhe 

ov'd me, and that ſhe would marry me, I'd have 
her to-morrow Morning faſting, and ſay, To have, 
and to hold, inſtead of eating my Breakfaſt, 
Well, fays the Mother, then there's one Son loſt} 
and ſhe faid it in a very mournful Tone, as one 
greatly concern'd at it. | 1 

I hope not, Madam, ſays Robin, no Man is loſt, 
when a good Wife has found him. vy 
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Why, but Chill, ſays the old Lady, ſhe is 2 
Beggar. a 

0 hy then Madam, ſhe has the more need o 
Charity, ſays Robin; Ill take her off of the Hands 
of the Pariſh, and ſhe and III beg together 

It's bad jeſting with ſuch Things, ſays the Mo- 
ther. | 
I don't jeſt, Madam, ſays Robin: Well come 
and beg your Pardon, Madam, and your Bleſſing, 
Madam, and my Father's. * 

This is all out of the way, Son, ſays the Mo- 
ther; if you are in earneſt you are undone 

I am afraid not, ſays he, for I am really afraid 
ſhe won't have me. 5 

That's a fine Tale indeed, ſhe is not ſo far out 
of her Senſes neither; Mrs. Betty is no Fool, ſays 
the youngeſt Siſter, do you think ſhe has learnt to 
ſay uo, any more than other People? 

No, Mrs. Mirth- Mit, ſays Robin, Mrs. Betty is 
no Fool; but Mrs. Betty may be engag d ſome o- 
ther way, and what then ? 

Nay, ſays the eldeſt Siſter, we can ſay nothing 
to that; Who muſt it be then? She is never out 
of the Doors, it muſt be between you. 

I have nothing to ſay to that, ſays Robin, I have 
been examin'd enough ; there's my Brother, if it 
muſt be between us, go to work with him. 

This ſtung the elder Brother to the quick, and 
he concluded that Robin had diſcover'd ſomething: 
However, he kept himſelf from appearing diſturb d: 
Prithee, ſays he, dont go to ſham your Stories off 
upon me, I tell you, I deal in no ſuch Ware, and 
with that he roſe up, and bruſh'd off. 

No, ſays the eldeſt Siſter, 1 dare anſwer for my 
Brother, he knows the World better, 

88 , Thus 


; [34 
Thus the Diſcourſe ended, but it left the eldes 
Brother quite confounded: He concluded his Bro- 
ther had made a full Diſcovery, and he began to 
doubt, whether I had been concern d in it, or not; 
till one Day after Dinner, watching his eldeſt Siſter, 
till he could ſee her go up Stairs, he runs after her, 
Hark ye, Siſter, ſays he, Where is this ſick Woman, 
may not a body ſee her? Yes, ſays the Siſter, if 
you pleaſe; ſo entring my Chamber, I would have 
ot up off the Chair, but was ſo weak, I could not 
or a good while; and he ſaw it and his Siſter too, 
and ſhe ſaid, Come do not ſtrive to ſtand up, my 
Brother defires no Ceremony, eſpecially now you 


are ſo weak: No, no, Mrs. Betty, pray fit ſtill, ſays | 


he, and fo fits himſelf down in a Chair overagainſt 
me, and appearing as if he was mighty merry, he 
ſaid, poor Mrs. Betty, it is a ſad thing to be in love, 
why it has reduc'd you fadly: At laſt I ſpoke a 
little, Lam glad to ſee you merry, Sir, ſays I, but 
I think the Doctor might have found ſomething 
better to do, than to make his Game at his Patients ; 
JF I had been ill of no other Diſtemper, I know 
t he Proverb too well to have let him come to me: 
What Proverb? ſays he; O! I remember it now; 
what, 
8 Where Love is the Caſe, 
The Doctor an Aſs. 


Is not that it, Mrs. Betty? I ſmil'd, and faid no- 
thing: Nay, ſays he, I think the Effect has prov'd 
it to be Love; for it ſeems the Doctor has been able 
to do you but little Service, you mend very ſlowly 
they ſay, I doubt there's ſomewhat in it Mrs. Betty, 
I doubt you are fick of the Incurables, and that 19 
Love; I ſmild, and faig, No, indeed Sir, that's 
Done of my Diſtemper, | W 
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We had a deal of ſuch Diſcourſe, till by and by 
he aſk'd me to ſing them a Song; at which I] ſmil'd, 


and faid, My ſinging Days were over. At laſt he 


aſk'd, if he ſhould play upon his Flute to me; 
to which conſenting, he gave his Siſter the Key of 
his Cloſet to fetch it, telling her, it lay in ſuch a 
Drawer, where he was ſure it was not, that ſhe 
might be alittle while a looking for it. 

As ſoon as the was gone, he related the whole 
Story to me, of the Diſcourſe his Brother had about 
me, and of his puſhing it at him, and his Cons 
cern about it, which was the Reaſon: of his con- 
triving this Viſit to me: I aſſurd him, I had never 
open'd my Mouth either to his Brother, or to any 
Body elſe: I told him the dreadful Exigence I was 
in; that my Love to him, and his offering to have 


ne forget that Affection, and remove it to another, 


had thrown me down; and that I had a thouſand 
times wiſhed J might die, rather than recover, and 
to have the ſame Circumſtances to ſtruggle with 
as I had before; and that this Backwardneſs to Life, 
had been the great Reaſon of the Slowneſs of my 
Recovery: I added, that I foreſaw, that as ſoon as 
I was well, I muſt quit the Family; and that as for 
marrying his Brother, I abhorr'd the Thoughts of it, 
after what had been my Caſe with him, and that he 


might depend upon it, I would never ſee his Bro- 


ther again upon that Subject; that if he would break 
all his Vows, and Oaths, and Engagements with 
me, be that between his Conſcience, his Honour, 
and himſelf; but he ſhould never be able to ſay, 
that I, who he had perſuaded to call myſelf his Wife, 
and who had given him the Liberty to uſe me as a 
Wife, was not as faithful to him as a Wife ought: 
to be, whatever he might be to me. He 
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; Ss 
He was going to reply, but hearing his Siſter 2 
coming, and upon'my ſaying, I could never be pers 
ſuaded to love one Brother, and marry another, he 
ſhook his Head and faid Then / am ruin d, mean- 
ing himſelf, and that Moment his Siſter enter'd the 
Room, and told him ſhe could not find the Flute; 


well, ſays he merrily, this Lazineſs won't do, how- 


ever another time will be as well, ſo he gets up, and 
goes away, for his ſending his Siſter on this Errand 


was only to have an Opportunity to ſpeak to me, 


which he gain d, tho' not much to his Satisfaction. 

I had however, a great deal of Satisfaction in 
having ſpoken my Mind to him with Freedom ; 
and it was not many Weeks after this, before I was 


"about the Houſe again, and began to grow well; 


but I continu'd melancholy, filent, dull, and re- 
tir d for ſixteen or ſeventeen Weeks, which amaz d 
the whole Family; by whom expecting to be diſ- 
mis d every Day, I expected to hear no more of 
this Gentlemen, after all his ſolemn Vows and 
Proteſtations, but to be ruin d and abandon d for 
ver. 


At laſt T broke way myſelf in the Family, for 


my removing; whereupon the old Lady faid, Lam 
afraid, Betty, what I have ſaid to you about my Son, 
has had ſome Inflaence upon you, and that you are 
melancholly on his Account ; pray will you let me 
know how the Matter ſtands with you both. Why 
truly, Madam, faid I, that Matter ſtands as I wiſh 
if did not, and I ſhall be very ſincere with you in it, 
whatever befalls me for it, Mr. Robert has ſeveral 
mes propos d Marriage to me, which is what I had 
Ho Reafon to expect, my poor Circumſtances. con- 
Kder'd, but I have always reſiſted him, and that 
hapz in Terms more poſitive than became me, 
ealigering the Regard that 1 ought to 


have for 
every 
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every Branch of your Family, but ſaid I, Madam, I 


could never ſo far forget my Obligations to y <3; 
and all your Houſe, to offer to conſent to a Thing, 
which I know muſt needs be diſobliging to you, and 
this I have made my Argument to him, and have 


oſitively told him, that I would never entertain a 


hought of that kind, unleſs I had your Conſent, 
and his Father's alſo, to whom I was bound by ſo 
many invincible Obligations. 


And is this poſſible Mrs. Betty? ſays the old 


Lady; then you have been more juſt to us, than 
we have been to you; for we have all look d upon 
you as a kind of Snare to my Son; and thereupon 1 


had a Propoſal to make to you, for your Removal 


for fear of it; but if it be as you ſay, we have all 


wrong'd you very much. 
As to the Truth of what I ſay, Madam, faid I, 


I refer you to your Son himſelf; if he will do me 


any Juſtice, he muſt tell you the Story juſt as I have 


Away goes the old Lady to her Daughters, and 
tells them the whole Story, juſt as I had told it her, 
and they were ſurpriz d at it, you may be ſure, as I 


beliey'd they would be; one ſaid, ſhe could never 


have thought it; another ſaid, Robin was a Fool; 
a third ſaid, ſhe would not believe a Word of it, 
and ſhe would warrant that Robin would tell the 
Story another way ; but the old Gentlewoman, who 
was reſolv'd to go to the Bottom of it, before I 
ſhould have an Opportunity of ſpeaking to him, fent 
immediately for her Son, then at a Lawyer's: Houſe 
by them, who came inſtantly. 

* his coming up to them, ſit down Robin 
ſaysthe old Lady, I muſt have ſome Ia k with you; 
with all my Heart, Madam, fays Robin, looking 
very merry; I hope it is about a good Wife, for 1 

| am 


— 


r 
am at a great Loſs in this Affair; how can that be, 
ſays his Mother, did not you ſay, you reſolv'd to 
have Mrs. Betty? Ay Madam, ſays Robin, but there 
is one had forbid the Banns; forbid the Banns! ſays 
his Mother, who can that be? Even Mrs. Betty 
herſelf, ſays Robin. How ſo, ſays his Mother, have 
you ask d her the Queſtion then? Yes, indeed Na- 
dam, ſays Robin; I have attackt her in Form, five 
times ſince the was ſick, and am beaten off; the 
Jade is fo ſtout, ſhe wont capitulate, nor yield 
upon any Terms, except ſuch as I cannot effectually 
grant. explain yourſelf, ſays the Mother, forI am 
lurpriz d, I do not underſtand you, I hope you are 

not in earneſt, 

Why, Madam, fays he, the Caſe is plain enough 
upon me, it explains itſelf; ſhe won't have me, the 
ſays; is not that plain enough? I think tis plain, 
and pretty rough too; well, but ſays the Mother, 
you talk of Conditions, that you cannot Grant, 
what, does ſhe want a Settlement? her Joynture 
ought to be according to her Portion: but what 
Fortune does ſhe bring you? Nay, as to Fortune, 
fays Robin, ſhe is rich enough; I am ſatisfy d in that 
Point ; but 'tis I that am not able to come up to 
her Terms, and ſhe is poſitive ſhe will not have me 
without. | 

Here the Siſters put in, Madam, fays the ſecond 
Siſter, 'tis impoſſible to be ſerions with him ; he 
will never give a direct Anſwer to any thing; but 
let it be as it will, it will be beſt to turn her away: 
Robin was hereupon ſo much warm'd with his Siſter's 
Rudeneſs, that he reply'd, there are two ſorts of 
People, Madam, turning to his Mother, that there 
is no contending with, that is a wiſe body and a 
Fool, tis a little hard I ſhould engage with both of 
them together, | e 


Th 
ice 
hou! 
18. 


witho 
upon 
ſuppo 
varm 
le; ul 
ther. 
Thi 
to the 
as to 
but tl 
mad he 
ut if 
and f. 
Nay, 
handſc 
vas n 
0 take 
0 him 
me, th 
the Gi 
ut I 


U 39 1 


The younger Siſter then put in, we muſt be Fools 
ced, ſays ſhe, in my Brother's Opinion, that he 
mould think we can believe, he has ſeriouſly ask d 
is. Betty to marry him, and that ſhe had refus d 


him. ö 

Robin then ſaid, when your Brother had ſaid to 
your Mother, that ask'd her no leſs than five Times, 
and that it was ſo, that ſhe poſitively deny'd him, 
ethinks a younger Siſtar need not queſtion the 


Truth of it. | 
Well but Son, ſays the old Lally, if you are dif- 
yſtery of it, what were 


osd to let us into the 
heſe hard Conditions? Yes Madam, ſays Robin, I 
Shad done it before now, but the Conditions are, 
that I bring my Father and you to conſent to it, and 
without that, ſhe proteſts ſhe will never ſee me more 
upon that Head ; and theſe Conditions, as I ſaid, I 
ſuppoſe I ſhall never be able to grant; I hope my 
rarm Siſters will be anſwer'd now, and bluſh a lit- 
le; if not, I have no more t» ſay, till I hear far- 
ther, 

This Anſwer was ſurprizing to them all, tho leſs 
to the Mother, becauſe of what I had faid to her 
as to the Daughters they ſtood mute a great while; 
Put the Mother ſaid with ſome Paſhon, Well, I 
nad heard this before, but I could not believe it; 
ut if it be ſo, then we have all done Betty wrong, 
and ſhe has behav'd better than J ever expected: 
Nay, ſays the eldeſt Siſter, if it is ſo, ſhe has acted 
handſomely indeed: T confeſs, ſays the Mother, it 
'as none of her Fault, if he was Fool enough 
o take à Fancy to her; but to give ſuch an Anſwer 
o him, ſhews more Reſpe& to your Father and 
me, than I can tell how to expreſs; I ſhall value 
[he Girl the better for it, as long as J know her. 
Put 1 ſhall not, ſay Robin, unleſs you will give 
your 
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your Conſent: I'll conſider of that a while, ſays 
the Mother; I aſſure you, if there were not ſome 
other Objections in the Way, this Conduct of hen 
would go a great way to bring me to conſent : ! 
wiſh it — go quite through with it, ſays No- 
bin; if you have as much Thought about making 
me eaſy, as you have about making me rich, you 

would ſoon conſent to it. 
Why Kobin, ſays the Mother again, are you real. 
ly in earneſt ? Would you ſo fain have her as you 
pretend? Really Madam, fays Robin, I think tis 
hard you ſhould queſtio me upon that Head, al- 
ter all I have ſaid; but to let one Saying ſerve for 
all, I muſt declare I am in earneſt, in that I wil 
never have any body elſe, if I can help it, ſo you 
may determine for me, Betty, or no body, is the 
Word. All this was dreadful to me, for the Mo- 
ther began to yield, and Robin preſs d her home in 
it: On the other Hand, ſhe advis'd with the eld- 
eſt Son, and he us d all the Arguments in the 
World to perſuade her to conſent ; alledging his 
Brother's paſſionate Love for me, and my generous 
Regard to the Family, in refuſing my own Ad- 
| vantages, upon ſuch a nice Point of Honour, and 
a thouſand ſuch Things: And as to the Father, 
he was a Man in a hurry of publick Affairs, and 
getting Money, ſeldom at home, and thoughtful 
of the main Chance; but left all thoſe Things to 

his Wife. 

| The Plot being thus, as they thought, broke out, 
the Mother propos'd it to the elder Brother to talk 
to me about her conſenting for Robin to marry me, 
which was as well as he could wiſh; and be 
yielding to talk with me at his Mother's Requell 
came into the Chamber where IJ was, when taking 
me in his Arms, and kiſſing me very tenderly _ 
1 


** 
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he had a long Diſcourſe to hold with me, and 
Matters were now come to that Criſis, that I 


1 ſhould make myſelf happy or miſerable, as long 
0 as I liv'd; that the Thing was now gone fo far, 
0 that it 1 could not comply with his Deſire, we 
50 {hould be both ruin d: Then he told me the whole 


Story between Robin and his Mother, and Siſters, 
and himſelf, as it is above; and now dear Child, 
ſays he, conſider what it will be to marry a Gen- 
tleman of a good Family, in good Circumſtances, 
and with the Conſent of the whole Houſe, and to 
enjoy all that the World can give you: And what 
ion the other Hand, to be ſunk into the dark Cir- 
ou cumſtances of a Woman that has loſt her Repu- 
e tation; and that tho' I ſhall he a private Friend to 
. you while I live, yet as I ſhall be ſuſpected always, 
in! ſo you will be afraid to ſee me, and 1 ſhall be afraid 
d- fo own you. 
the He gave me no time to reply, but went on with 
his me thus: What has happen d between us Child, 
ous fo long as we both agree to be ſo, may be buried 
and forgotten: Tſhall always be your ſincere Friend, 
and without any Inclination to nearer Intimacy, when 
ter, vou become my Siſter; and we ſhall have all the 
ani boneſt part of Converſation without any Reproaches 
Fol WM between us, of having done amiſs: I beg of you 
sto to conſider it, and do not ſtan in the Way of your 
own Safety and Proſperity ; and to ſatisfy you that 
out, am fincere, added he, I here offer you 500 /. 
tan in Money, to make you ſome Amends for the 
me, Freedoms I have taken with you, which we ſhall 
bel book upon as ſome of the Follies of our Live 
uel, wich tis hop'd we may repent of. | 
I cannot ſay however, that any thing he ſaid, 
aid, made Impreſſion enouzh upon me, ſo as to give 
he Wl me any Thought of the Matter; till he told * 
A 
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laſt very plainly, that if I refus'd, he was forry 
to add, that he could never go on with me in that 
Station as he ſtood before; that tho' he lov'd me 
as well as ever, and that I was as agreeable to him 
as eyer, yet ſenſe of Virtue had not ſo far for- 
Aken him, as to ſuffer him to lie with a Woman 
that his Brother courted to make his Wife; and 
if he took his leave of me, with a Denial in this 
Affair, whatever he might do for me in the point 
of Support, grounded on his firſt Engagement of 
maintaining me, yet he would not have me be 
ſerpriz'd, that he was oblig'd to tell me, he could 
not allow himfelf to ſee me any more; and that 
indeed I could not expect it of him. 

I receiv'd this laſt Part with ſome Tokens of 
Surprize and Diſorder, and had much ado to avcid 


ſinking down, for indeed I lov'd him to an Exe 


travagance, not eaſy to imagine; but he perceive 
ing my Diſorder, entreated me to conſider ſeri» 
ouſly of it, aſſuring me at the fame time, that he 
thould ever acknowledge his Happineſs owing to 
me; that he would be a Debtor to me as long as 
he liv'd, and would be paying that Debt as long 
as he had Breath; thus he wrought me up, in 
ſhort, to a kind of Heſitation in the Matter, ha- 
ving the Dangers on one Side repreſented in lively 
Figures, and indeed heighten d by my Imagination 
of being turnd out to the wide World, a meer 
caſt off Whore, for it was no leſs, and perhaps 
expos d as fuch ; with no Friend, no Acquaintance 
in the whole World, out of that Town, and there 
I could not pretend to ſtay : All this terrify d me 
to the laſt Degree, and he took Care upon all 
Occaſions to to lay it home to me, in the worſt 
Colours that it could be poſſible to be drawn in; 
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on the other Hand, he fail'd not to ſet forth ths 


eaſy proſperous Life which I was gaing to live. 

He anſwer'd all that I could object from Affec- 
tion, and from former Engagements, with telling 
me the Neceſſity that was before us of taking o- 
ther Meaſures now; and as to his Promiſes of Mar- 
riage, the nature of Things, he ſaid, had put an 
End to that, by the Probability of my being his 
Brother's Wife, before the time to which his Pro- 
miſes all referr d. 

Thus, in a Word, I may ſay, he reaſon'd me out 
of my Reaſon; he conquer'd all my Arguments, 


and by his ſtrong Perſuaſion, he at 3 prevail d 


with me to conſent, tho with ſo much Reluctance, 
that it was eaſy to ſee I ſhould go to Church, like a 
Bear to the Stake; I had ſome little Apprehenſions 
about me too, leaſt my new Spouſe, who, by the 
way, I had not the leaſt Affection for, ſhould be 
ſkilful enough to challenge me on another Ac- 
count, upon our firſt coming to Bed together; but 
whether he did it with Deftzn, or not, I know 
not; but his elder Brother took care to make him 
very much fuddled before he went to Bed; fo that 
I had the Satisfaction of a drunken Bedfellow the 
firt Night: How he did it I know not, but I con- 
cluded that he certainly contriv'd it, that his Bro- 
ther might be able to make no Judgment of the 
Difference between a Maid and a married Woman 
nor did he ever entertain any Notions of it, or di- 
ſturb his Thoughts about it. * 
I muſt here take Notice, that my Gallant having 
ſhifted off his Whore into his Brother's Arms for 
a Wife, we may ſee Intereſt doth baniſh all Man- 
ner ot Affection; and makes Men give up Honour 
and Juſtice, Humanity, and even Chriſtianity, to - 
ſecure themfelves. Farthermore I muſt confeſs it 
griev d 
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1 rievd me, that I muſt be the Inſtrument to a» 
4 uſe ſo honeſt a Gentleman; but there was no 
Remedy, he would have me, and I was not oblig d 
to tell him, that I was his Brother's Whore, .tho' 1 
had no other way to put him off; ſo I came gra- 
dually into it, to his Satisfaction, and behold we 
were married. | | 
Modeſty forbids me to reveal the Secrets cf the 
Marriage-bed, but nothing could have happend 
more — to my Circumſtances, than that, as 
above, my Husband was ſo fuddled when he came 
to Bed, that he could not remember in the Morn» 
ing, whether he had had any Converſation with 
me or no; and I was oblig'd to tell him he had, 
tho' in Reality he had not, that I might be ſure he 
could make no Enquiry about any thing elſe. 
J had two Children by this Husband, who was 
really a very good one, and at the End of five Years 
died; but as he bad not receiv d much from his 
Friends, and had in the little time he livd ac- 
quir'd no -great Matters, ſo my Circumſtances were 
not great; nor was I much mended by the Match: 
Indeed I had preſerv'd the elder Brother's Bonds to 
me, to pay me 500 J. which he offer d me for my 
Conſent to marry his Brother ; and this, with what 
J had fav'd of the Money he formerly gave me, 
and about as much more by my Husband, left me 
a Widow with about 1200 J. in my Pocket. 
My two Children were indeed taken happily off 
my Hands, by my Husband's Father and Mother, 
and that by the way was all they got by Mrs. Betty. 
I confeſs I was not ſuitably affected with the 
Loſs of my Husband ; nor indeed can I ſay, that! 
ever lov d him as I ought to have done, or as wa 
eee to the good Uſage I had from him, 
or he was a tender, kind, good humour d Man 20 
any 
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any Woman could defire ; but his Brother being 
ſo always in my Sight, at leaſt, while we were in 
the Country, was a continual Snare to me; and 
I never was in Bed with my Husband, but I wiſh'd 
myſelf in the Arms of his Brother; and tho' his 
Brother. never offer d me the leaſt Kindneſs that 
way, afrer our Marriage, but carried it juſt as a 
Brother ought to do, yet it was impoſſible for me 
to do ſo to him: In ſhort, I committed Adultery 
and Inceſt with him every Day in my Deſires, 
which, without doubt, was as effectually criminal 
in the Nature of the Guilt, as if I had actually 
done it. | 

I was now, as above, left looſe to the World, 
and being ſtill young and handſome, as every body 
fail of me; and I aſſure you, I thought myſelf ſo, 
and with a tolerable Fortune in my Pocket, I put 
no ſmall Value upon myſelf: I was courted by fe- 
veral very conſiderable Tradeſmen ; and particularly 
very warmly by one, a Linnen-Draper, at whoſe 
Houſe after my Huſband's Death I took a Lodging, 
his Siſter being my Acquaintance; here I had all the 
Liberty, and all the Opportunity to be gay, and 
appear in Company, that I could defire ; my Land- 
lord's Siſter being one of the maleſt, gayeſt Things 
alive, and not ſo much Miſtreſs of her Vertue, as I 
thought at firſt ſhe had been: She brought me into 
a World of wild Company, and even brought 
home ſeveral Perſons, ſuch as ſhe lik'd well e- 
nough to pratity, to ſee her pretty Widow, ſo ſhe 
was pleas d to call me, and that Name J got in 
2 little time in publick: Now as Fame and Fools 
make an Aſſembly, I was here wonderfully careſs'd, 
had abundance of Admirers, and ſuch as call'd them- 
ſelves Love rs; but I found not one fair Propoſal 
among them all; as for their common _ „ that 
| under. 
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I underſtood too too well to be drawn into any 

more Snares of that Kind: The Caſe was alter d F 
with me, I had Money in my Pocket, and had no- to 
thing to ſay to them: I had been trick d once by 


that Cheat call'd Love, but the Game was over; I of 
was reſolv d now to be married, or nothing, and = 


to be well married, or not at all. 
I was not averſe to a Tradeſman, but then 1 

would have a Tradeſman forſooth, that was ſome- L 
thing of a Gentleman too; that when my Huſband WW 7 le 
had a mind to carry me to the Court, or to the Ple 
Play, he might become a Sword, and look as like 
a Gentleman, as another Man; and not be one 
that had the Mark of his Apron-ſtrings upon his ( 
Coat, ur the Mark of his Hat upon his Perriwig; Wh 
that ſhould look as if he was ſet on to his Sword, 
when his Sword was put on to him, and that ca- 
xied his Trade in his Countenance. 

Well, at laſt J found this amphibious Creature, I # 
this Land-water-thing, call'd a Gentleman-1I radef- Go 
man; and as a juſt Plague upon my Folly, | Ee 
was catchd in the very Snare, which, as J might 1: — 
Gay, I laid for myſelf ; 1 ſay, laid for myſelf, for! Wel 
was not trapan'd I conteſs, but I betray'd myſel. Con, 

This was a Draper too, for tho my Comrade an 
would have brought me to a Bargain with her Bro- 
ther; yet when it came to the Point, it was it 
ſeems for a Miſtreſs, not a Wife, and I kept true 
to this Notion, that a Woman thould never be kept 
for a Miſtreſs, that had Money to. keep herſelf. 
Thus my Pride, not my Principle; my Money, 
not my Vertue, kept me Honeſt ; tho' as it prov 
I found I had much better have been ſold by my ſhe 
Comrade to her Brother, than have ſold myſelf 2 
I did to a Tradeſman, that was Rake, Gentleman, 
Shop-keeper, and Beggar all together, 5 | 

* 


A 
But I was hurried on (by my Fancy to a Gentleman 
to ruin myſelf in the groſſeſt Manner that ever 
Woman did; for my new Huſband coming to a lump 
of Money at once, fell into ſuch a Profuſion of Ex- 
pence, that all J had, and all he had before, if he 
had any thing worth mentioning, would not have 
held it out above one Year. 

He was very fond of me for above a quarter of 
a Year, and what I got by that, was, that I had the 
Pleaſure of ſeeing a great deal of my Money ſpent 
upon myſelf, and, as I may ſay, had ſome of the 
ſpending it too. Come, my dear, ſays he to me 


one Day, ſhall we go and take a Turn into the 


Country for about a Week? Ay, my dear, ſays J, 
Whither would you go? I care not whither, ſays he, 
but J have a Mind to look like Quality for a Week; 
well go to Oxford, ſays he: How, ſays I, ſhall we 
go, I am no Horſe-woman, and tis too far for a 
Coach: Too far, ſays he, no Place is too far for a 
Coach and Six: If I carry you out, you ſhall travel 
like a Dutcheſs ; hum, ſays I, my Dear tis a Fro- 
lick, but if you have a Mind to it, I don't care. 
Well, the Time was appointed, we had a rich 
Coach, very good Horſes, a Coachman, Poſtilion, 
and two Footmen in very good Liveries ; a Gen- 
tleman on Horſeback, and a 6 with a Feather in 
his Hat upon another Horſe ; the Servants all call d 
him my Lord, and the Inn-keepers you may be ſure 
did the like, and I was her Honour, the Counteſs ; 
and thus we travel'd to Oxford, and a very plea- 
fant Journey we had; for, give him his due, not a 
Beggar alive knew better how to be a Lord than my 
Huſband ; We ſaw all the Rarites at Oxford; and 
thus having liv'd like Quality indeed, as to Expence, 
we went away for Northampton; and in a Word, 
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in about twelve Days Ramble came home again, to 
the Tune of about 93 J. Expence. | 

Vanity is the Perfection of a Fop; and now! 
muſt tell you, that in about two Years and a Quar- 
ter he broke, and was not ſo happy to get over 
into the Mint, but got into a Spunging-houſe, be- 
ing arreſted in an Action too heavy for him to 
give Bail to, ſo he ſent for me to come to him. 

It was no Surprize to me, for I had foreſeen 
ſome time, that all was going to Wreck, and had 
been taking Care to reſerve ſomething if I could, 
tho' it was not much for myſelf: But when he 
ſent for me, he bchav'd much better than I ex 
pected, and told me plainly, he had plaid the fool, 
and ſuffer d himſelf to be ſurpriz d, which he 
might have prevented; that now he foreſa w he 
could not ſtand it, and therefore he would have 
me go home, and in the Night take away every 
Thing I had in the Houſe of any Value, and ſe 
cure it; and after that, he told me, that if I could 

et away 1001, or 200 J. in Goods out of the 
Bop, I ſhould do it, only ſays he, let me know 
nothing of it, neither what you take, or whither 
you carry it; for as for me, ſays he, I am reſolvd 
to get out of this Houſe and be gone; and if you 
never hear of me more, my Dear, ſays he, I wiſh 
you well; I am only ſorry for the Injury I have 
done you; and ſaid a many handſome Things more 
to me indeed at parting, 


* 


However, I did as he bad me, that ycu may 
be ſure; and having thus taken my leave of him, 
I never ſaw him more; for he found Means to 
break out of the Bailiffss Houſe that Night, or 
the next, and got over into France; and for the ref), 
the Creditors ſcrambled for it as well as they cond 
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how, I know not, for I could come at no Knows 
ledge of any thing, more than this, that he came 
1 WH home at three a clock in the Morning, caus d the 
r- WJ reft of his Goods to be remov'd into the Mint, 
er and the Shop to be ſhut up; and having rais'd what 
e W Money he could get together, he got over, as I ſaid, 
to MW to France, from whence I had one or two Letters 
from him, and no more. | 
en I did not fee him when he came home, for he 
ad W having given me ſuch Inſtructions as above, and 
d, I having made the beſt of my Time, I had no 
he more Buſineſs back again at the Houſe, not know-. 
ing but J might have been ſtop'd there by the 
ol, W Creditors; for a Commiſſion of Bankrupt being 
he W ſoon after iſſued, they might have ſtop'd me by 
he Orders from the Commiſſioners : But my Husband - 
ve having ſo dextrouſly got out of the Bailiff s Houſe, 
ry by letting himſelf down in a moſt deſperate Man- 
ſee ner, from almoſt the Top of the Houſe, to the Top 
of another Building, and leaping from thence, 
he WW which was almoſt two Stories, and which was e- 
WW WW nough indeed to have broken his Neck, he came 
ner WW home and got away his Goods, before the Credi- 
va tors could come to ſeize, that is to ſay, before 
ou they could get out the Commiſſion, and be ready 
iſh to ſend their Officers to take Poſſeſſion, 
we My Husband was ſo civil to me, for {till I ſay, he 
ore WW was much of a Gentleman, that in the firſt Letter 
he wrote me from France, he let me know where 
nay WW he had pawn'd 20 Pieces of fine Holland for 30 J. 
im, which were really worth above go 7. and enclos'd 
to me the Token, and an Order for the taking them 
up, paying the Money, which I did, and made in 
eſt, W time above 100 J. of them. 
d However, with all this 1 found I could hardly 
muſter up 500 J. and * was very - 4 
Or 
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for tho I had no Child, (J had had one by my Gen- 
tleman Draper, but it was buried) yet I was a 
Widow bewitch'd, I had 2 Husband, and no Hu. 
band, and I could not pretend to marry again, tho' 
I knew well enough my Husband would never ſee 
England any more, if he liv'd fifty Years : Thus, 
1 fay, I was limited from Marriage, what Offers 
ſoever might be made me; and I had not one Friend 
to adviſe with in the Condition -I was in, at leaſt 
not one I durſt truſt the Secret of my Circum- 
ſtances to ; for if the Commiſſioners were to have 
been inform'd where I was, I ſhould have been 
ketch d up, and examin'd upon: Oath, and all I had 
ſav d be taken from me. | 

Upon theſe Apprehenſions the firſt thing I did, 
was to go quite out of my Knowledge, and go by 
another Name: This I did effectually, for I went 
into the Mint too, took Lodgings in a very pri- 
vate Place, dreſt me up in the Habit of a Widow, 
and call d myſelf Mrs. Flanders. 
Here I ſoon got a great deal of Company about 
me; and whether it be that Women are ſcarce a- 
mong the ſorts of People that generally are to be 
found there; or that ſome Conſolation in the Mi- 
ſeries of the Place, are more requiſite than on o- 
ther Occaſions; I ſoon found an agreeable Woman 
was exceedingly valuable among the Sons of Afflic- 
tion there; and that thoſe that wanted Money to 
Fay Half a Crown in the Pound to their Creditors, 

and that run in Debt at the Sign of the Bull for 
their Dinners, would yet find Money for a Supper, 
if they likd the Woman. 

However, I kept myſelf ſafe yet, tho' I began 
like my Lord Rochefter's Miſtreſs, that lov'd his 
Company, but would not admit him —_— to 

Have 
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have the Scanlal of a Whore, without the Joy; 
and upon this Score-tir'd with the Place, and in- 
deed with the Company too, I began to think of 
removing. 
It was indeed a Subject of ſtrange Reflection to 
me, to ſee Men who were overwhelm'd in — 
plexd Circumſtances; who were reduced ſome De- 
grees below being ruin d; whoſe Families were Ob- 
jets of their own Terror, and other Peoples Cha- 
rity ; yet while a Penny laſted, nay, even beyond 
it, endeavouring to drown their Sorrow in their 
Wickedneſs: But it is none of my Talent to preach; 
theſe Men were too wicked, even for me; there 
was ſomething horrid and abſurd in their Way of 
ſinning, for it was all a Force even upon them» 
ſelves ; they did not only act againſt Conſcience, 
but againſt Nature; they put a Rape upon their 
Temper, to drown the Reflections which their Cir» 
cumſtances continually gave them; and nothing 
was more eaſy than to ſee how Sighs would inter- 
rupt their Songs, and Paleneſs and Anguiſh ſit up- 
on their Brows, 1n ſpight of the forc'd Smiles they 
put on; nay, ſometimes it would break out at their 
very Mouths, when they had parted with their Mo- 
ney for a lewd Treat, or a wicked Embrace; I nave 
heard them, turning about, fetch a deep Sigh, and 
cry, what a Dog am I! Well Betty, my Dear, III 
drink thy Health tho, meaning the honeſt Wife, 
that perhaps had not Half a Crown for herſelf, and 
three or four Children : The next Morning they are 
at their Penitentials again, and perhaps the poor 
weeping Wife comes over to him, either brings 
him ſome Account of what his Creditors are doing, 
and how ſhe and the Children are turn'd out of 
Doors, or ſome other drggdfu! News; and this adds 
to his ſelf IG . but finding it all Darkneſs 
on 
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on every Side, he flys to the ſame Relief again, 
vi. to drink it away, debauch it away, and falling 
into Company of Men in juſt the ſame Conditio 

with himſelf, he repeats the Crime, and thus he 
goes every Day one Step onward of his Way to De- 


- Kruction, 


I was not wicked enough for ſuch Fellows as 


theſe yet; therefore being fill'd with Horror at the 


Place I was in, and the dreadful Objects which I 
had always before me, I reſolv'd to be gone. 

I had: made an Acquaintance with a very ſober 
good fort of a Woman, who was a Widow too like 
me, but in better Circumſtances ; her Husband had 
been a Captain of a Merchant Ship, and having had 
the Misfortune to be caſt away coming home on a 
Voyage from the Weft-Indies, which would have 
been very profitable, if he had come ſafe, was ſo 
redue d by the Loſs, that tho he had ſaved his Life 
then, it broke his Heart, and kill'd him afterwards, 
and his Widow being purſued by the Creditors, 
was forc'd to ſhelter in the Mint She ſoon made 


things up with the help of Friends, and was at 


liberty again; and finding that I rather was there to 


be conceal'd, than by any particular Proſecutions, 
and finding alſo that I agreed with her, or rather 


the with me, in a juſt Abhorrence of the Place, and 
of the Company, ſhe invited me to go home with 
Her, till I could put myſelf in ſome Poſture of ſet- 
ling in the World to my Mind; withal telling me, 
that.it was ten to one but ſome good Captain of a 
Ship might take a Fancy to me, and court me, in 
that Part of the Town where ſhe livd. 

TI accepted her Offer, and was with her half a 
Year, and ſhould have been longer; but in that 


Interval, what ſhe propos dto me, happen d to her- 


felt, and ſhe marry d very much to her A 
| ut 
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but whoſe Fortune ſoever was upon the Enereaſe, 
mine ſeem'd to be upon the Wane, and I found 
nothing preſent, except two or three Boatſwains, 
or ſuch Fellows, but as for the Commanders, they 
were generally of two Sorts: 1ſt. Such as having 
good Buſineſs, that is to ſay, a good Ship, reſolv d 
not to marry, but with Advantage, that is, with a 
good Fortune: 2dly. Such as being out of Employ, 
wanted a Wite to help them to a Ship; I mcan, 
(1.) A-Wife, who having ſome Money could enable 
them to hold, as they call it, a good Part of a Ship 
themſelves, ſo to encourage Owners to come in: 
Or, (2.) A Wife, who if ſhe had not Money, ha: 
Friends who were concern'd in Shipping, and“ ſo 
could help to put the young Man into a good Ship, 
which to them is as good as a Portion, and neither 
of theſe was my Caſe; ſo I look d like one that was 
to lye on hand. | 1 

This Knowledge I ſoon: learnt by Experience, 
viz. That the State of Things was altered, as to 
Matrimony, and that I was not to expect at Lon- 
don, what I had found in the Country, that Mar- 
liages were here the Conſequences of politick 
Schemes, for forming Intereſts, and carrying on Bu- 
ſineſs, and that Love had no Share, or but very lit- 

tle in the Matter. Iv | | 

Beſides this, I obſerv'd that the Men made no 
Scruple to ſet themſelves out, and to go a Fortune- 
hunting, as they call it, when they had really no 
Fortune themſelves to demand it, or Merit to de- 
ſerve it; and that they carried it ſo high, that a Wo- 
man was ſcarce allow'd to enquire after the Cha- 
racter or Eſtate of the Perſon that pretended to her: 
This J had an Example of in a young Lady at the 
next Houſe to me, and with whom I had contraQ-- 
ed an Intimacy: She was courted by a young Cap- 
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tain, and tho” ſhe had near 2000 J. to her Fortune, 
me did but enquire of ſome of his Neighbours 
about his Character, his Morals, or Subſtance, and 
he took Occaſion at the next Viſit to let her know, 
truly, that he took it very ill, and that he ſhould 


not give her the Trouble of his Viſits any more: 


I heard of it, and as I had begun my Acquaintance 
with her, I went to ſee her upon it; ſhe enter d in- 
to a cloſe Converſation. with me about it, and un- 


boſom'd herſelf very freely; I perceiv'd preſently, , | 


that tho ſhe thought herſelf very ill us'd, yet ſhe 
had no Power to reſent ir, and was exceedingly 
piqu'd that ſhe had loſt him, and particularly that 
another of leſs Fortune had gain d him. 


I fortifyd her Mind againſt ſuch a Meanneſs, as 


I call'd it; I told her, that as low as I was in the 
World, I would have deſpisd a Man that ſhould 
think T ought to take him upon his own Recom- 
mendation only, without having the Liberty to 


inform myſelf of his Fortune, and of his Character; 


alſo I told her, that as ſhe had a good Fortune, 


mꝛe had no need to ſtoop to the Biſaſter of the 


Jimes; that a Woman can never want an Oppor- 
tunity to be reveng'd of a Man that has us d her ill, 
and that there were Ways enough to humble ſuch 


a Fellow as that, or elſe certainly Women were the 


moſt unhappy Creatures in the World. 
I found ſhe was very well pleas d with the Diſ- 


courſe, and ſhe rold me ſeriouſly, that ſhe would 


be very glad to make him ſenſible of her juſt Re- 


fentment, and either to bring him on again, or 


have the Satisfaction of her Revenge being as pub- 
lick as poſſible. 

I told her, that if ſhe would take my Advice, I 
would tell her how ſhe ſhould obtain her Wiſhes in 


both thoſe things; and that I would engage I would 


bring 
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bring the Man to her Door again, and make him 
beg to be Jet in: She ſmil'd-ar that, and liſſen d 
very willingly to my offer of Advice; ſo I told her, 
that the firſt thing ſhe ought to do, was a piece of 
mango to herſelf, namely, that whereas the had 
een told by ſeveral] People, that he had reported 
among the Ladies, that he had left her, and pre- 
tended to give the Advantage of the Negative to 
himſelf ; ſhe ſhould take care to have it well ſpread 
among the Women, which ſhe could not fail of an 
Opportunity to do, in a Neighbourhood ſo ad- 
dicted to Family-News, as that ſhe liv'd in was; 
that ſhe had enquired into his Circumſtances, and 
found he was not the Man, as to Eſtate, he pre- 
tended to be: Let them be told, Madam, ſaid I, 
that you had been well inform'd that he was nor 
the Man that you expected, and that you thought 
it was not ſafe to meddle with him; that you 
heard he was of an ill Temper, and that he boaſt» 
ed how he had uſed the Women ill upon many Oc- 
caſions, and that particularly he was debauch'd in 
his Morals; the laſt of which indeed had ſome 
Truth in it ; but at the ſame time, I' did not find 
that ſhe ſeem'd to like him much the worſe for 
that Part. . 

As I had put this into her Head, ſhe came moft 
readily into it; immediately ſhe went to- work to 
find Inſtruments, and ſhe had very little Difficulty 
in the Search; for telling her Story in general to a 
Couple of Goffips in the Neighbourhood, it was 
the Chat of the Tea-Table all over that part of the 
Town, and I met with it where ever I viſited: 
Alſo, as it was known that I was acquainted with 
the young Lady herſelf, my Opinion was ask d 
very often, and I confirm'd it with all the neceſ- 
ſary Aggravations, and ſet out his Character in the 
D. 4 blackeſt 
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blackeſt Colours: I added, for 1 confeſs I was 
heartily piqud at the Rogue, as I call d him, that 
I had heard a Rumour too, that he had a Wife 


alive at Plymouth, and another in the Meſt Indies, 


a thing which they all knew was not very uncom- 
mon for ſuch kind of Gentlemen, 
This work'd as we both defird it, for preſently 


the young Lady at next Door, who had a Father | 


and Mother that govern'd both lier and her Fortune, 
was ſhut up, and her Father forbid him the Houſe: 
Alſo in one Place more where he went, the Wo- 
man had the Courage, however ſtrange it was, to 
ſay No, and he could try no where but he was re- 
proached with his Pride, and that he pretended not 
to give the Women leave to enquire into his Cha- 
racter, and the like. | 

Well, by this time he began to be ſenſible of his 
Miſtake, and having alarm'l all the Women on 
that fide the Water, he went over to Ratchf, 
and got Acceſs to ſome of the Ladies there ; but 
tho the young Women there too, were, according 
to the Fate of the Day, pretty willing to be aſk d, 
yet ſuch was his ill Luck, that his Character fol- 


 Jow'd him over the Water, and his good Name 
was much the ſame there, as it was on our Side; 
ſo that tho he might have had Wives enough, yet 


it did not happen among the Women that had 
good Fortunes, which was what he wanted. 
But this was not all, the very ingeniouſly ma- 


nag d another thing herſelf, for ſhe got a young Gen- 


tleman, who was a Relation, and was indeed a 
marry d Man, to come and viſit her two or three 
times a Week in a very fine Chariot and good Li- 


veries, and her two Agents, and I alſo, preſently 


ſpread a Report all over, that this Gentleman 
came to court her. 
| This. 
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This took immediately, the Captain was laugh'd #þ 
at in all Companies, and was ready to hang him! 
ſelf; he tryd all Ways poſhble to come at her again; 
and wrote the moſt paſſionate Letters to her in the 
World, excuſing his former Raſhneſs, and in ſhort, 
by great Application, obtain d leave to wait on her 
again, as he ſaid, to clear his Reputation. 

At this Meeting ſhe had her full Revenge of 
him; for ſhe told him, ſhe wondred what he took 
her to be, that ſhe ſhould admit any Man to a 
Treaty of ſo much Conſequence, as that of Ma- 
riage, without enquiring very well into his Cir- 
cumſtances ; that if he thought ſhe was to be huff d 
into Wedlock, and that ſhe was in the ſame Cir- 
cumſtances which her Neighbours might be in, 
viz, to take up with the firſt good Chriſtian that 
came, he was miſtaken; that in a word, his Cha 
racer was really bad, or he was very ill beholden' 
to his Neighbours; and that unleſs he could clear 
up ſome Points, in which he had juſtly been pre- 
judiced, ſhe had no more to ſay to him, but to do- 
herſelf Juſtice, and give him the Satisfaction of Þ}f 
knowing, that ſhe was not afraid to ſay No, either 
to him, or any Man elſe, i 

With that ſhe told him what ſhe had heard, of 
the Scandal rais'd on his Morals : his having been 
reproach'd with ſuch and ſuch Women; and his 
having a Wife at Plymouth, and in the Weſt Indies, i 
and the like. 

He was fo confounded at her Diſcourſe that ö 
he could not anſwer a Word, and ſhe almoſt be- 
gan to believe that all was true, by his Diſorder, - | 
tho' at the ſame time ſhe knew that ſhe had been 
the raiſer of all thoſe Reports herſelf. v 

After ſome time he recover d himſelf a little; | | 
and from that time became the moſt humble, the #4 
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moſt modeft, and moſt importunate Man alive in- 
His Courtſhip. 

Thus I convinc'd her, that if the Men made 
their Advantage of our Sex in the Affair of Mar- 
riage, upon the Suppoſition of there being ſuch 
Choice to be had, and of the Women being ſo eaſy; 
. It was only owing to this, that the Women wanted 
Lounge to maintain their Ground, and to play 
their Part; and that according to my Lord Ro- 
beſter.. 


« A Woman's ne er fo ruin d but ſhe can 
* Revenge herſelf on her Undoer, Man. 


After theſe things, this young Lady plaid her 
Part ſo well, that tho ſhe reſolved to have him, 
and that indeed having him was the main Bent 
of her Deſign, yet ſhe made his obtaining her be 
to him the moſt difficult thing in the World; and 


fl this ſhe did, not by a hauzhty reſerv'd Carriage, 


but by a juſt Policy, turning the Tables upon him, 
and playing back upon him his own Game. 

It was enough to him to obtain her for a Wife, 
as to what ſhe had, ſhe told him plainly, that as 
he knew her Circumſtances, it was but juſt ſhe 
Mould know his; and tho' at the ſame time he 
had only. known her (Circumſtances by common 
Fame, yet he had made ſo many Proteſtations of 
his Paſſion for her, that he could ask no more but 
Her Hand to his grand Requeſt, and the like Ram- 
ble according to the Cuſtom of Lovers. In ſhort, 
he left himſelf no room to ask any more Queſtions 
about her Eſtate, and ſhe took the Advantage of 
it like a prudent Woman, for ſhe plac'd part of 
UW Her Fortune fo in Truſtees, without letting him 
Know any thing of it, that it was quite out of - 
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ot and made him be very well content with 
the reſt, 3 ; 

It is true, ſhe was pretty well beſides, that is 
to ſay, ſhe had about 1400 J. in Money, which the 
ve him, and the gther, after ſome time, ſhe 
Frooght to light, as a Perquiſite to herſelf; which 
he was to accept as a mighty Favour, ſeeing, tho“ 
it was not to be his, it might eaſe him in the 
Article of her particular Expences ; and I muſt add, 
that by this Conduct the — himſelf be- 
came not only the more humble in his Applications 
to her to obtain her, but alſo was much the more 

an obliging Husband to her when he had her. 

This Relation may ſerve therefore to let the La- 
dies ſee, that the Advantage is not ſo much on the 
other Side, as the Men think it is; and tho it may 
be true, that the Men have but too much Choice 
among us, and that ſome Women may be found, 
who will diſhonour themſelves, be cheap and eaſy 
to come at, and will ſcarce wait to be aſk'd ; yet 
if they will have Women, as I may ſay,” worth 
having, they may find them as uncomatable as ever; 
and that thoſe that are otherwiſe, are a ſort ot 
People that have ſuch Deſficiencies, when had, as 
rather recommend the Ladies that are difficult, 
than encourage the Men to go on with their eaſy.” 
Courtſhip, and expect Wives equally valuable that 
will come at firſt Call. | 

Nothing is more certain, than that the Ladies 
always gain of the Men, by keeping their Ground, 
and letting their pretended Lovers ſee they can 
reſent bein ſlighted, and that they are not afraid 
of ſaying No. They, 1 obſerve, inſult us mighti- 
ly, with telling us of the Number of Women; 
that the Wars and the Sea, and Trade, and other 
incidents have carried the Men ſo much away, — 
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there is no Proportion between the Numbers of | 


the Sexes; and therefore the Women have the 
Diſadvantage ; but I am far from granting that 
the Number of the Women is ſo great, or the 
Number of the Men ſo ſmall ; but if they will 
Have me tell the Truth, the Diſadvantage of the 
Women, is a terrible Scandal upon the Men, and 
it lies here, and here only, namely, that the Age 


is ſo wicked, and the Sex ſo debauch'd, that in | 


ſhort the Number of ſuch Men, as an honeſt Wo- 
man ought to meddle with, is ſmall indeed, and 
it is but here and there that a Man is to be 
found who is fit for a Woman to venture upon, 

But the Conſequence even of that too amounts 
to no more than this ; that Women ought to be the 
more nice; for how do we know the juſt Charac- 
ter of the Man that makes the Offer ? | 

On the contrary, the Women have ten thouſand 
times the more Reaſon to be wary, and backward, 
by how much the Hazard of being betray'd is 
the greater; and would the Ladies conſider this, 
and act the wary Part, they would diſcover every 
Cheat that offer d; for in ſhort, the Lives of very 
few now a-Days will bear 2 Character ; and if the 
Ladies do but make a little Enquiry, they will ſoon 
be able to diſtinguiſh the Men, and deliver them- 
ſelves: As for Women that do not think theiy 
own Safety worth their Thought, that impatient of 
their preſent State, reſolve as they call it to take 
the firſt good Chriſtian that comes; that runs into 
Matrimony, as a Horſe ruſhes into the Battle; J 
can ſay nothing to them, but this, that they are a 
Sort of Ladies that are to be prayd for among 
the reſt of diſtemper d People; and to me they 
Hok like People that venture their whole Eſtates 
in a Lottery, where there is a Hundred Thouſand 


Blanks to one Prize. N 
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No Man of common Senſe will value a Woman 
the leſs, for not giving up herſelf at the firſt Attack, 
or for accepting his Propoſal without enquiring 
into his Perſon or Character; on the contrary, he 
muſt think her the weakeſt of all Creatures in the 
World, as the Rate of Men now goes: In ſhort, 
he muſt have a very contemptible Opinion of her 
Capacities, nay, even of her Underſtanding, that 
having but one Caſt for her Life, ſhall caſt that 
Life away at once, and make Matrimony like 
Death, be a Leap in the Dark. 

In a Ward, there is no Woman, Deformity, or 
loſt Reputation excepted, but if ſhe manages well, 
may be marry'd ſafely one time or other; but if 
ſhe precipitates herſelf, it is ten Thouſand to one but 
ſhe is undone. „ 

But I come now to my own Caſe, in which there 
was at this Time no little Nicety. I reſolv'd there- 
fore, as to the State of my preſent Circumſtances, 
that it was abſolutely neceſſary to change my Sta- 
tion, and make a new Appearance in ſome other 
Place where I was not known, and even to paſs by 
another Name if I found Occaſion. 

My Stock was but Iow, for T had made but about 
540 J. at the Cloſe of my laſt Affair, and I had 
waſted ſome of that; however, I had about 460 J. 
left, a great many very rich Cloaths, a gold Watch, 
and ſome Jewels, tho of no extraordinary Value, 
and about 30 or 40 J. left in Linnen not diſpos'd of. 

I communicated my Thonghts to my intimate 
Friend the Captain's Lady, who preſently gave our, 


L was a Fortune, and telling her Husband this, there 


needed nothing on my fide; I was but to ſit ſtill, 


and that I was a Fortune, that had at leaſt 1500 1. 


and perhaps a great deal more. 
I pick'd out my Man without much Difficulty, 


by the Judgment I made of his way of courting 


me 


— 
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me; Thad let him run on with his Proteſtations and 


Oaths that he lov'd me above all the World; that 
if I would make him happy; that was enough, all 
which I knew was upon Suppoſition, nay, it was 


upon a full Satisfaction, that Iwas very Rich, that 


Fnever told him a Word of it myſelf. 

One Morning he pulls off his Diamond Ring, 
and writes upon the Glaſs of the Saſh in my Cham- 
ber this Line, 

You I love, and you alone. 

Tread it and aſk'd him to lend me his Ring, with 
which I wrote under it thus, 


And ſo in love ſays every one. 


He takes his Ring again, and writes another Line. 


thus, 
Virtus alone is an Eftate. 
Iborrow d it again, and I wrote under it, 
But Money's Virtue; Gold ts Fate. 
He colour'd as red as Fire to ſee me turn. ſo quick 


upon him, and in a kind of Rage told me he would 


conquer me, and writes again thus, 
I ſcorn your Gold, and yet I love. 
Iventur d all upon the laſt caſt of Poetry, as you'll 
ſee, for I wrote boldly under his laſt, 
Im Poor: Let's ſee how kind you'll prove, 


This was a ſad Truth to me, whether he believ'd me 
or no I cou d not tell; I ſuppos d then that he did not. 


However he flew to me, took me up in his Arms, 


an] kiſſing me very eagerly, and with the greateſt 
Pafhon imaginable hehe d me faſt till he call'd for 


wait 


a Pen and Ink, and then told me he could not 


woo FY 


„ 
wait the tedious wilting os the Glaſs, but pulling. 
out a piece of Paper, he began and wrote again, 

Be mine, with all your Poverty. 


| I took his Pen and follow'd him immediately thus, 


"Yet ſecretly you hope i lie, 
He told me that was unkind, becauſe. it was not 


| aſt, and that I put him upon contradicting me, 


which did not conſiſt with good Manners, any more 


than with his Affection; and therefore ſince I had 


inſenſibly drawn him into this poetical Scribble, he 
beg'd I would not oblige him to break it off, ſe he 
writes again,. 

Let Lows alone be our Debate. 
I wrote again, 


She Ioves enough, that does not hate. 


This he took for a Favour, and ſo laid down th 
Cudgels, that is to ſay the Pen. 

Beſides, tho I had jeſted with him, as he ſup- 
os d it, ſo often about my Poverty, yet, when he 
ound it to be true, he had fore-cloſed all manner of 
Objection, ſeeing whether he was in jeſt or earneſt, 
he had declar d myſelf to be very poor, ſo that in 
a Word, I had him faſt both Ways; and tho' he 
might ſay afterwards he was cheated, yet he could 
never ſay that I had cheated: him. | 

He began from this Time to let me voluntarily in- 
to all his Affairs, and to tell me in a frank open 
Way, all his Circumſtances, by which I found he 
was very well to paſs in the World ; but that great 
Part of his Eftate conſiſted of three Plantations, 
which he had in Virginia, which brought him in 
a yeey good Income, generally ſpeaking, to te 
Tune of 3097. a Year, but that if he was to live 


upon them, would bring him in four times as much; 


very 
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very well; thought I, you ſhall carry me thither 21 
_ as you pleaſe, tho'I won't tell you ſo before. 

I carried it on as far as this with a ſort of In. 
differency, that he often wondred at, more than at 
firſt, and had I diſcovered really and truly what my 
great Fortune was, and that in all I had not full 
_ when he expected 1500 J. yet I had hook 

im ſo faſt, and playd him ſo long, that I was ſatis 
fred he would have had me in my worſt Circumſtances, 

In ſhort, we were married, and very bappily mar- 
ried on my ſide I'afſure you, as to the Man, for he 
was the beſt humour d Man that ever Woman had, 
but his Circumftances were not ſo good as ima. 
gined, as on the other Hand he had not bettered 
himſelf by marrying ſo much as he expected. 

After I had been married about a Fortnight, | 
brought.500 Pounds tomy Huſband, who diſcover 
many times his Inclination of going over to Vir- 
ginia to live upon his own; and. often would be 
magnifying the Way of living there, how cheap, 
how plentiful, how pleaſant, and the like, 

I tegan preſently to underſtand his meaning, and 
Itook him up very plainly one Morning, and told i 
him that I did ſo; that I found his Eftate turn'd 
to no Account at this Diſtance, compar'd to what 
it would do if he would go and live upon the 
Spot, and that I found he had a mind to go and live 
there; and I added, that I was ſenſible he had been 
diſappointed in a Wife, and that finding his Ex 
pectations not anſwer'd. that Way, I could do no lels 
to make him amends than tell him, that I was very 
willing to go over to Virginia with him and live 
there. 

Then he told me, that he had a very good Houle 
that it was well furniſhd, that his Mother _— 

as aN 


"I. 

alive and liv'd in it, and one Siſter, which was all 
the Relations he had ; that as ſoon as he' came there, 
his Mother woul4 remove to another Houſe which 
was her own for Life, and his after her Deceaſe ; 
ſo that I ſhould have all the Houſe to myſelf, and 1 
found all this to be exactly as he had ſaid. 

To givean Account of the manner of our Voyage, 
which was long and full of Dangers, is out of my 
way, I kept no Journal, neither did my Huſband; 
all that J can ſay is, that after a terrible Paſſage, 
frighted twice with dreadful Storms, and once wath - 
what was ſtill more terrible, I mean a Pyrate, who 
came on board and took away almoſt all our Proviſi- 
ons; and which would have been beyond all to me, 
they had once taken my Huſband to go along with 
them, but by Entreaties were prevail d with to leave 
him: I ſay, after all theſe terrible Things, wearriv'd 
in Tork-River in Virginia, and coming to our Plan- 
tation, we were receiv'd with all the Demonſtrations. 
of Tenderneſs and Affection (by my Husband's Mo- 
ther) that were poſſible to be expreſs'd. | 

We liv'd here all together, my Mother-in-law, 
at my entreaty, continuing in the Houſe, for ſhe was 
a mighty chearful good humour'd old Woman, I may 
eall her old Woman, for her Son was above thirty, 
I fay, ſhe was very pleaſant, good Company, and 
us d to entertain me, in particular, with abundance 
of Stories to divert me, as well of the Coun- 
try we were in, as of the People. 

Among the reſt, ſhe often told me how the great 


| eſt Part of the Inhabitants. of the Colony came thi- 


ther in very indifferent Circumſtances from Eng- 
land ; that, 22 ſpeaking, they were of two 
forts, either ſuch as were brought over by Maſters: 
of Ships to be ſold as Servants, ſuch we call them, 


| my Dear, ſays ſhe, but they are more properly call d 


Slaves. 
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Slaves. Or, ſuch as are rranſported from Newgate 
and other Priſons, after having been found guilty 
of Felony and other Crimes punithable with Death. 
When they come here,. ſays ſhe, we make no 
Difference, the Planters- buy them, and they work 
together in. the Field till their Time is out; when 
tis expird, ſaid ſhe,. they have Encouragement 
given them to Plant for themſelves; for they have a 


certain number of Acres of Land allotted. them by 


the Country, and they-go to work to clear and cure 
the Land, and then to Plant it with Tobacco and 


Corn for their own Uſe ; and as the Tradeſmen and 


Merchants will truſt them with Tools, and Cloaths, 


and other Neceſſaries, upon the Credit of their 


Crop before it is grown, ſo they again Plant every 
Year a little more than the Year before, and ſo buy 
whatever they want with the Crop that is before 
them. 
| Hence Child, ſays ſhe, many a Newgate Bird be- 
comes a great Man, and we have, continued ſhe, 
ſeveral Juſtices of the Peace, Officers of Traind 
Band, and Magiſtrates of the Towns they live in, 
that have been burnt in the Hand. | 
She was going on with that Part of the Story; when 
her own Part in it interrupted her, and with a great 
deal of good-humour'd Confidence ſhe told me, 
ſhe was one of the ſecond ſort of Inhabitants her- 
ſelf; that ſhe came away openly, having venturd 
top far in 2 particular Caſe, ſo that ſhe was become 
a Criminal, and here's the Mark of it, Child, fays 
ſhe, and pulling of her Glove, look ye here, fays 
ſhe, turning up the Palm of her Hand, and ſhewed 
me a very fine white Arm and Hand, but branded in 
the Inſide of the Hand, as in ſuch Caſes it muſt be. 
Here ſhe went on with her own Story ſo long, 
and in ſo particular a Manner, that I began to be 


very 
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very uneaſy, but coming to one particular that re- 
air d telling her Name, I thought I ſhould have 
unk down the Place; ſhe perceived I was out of or- 
der, and aſked me if I was not well, and what ail d 
me? I told her I was ſo affected with the melancholy 
Story ſhe had told, and the terrible Things ſhe had- 
one thro', that it had overcome me; ani I begd 
of her to talk no more of it: Why, my Dear, ſays 
ſhe, very kindly, what need theſe Things trouble 
you? Theſe Paſſages were long before your Time, 
and they give me no Trouble at all now, nay I look 
back on them with a particular Satisfaction, as 
have been a Means to bring me to this Place: Then 
ſhe went on to tell me how ſhe very luckily fell into 
2 good Family, where behaving herſelf well, and her 
Miſtreſs dying, her Maſter married her, by whom 
ſhe had my Hausband and his Siſter, and that by her 
Diligence and good Management atter her Hus- 
bands Drath, ſhe had improv'd* the Plantations to 
ſuch a Degree as they then were, ſo that moſt of 
the Eſtate was of her getting, not her Husband's, 
4 ſhe had been a Widow: upwards of ſixteen. 
ears. 

T had now ſuch a load on my Mind that it kept 
me perpetually waking; to reveal it, which-would: 
have been ſome Eaſe to me, I coud not find wou'd- 
de to any purpoſe, and yet to conceal it wou'd be 
next to impoſlible ; nay, I did not doubt but I ſnhould 
talk of it in-my-fleep, and tell my Husband of it 
whether I would or no: If Idiſcover'd it, the leaſt 
thing I could expect was to loſe my Husband, for he 
was too nice and too honeſt a Man to have con- 
tinued my Husband after he had known Thad been 
his Siſter, To that I was perplex d to the laſt Degree. 

In the mean Time, as I was but too ſure of the 
Fat, I liv'd therefore in open avowed Thceſt and 
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Whoredom, and all under the Appearance of an 
honeſt Wife; and tho' I was not much touch'd with 
the Crime of it, yet the Action had ſomething in 
it ſhocking to Nature, and made my Husband, as 
he thought himſelf, even nauſeous to me. 

During this Time my Mother uſed to be fre- 
quently telling me old Stories of her former Adven. 
tures, which however were no ways pleaſant to me; 
for by it, tho' ſhe did not tell it me in plain Terms, 
yet I could eaſily underſtand joyn'd with what I had 
heard myſelf, of my firſt Tutors, that in her 
younger Days the had been both Whore and Thief; 
but I verily believe ſhe had lived t repent ſincerely 
of both, and that ſhe was then a very pious, ſober, 
and religious Woman. 

Well, let her Life have been what it would then, 
it was certain that my Life was very uneaſie to me; 
for I liv'd, as I have faid, but in the worſt ſort of 
Whoredom, and as I cou'd expect no Good of it, 
ſo really no good Iſſue came of it, and all my ſeem- 
ing Proſperity wore off and ended in Miſery and 
Deſtruction ; it was ſome time indeed before it came 
to this,for, (but I know not by what ill Fate guided,) 
every thing went wrong with us afterwards, and 
that which was worſe, my Husband grew ſtrangely 
alter d; froward, jealous, and unkind, and I was 
as impatient of bearing his Carriage, as the Car- 
riage was unreaſonable and unjuſt :- Theſe things 
proceeded ſo far, that we came at laſt to be in ſuch 
il Terms with one another, that I claim'd a promiſe 
of him which he. entred willingly. into with me, 
when I conſented to come from England with him 
(viz) that if IT. found the Country not to agree 
with me, or that I did not like to live there, | 
Thould come away to England again when TI pleasd, 
giving him a Year's warning to ſettle his — Fj 

fay 
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1 fay I now claim'd this promiſe of him, and I 
th muſt confeſs I did it not in the moſt obliging Terms 
that could be in the World neither; but I inſiſted 
that he treated me ill, that 1 was remote from my 


n Friends, and could do myſelf no Juſtice, and that 
te. he was Jealous without cauſe, my Converſation 
n. having been unblameable, and he having no 

1 tence for it, and that to remove to Eng land, would 
1; WW take away all Occafion from him. 

5 In ſhort, I never ceas d poring upon the Means 
ner to bring to paſs my Voyage, and came that length 


ek: wich my Husband at laſt, as to propoſe going with- 
' W out him. This provok'd him to the laſt degree, 
and he call d me not only an unkind Wife, but an 
unnatural Mother, and ask'd me how I could enter- 
en. fain ſuch a Thought without horror as that of Jeav- - 
„ing my two Children (for one was dead) without 
of Mother, and tobe brought up by Strangers, and 
never to ſee them more ? It was true, had things 
been right, I ſhould not have done it, but now, it 
nd vas my real defire never to ſee them, or him either 
any more; and as to the Charge of unnatural I 
4) could eaſily anſwer it to myſelf, while I knew that 
nd che whole Relation was Unnatural in the higheſt 
degree in the World. | 
— He took my Carriage very ill, and indeed he 
u. might well do ſo, for at laſt I refus d to Bed with 
ngs him, and carrying on the Breach upon all occaſions 
uch o extremity he told me once he thought I was Mad, 
iſe and if I did not alter my Conduct, he would put 
me, ne under Cure; that is to ſay, into a Mad-Houſe : 
im Ml Lrold him he ſhould find I was far enough from Mad, 
nee ndl that it was not in his power, or any other Vil- 
lains to Murther me; I confeſs at the fame time I 
ws heartily frighted at his Thoughts of putting me 
into a Mad-Houſe, which would at once have de- 
ſtroy d 


[70] 

ſtroy d all the poſſibility of breaking the Truth out, 
whatever the occaſion might be; for that then, no 
one would have given Credit to a word of it. 
He began with a calm Expoſſulation upon my be- 
ing ſo reſolute to go to England ; I defended it; 
-and one hard Word bringing on another as is uſual 
in all Family ſtrife, he told me; I did not Treat 
him as if he was my Husband, or talk of my Chil. 
dren, as if I was a Mother; and in ſhort, that 1 did 
not deſerve to be us'd as a Wife: That he had usd 
all the fair Means poſſible with me; that he had Ar. 
gu d with all the kindneſs and calmneſs, that a Hus. 
band or a CA riſtian ought to do, and that J made 
him ſuch a vile return, that I treated him rather 
like the moſt contemptible Stranger than a Husband: 
That he was very loth to uſe Violence with me, but 
that in ſhort, he ſaw a Neceſſity of it now, and 
that for the future he ſhould be oblig'd to take ſuch 
Meaſures as ſhould reduce me to my Duty. 
My blood was now fir d to the utmoſt, tho' I knew 
what he had ſaid was very true, and nothing could 
appear more provok'd ; I told him for his fair means 
and his foul they were equally contemn'd by me; 
that for my going to England, I was reſolv d on it, 
come what would; and that as to treating him not 
like a Husband, and not ſhowing myſelf a Mother to 
my Children, there might be ſomething more in it 
than he underſtood at preſent; but, for his farther 
conſideration, I thought fit to tell him thus much, 
that he neither was my lawful Husband, nor they 
lawful Children, and that I had reaſon to regard 
neither of them more than I did. 

This heighten'd his Impatience, and indeed per- 

plex'd him beyond all bearing ; for now he began to 
| ſuſpect that there was ſome Myſtery yet unfolded, 


but could not make the leaſt gueſs at the real _ 
culars 


Sl. 


\ 


| 4 
it, culars of it; all that run in his Brain was, that 1 
no had another Husband alive, which I could not fay 
in fact might not be true; but Iafſur'd him however, 
de there was not the leaſt of that in it; and indeed as 
it; WF to my other Husband he was effectually dead in Law 
aal to me, and had told me I ſhould look on him as 
eat WW ſuch, ſo I had not the leaſt uneaſineſs on that ſcore, 
me At length he tells all this Story to his Mother, 
lid and ſets her upon me to get the main Secret out of me, 
sd and ſhe us d her utmoſt Skill with me indeed; but 
-I put her to a full ſtop at once, by telling her that 
us- the Reaſon an Myſtery of the whole matter lay in 
ade berſelf; and that it was my Reſpect to her that had 
her made me conceal it, and that in ſhort I could go 
d: no farther, and therefore conjur d her not to inſiſt 
Put upon it. / 
ind She was ſtruck dumb at this Suggeſtion, and 
ich could not tell what to ſay or think; but laying 
aſide the Suppoſition as a Policy of mine, conti- 
ew MW nued her Importunity on account of her Son, and 
uld if poſſible to make up the breach between us two; 
ans as to that, I told her, ſhe was long in promiſing 
je; this part, but rather than not to come at the main 
it, Secret ſhe agreed to that too, and after a great ma- 
not MW ny.other Preliminaries, I began and told her the 
r to whole Story: Firſt how much the was concern d in 
1 it all the unhappy breach which had happen d between 
her her Son and me, by telling me her own Story, and 
ch, her London Name; and that the ſurprize ſhe ſee 1 
hey vas in, was upon that Occaſion: Then I told her 
my own Story and my Name, and aſſur'd her by 
luch other Tokens as ſhe could not deny that I was 
no other, nor more or leſs than her own Child, her 
Daughter born of her Body in Newgate ; the ſame 
that hal ſav'd her from the Gallows by being in 0 
8 Belly, 
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Belly, and the fame that fhe left in ſuch and ſuch tim 
Hands when ſhe was Tranſported. — wer 
It is impoſſible to expreſs the Aſtoniſhment ſhe wit] 
was in; ſhe was not inclin'd to believe the Story, or I ho 
to remember the Particulars ; for the immediately Sun 
foreſaw the Confuſions, that muſt follow in the Fx» in 


mily upon it; but every thing concurr'd ſo exact iy that 
with the Stories ſhe had told me of herſelf, and Ml © 
which if ſhe had not told me, ſhe would perhaps 1 
have been content to have denied, that ſhe had ſtopd Bloc 

man 


her own Mouth, and ſhe had nothing to do but to 
take me about the Neck and kiſs me, and cry moſt um 
vehemently over me, without ſpeaking one word ſou 
for a long time together ; at laſt ſhe broke out, Un- 
happy Child! ſays the, what miſerable chance could 
bring thee hither ? And in the Arms of my own 
Son too! Dreadful Girl! ſays ſhe, why we are all Mar 
undone! Married to thy own Brother! Three Chil- 
dren, and two alive, all of the ſame Fleſh and I. 
Blood! My Son and my Daughter lying together as 
Husband and Wife! All Confuſion and Deſtraction TRE 
for ever! miſerable Family! what will become of 0 
us? What is to be ſaid? What is to be done? and 
thus ſhe run on for a great while, nor had I any Aver 
power to ſpeak, or if I had, did I know what to 3 
ſay, for every word wounded me to the Soul: With * 
this kind of Amuſement on our Thoughts we parted 
for the firſt time, rho' my Mother was more ſur- 
priz d than I was, becauſe it was more News to her 
than to me: However, the promis d again to me at 

arting, that ſhe wou'd ſay nothing of it to her 
ay till we had talk'd of it again. 

It was not long, you may be ſure, before we had 

a ſecon1 Conference upon the ſame Subject; when 
my Mother was as ſenſible of this as I; and upon 


the whole, we knew not what to do; after ſome 
| time, 


with 


Brother; and ſhe inſiſted 9 2 its being impoſſible 
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time, we came to more ſober Reſolutions, which 
were theſe, (viz.) that the ſhould uſe her endeavours 
with her Son to give me leave to go for England, as 
I had deſired, and to furniſh me with a ſufficient 
Sum of Money, either in Goods along with me, or, 
in Bills for my Support there, all along ſuggeſting 
that he might one time or other think it proper to 
come over to me. 

That when I was gone ſhe ſhould be then in cold 
Blood, and after firſt obliging him in the ſolemneſt 
manner poſſible to Secreſie, diſcover the Caſe to 
nim; doing it gradually, and as her own Diſcretion 
ſhould gal her, ſo that he might not be ſurpriz d 
with it, and fly out into any Paſſions and Exceſſes on 
my account, or on hers; and that ſhe ſhould concern 
herſe!f to prevent his ſlighting the Children, or 
Marrying again, unleſs he had a certain account of 
my being Dead. 

This was my Scheme, and my Reaſons were good; 
I was really alienated from him in the Conſequence” 
of theſe things ; indeed I mortally hated him as a 
Husband, and it was impoſhble to remove that ri- 
vete ] Averſion I had to him; at the ſame time it 
being an unlawful inceſtuous living added to that 
Averſion; and tho' I had no great concern about it 
in point of Conſcience, yet every thing added to 
make Cohabiting with him the moſt nauſeous thing 
to me in the World; and I think verily it was come 
to ſuch a height, that I could almoſt as willingly 
hve embrac'd a Dog, as have let him offer any thing 
of that kind to me, for which Reaſon I could not 
bear the thoughts of coming between the Sheets 
with him; but I am giving an account of what was, 
not of what ought or ought not to be. 85 

inſiſted on my Averſion to lying with my own 


ro 
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to bring him to conſent to my going from him to 
England; and in this uncertainty we continued, 
not diftering ſo as to quarrel, or any thing like it; 
but ſo as not to be able to reſolve what we ſhould dg 
to make up that terrible breach that was before ys, 

At laſt I reſolvd on a deſperate courſe, and told 
my Mother my Reſolution, (viz.) that in ſhort, l 
would tell him of it myſelf; my Mother was frighted 
to the laſt * at the very thoughts of it; but l he 
bid her be eaſie, told her I would do it gradually and be 
fottly, and with all the Art and good Humour | all 
was Miſtreſs of, and time it alſo as well as I could, 
taking him in good Humour too: I told her 1 did bu 
not queſtion but if J cou d be Hypocrite enough to 
feign more Affection to him than I really had, I 


{ſhould ſucceed in all my Deſign, and we might pan by 
by Conſent, and with a ood Agreement, for I might * 
love him well enough for a Brother, tho I could not hr, 
for a Hasband, wi 

All this while he lay at my Mother to find out, im 


if poſſible, what was the meaning of that dreadful 
Expreſſion of mine, as he call'd it, which I men- 9 
tion d before; namely, that I was not his lawful 
Wife, nor my Children his legal Children: My Mo- 
ther put him off, told him ſhe could bring me to no H. 
Explanations, but found there was ſomething that 


diſturb'd me very much, and ſhe hop d ſhe ſhould get 
it out of me in time, and in the mean time recom- 5 
mended to him earneſtly to uſe me more tenderly, 8 


and win me with his uſual good Carriage; told him 

of his terrifying and affrighting me with his Threats Br 

of ſending me to a Mad-houſe, and the like, and Wa 

advis d him not to make a Woman Deſperate on oO 

any account whatever. be 
He promis'd her to ſoften his Behaviour, and bid W; 

her aſſure me that he lov'd me as well as cver, — Jas 
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that he had no ſuch deſign as that of ſending me to 
a Mad-houſe, whatever he might ſay in his Paſſion 
alſo he deſir d my Mother to uſe the ſame Perſwaſions 


to me too, that our Affections might be renew'd, 


and we might live together in a good underſtand- 
ing as we us d to do. 

1 found the Effects of this Treaty preſently; my 
Husband's Conduct was immediately alter d, and 
he was quite another Man to me; nothing could 
be kinder and more obliging than he was to me upon 
all Occaſions; and I could do no leſs than make 
ſome return to it, which 1 did as well as I cou d; 
but it was but in an awkward manner at beſt, for 
nothing was more frightful to me than his Careſſes, 


and the Apprehenſions of being with Child again 


by him, was ready to throw me into Fits; and this 
made me ſee that there was an abſolute neceſſity of 


breaking the Caſe to him without any more delay, 


which however I did with all the caution and reſerve 
imaginable, : 

One Evening as we were ſitting and talking uy 
friendly together under a little Auning, whic 
ſerv'd as an Arbour at the entrance from our Houſe 
into the Garden, he was in a very pleaſant agreeable 
Humour, and ſaid abundance of kind things to me, 
relating to the Pleaſure of our preſent good Agree- 
ment, and the Diſorders of our paſt breach, and 
what a Satisfaction it was to him, that we had room 
to hope we ſhould never have any more of it. 

I fetch'd a deep Sigh, and told him there was no 
Body in the World could be more delighted than I 
was, in the good Agreement we had always kept up, 
or more afflited with the Breach of it, and ſhould 
be ſo ſtill, but I was ſorry to tell him that there 
was an unhappy Circumſtance in our Caſe, which 
lay too cloſe to — and which 1 knew eve 
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how to break to him, that rendred my part of it 
very miſerable, and took from me all the Comfort 
of the reſt; but come, my Dear, ſaid I, what Con- 
ditions will you make with me upon the opening 
this Aﬀair to you. | 

Any Conditions in the World, faid he, that you 
can in reaſon deſire of me; well, ſaid I, come, give 
it me under your Hand, that if you do not find I 
am in any fault, or that Iam willingly concern'd in 
the Cauſes of the Misfortune that 1s to follow, you 
will not blame me, uſe me the worſe, do me any 
Injury, or make me be the Sufferer for that which is 
not my fault, 

That, ſays he, is the moſt reaſonable demand in 
the World ; not to blame you for that which is not 
your fault; give me a Pen and Ink, ſays he, fo Iran 
in and fetchd a Pen, Ink, and Paper, and he wrote 

the Condition down in the very words I had propo- 
_ fed it, and fign'd it with his Name; well, ſays he, 
what is next, my Dear ? 

Well then, fays I, it is this, as I told you before 
in a Heat, that I was not your Jawful Wite, and 
that our Children were not legal Children; fo I 
mutt let you know now in calmneſs, and in kindneſs 
but with Affliction enough, that Iam your own Siſter, 
and you my own Brother, and that we are both the 
Children of our Mother now alive, and in the 
Houſe, who is convinc'] of the Truth of it, in a 
manner not to be denied or contradicted, 

I ſaw him turn pale, and look wild, and I ſaid, 
now remember your Promiſe, and receive it with 
Preſence of Mind; for who cou'd have ſaid more 
to prepare you for it, than IJ have done? However, 


I calld a Servant, and got him a little Glaſs of 


Rum, which is the uſual Dram of the Country, for 
he was juſt fainting away. _- ; 
But 
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But things were not come their height with him, 
and Lobſerv d he became Penſive and Melancholly; 
and in a Word, as I thought a little Diſtemper d in 
his Head; I endeavour d to talk him in:o Temper, 
and to Reaſon him into a kind of Scheme for our 
Government in the Affair, and ſometimes he would 
te well, and talk with ſome Courage about it ; but 
the Weight of it lay too heavy upon his Thoughts, 
and in ſhort, it went ſo far that he made two at- 
tempts upon himſelf, and in one of them had 
actually ſtrangled himſelf, and had not his Mother 
come int the Room in the very Moment, he had 
died ; but with the help of a Negro Servant, the cut 
him down and recover d him. 

In ſhort, by an anwearied Importunity my Hus- 
band who was apparently decaying, as I obſerv d, 
was at Jaſt prevaild with, and ſo my own Fate 
puſhing me on, the way was madeclear tor me, and 
my Mother concurring, I obtain'd a very goot 
Cirgo for my coming to England, 

When I pa:ted with my Brother, for ſuch I am 
now to call him; we. agreed that after I arriv'd he 
"ould pretend to have an Account that I was Dead 
in England, and ſo might Marry again when he 
would; he promis d, and engagd to me to Correſ- 
pond with me as a Siſter, and to aſhſt and ſupport 
me as long as I livd; and that it he dy d before 
me, he would leave ſufficient to his Mother to take 
Care of me ſtill, in the Name of a Siſter, and he 
was in ſom? reſpe& careful of me, when he heard 
of me; but it was ſo odly minag' I that I felt the 
Diſappointments very ſenſibly afterwards, as you 
mall hear in its time. 

I came away for England in the Month of Au- 
guſt, after I had been Eight Years in that Country, 
and now a new Scene of Misfortunes attended 
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| juſt upon the Coaſt of 
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=, _ perhaps few Women have gone thro' the 
e of. | | 
We had an inlifferent 2. Voyage, till we came 
ng land, and where we 
arrivd in two and thirty Days, but were then 
tuffled with two or three Storms, one of which 
drove us away to the Coaſt of Ireland, and we put 
in at Kinſale: We remain d there about thirtcen 
Days got ſome Refreſhment on Shore, and put to 
Sea again, tho' we met with very bad Weather 
again, in which the Ship ſprung her Main-maſt, as 
they call d ir, for I knew not what they meant”: But 
we got at laſt into Mi ford Haven in Wales, where 
tho it was remote from our Port; yet having my 
Foot ſafe upon the firm Ground of my Native 
Country the Iſle of Britain, I reſolvd to venture 
it no more upon the Waters, which had been ſo 
terrible to me; ſo getting my Cloths, and Money 
on Shore with my Bills of Loading, and other Pa- 
pers, Ireſolvd to come for London, and leave the 
Ship to get to her Port as ſhe could; the Port whe- 
ther ſhe was bound, was to Briſtol, where my Bro- 
thers chief Correſpondent liv'd. 
I got to London, in about three Weeks, where I 
heard a little chile after that the Ship was arriv d in 
Briſtol; but at the ſame time had the Misfortune to 
know that by the violent Weather fhe had been in, 
and the breaking of her Main-maſt ; ſhe had great 
damage on board, and that a great part of her Cargo 
was ſpoil d. 5 Os 
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CHAP. Il. 


Moll Flanders rambles to Lonflon ; from thence 
to Briſtol and Bath, at which laſt Place be- 
coming Nurſe to a Gentleman, ſhe becomes his 
Bzdfellow, when well grain, and had a Child by 
him. A Clerk, who had a Wife, falls in Love 
with her, but ſhe went to Liverpool in Lancaſhire, 
and paſſing there for a great Fortune, ſhe was 
married to an Iriſh Gentleman, who paſs'd for a 
Per ſon of Quality; but the Iriſhman having 75 
Portion than Moll, they were both bit, This 
fourth Husband left her, and robb'd on the 
Highway. She comes from Cheſter to London, 
lies in of a Child ſhe had by Teague; and when 
5 again, wat married in an Inn to the married 

lerk that fell in Love with her, as abovemens 
tion'd, by whom ſhe had two Children, 


U NHAPPY Moll Fland:rs, being fafely ar- 
rivd again at London, I had then æ new Scene 

of Life upon my Hands, as being reduc'd to two ox 
- Pounds, and this without any Hope of Recruits 
ereupon the looking after my Cargo of Goods ſoon 
after oblig d me to take a Journey to Brito}, and 
during my Attendance upon that Affair, I took the 
Divcrſion of going to the Bath, where getting into 
gay Company, I nevertheleſs reſiſted ſome caſual 
Offers of Gallantry. However, becoming acquainted 
with a Gentleman lodging in the ſame Houſe I did, 
this new Friend was pleas'd to ſingle me out for 
Converſation ; and his Company was very agreeable 
to me, as mine, if I might believe him, was to him; 
he made no Profeſſions to me but of an extraordinary 
E 4 _ Reſpe&, 
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Reſpect, and he had ſuch an Opinion of my Virtue, 
that as he often profeſs'd, he believ d if he ſhould 
offer any thing elſe, I ſhould reject him with Con- 
tempt : But how free ſoever our Converfation was, 
J could not arrive to that ſort of Freedom which he 
deſir d, and that was to tell him I wanted Money, 
tho'l was ſecretly very glad of his Offer. Some 
Weeks paſs d after this, and ſtill I never ask'd him 
for Money, till one Day he ſent for me into his 
Chamber, and would oblige me to accept of as many 
Guineas as I could well take up in my Hand, out of 
a Drawer in his Scrutore. 

Alittle after this the Gentleman went to Shzþton- 
Mallet in Somerſeiſbire, where he had ſome Buſi- 
neſs, and was there taken ſo very ill that he could 
not travel, ſo heſent his Man back to Bath, to beg 
me that I would hire a Coach and come over to him, 
Accordingly I went to him, where I found him very 
ill indeed; however, I perſwaded him to be carried 
ina Litter to the Bath, where there was more help, 
and better Advice to be had. He conſented, and I 
brought him to the Bath, where he continued very 
ill of a Fever, and kept his Bed five Weeks ; all 
which time I nurs'd him, and tended him my elf, 
as much and as carefully as if I hid been his Wife. 
I was indeed ſenſibly affected with his Condition, 
and I us d to fir and cry by him many Hours toge- 
ther: However at laſt he grew better, gather d 
Strength, and grew well apace. Then he took many 
Occaſions to expreſs his Senſe of my Tenderneſs and 
Concern for him; and when he grew quite well, he 
made me a Preſent of 15 Guineas for my Care; 
and, as he calld it, for hazarding my Life to fave 
his. 

It was a good while after this he carried me to 


Cloceſter, and here it was our Hap to have no 
| Lodging 
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Lodging in the Inn, but in one large Chamber with 
two Beds in it: The Maſter of the Houſe going up 
with us to ſhow his Rooms, and coming into that 
Room, faid very frankly to him, Sir, it is none of 
my Buſineſs to enqu're whether the Lady be your 
Hor ſe or no, but if not, you may lie as honeſtly in 
theſe two Beds, as if you were m two Chambers ; 
and with that he pulls a great Curtain which drew 
quite croſs the Room, and effectually divided the 
Beds: Hell (ſays my Friend very readily) theſe Beds 
will do, and as for the reſt, we are too near akin. 
to lie together, tho we may lodge near one another; 
and this put an honeſt Face on the Thing too. Then 
he went to his Bed, and I to mine, but lay talking 
to me. a great while. At Jaſt repeating his uſual 
Saying, that he could lie in the naked Bed with me, 
and not offer me the leaſt Injury, he tarts out of his 
Bed, and now, ny Dear (ſays he) you ſhall ſze how 
juſt I will be to you, and that can keep my Mord; 
and away he comes to my Bed. I xeſiſted a little, 
but I mvit confeſs I ſhould nor have refiftet him 
much, if he had not made thoſe Promiſes at all; 
ſo after a little Struggle (as I ſaid) I lay ſtill, and let 
him come to Bed; when he was there Ife took me 
in his Arms, fo J lay ail Night with him, but he 
had no more to do with me, but roſe and dreſs'd 
himſelf in the Morning, and left me as innocent 
for him as I was the Day I was born. When we 
came back to the Bath, there, as he had an Oppor- 
tunity to come to me when he woull, he often re- 
peated the Moderation, and I frequently lay with 
him, yet he never once offer'd to go any further. 
We lie d thus near two Years ; however, I was not 
ſo wholly pleas d with it as he thought I was; for L 
own I was much wickeder than he, as you may hear 


by what follows. 
15 Ic 
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It was one Night that we were in Bed together 
warm and merry, and having drank, I think, a lit- 
tle more Wine that Night, both of us, than uſual, 
tho' not in the leaſt to diſorder either of us, when 
after ſome other Follies which 1 cannot name, 
and being claſp'd cloſe in his Arms, I told him, (I 
repeat it with Shame and Horror of Soul) that I 
could find in my Heart to diſcharge him of his En- 


gagement for one Night and no more. He took me 
at my Word immediately, and after that there was. 


no reſiſting him ; neither indeed had I any mind 
to reſiſt him any more, let what would come of it. 
After this I was with Child, and brought to Bed 


of a fine Boy, whilt my Friend was at London, 


whither by a Letter he order d me to come, when 1 
was up and well, for he had provided Lodgings for 
me at Hammer ſmith, where indeed he maintain 4 
me like a Lady, altho' he had a Wife of his own. 

I liv'd fix Years in this happy, but rather unhap- 


| 2 Condition, in which time I brought him three 
h 


ildren, but only the firſt of them liv d. At length 
E was ſurpriz d one Morning with a kind, but me- 
tancholly Letter from my Gentleman; intimating, 
that he was very ill, and was afraid he ſhould have 
another Fit of Sickneſs, and accordingly he was 
moſt violently afflicted with a Pleuriſic, attended 
with a Cough and a Fever. This was heavy News 
for me; and it lay very heavy upon my Mind too, 


that I had a Son, a fine lovely Boy, above five Years, 


and no Proviſion made for it. However, about the 


End of two Months I had learnt in the Neighbour- 


— — 
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hood where he liv'd at Bloomsbury, that he was about 
Houſe, and went abroad again. I made no doubt 
but that I ſhould ſoon hear of him, and accordingly 
'receiv's the tolloning Letter. * | 

| = F Madam, 
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Madam, | | 
[ Need not acquaint you with what has been my Cor- 

dition for ſometime paſt ; and how having been 
at the Edge of the Grave, I am by the unexpetted 
and undeſervd Mercy of Heaven reſtor d again. 
In the Condition I have been in, it cannot be ſtrange 
to jou that our unhappy Correſpondence has not been 
the leaſt of the Burthens which lay upon my Con- 


ſcience ; 1 need ſay no more, thoſe Things that muſt 


be repented of, muſt be alſo reform d. I wiſh you 
would think of going back to the Bath : 1 incloſe 
here a Bill for 50 Pounds, for clearing yourſelf at 
your Lodgings, and carrying you down, and hope 
it will be no Surprize to you to add, that on this 
Account only, and not for any Offence given me on 
your fide, I can fee you no more; I will take due 
Care of the Ghild, leave him where he 1s, or take 
him with you, as you pleaſe; I wiſh you the like 
Reflexions, and that they may be to your Advan- 
tage. Jam, &Cc. J | 


I was ſtruck with this Letter as with 2 thouſand, 
Wounds, ſuch as I cannot deſcribe; however, as 1 
could not help myſelf, I left the Child for him to 
keep; and for another 50 Pounds, I gave him a 
general Releaſe for never troubling him any more; 
and thus, tho' full fore againſt my Wil, a final End 
was put to this Affair. 

now began to caſt up my Accounts, and found 
I had above 450 Pounds, with which caſting about 
innumerable Ways for my future State of Life, at 
length a new Scene opend; for there was in the 
Houſe where 1 Lodgd, a Norch Country Woman 
that went for a Gentlewoman, and nothing was 
more frequent in her Diſcourſe, than her account of 
the cheapneſs of Proviſions, and the eaſie way of 
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living in her County; how plentiful and how 
cheap every thing was, what good Company they 
kept, and the like; till at laſt I told her the almoſt 
tempted me to go and live in her County; for I that 
was a Widow, tho' I had ſyflicient to live on, yet 
had no way of encreaſing it, and that London was 
an.expenſive and extravagant Place; that I found I 
could not live here under an hundred Pounds a Year, 
unleſs I kept no Company, no Servant, made no 


Appearance, and buried myſclt in Privacy, as if I 


was oblig d to it by Neceſſity. 

I ſhould have obſerv'd, that ſhe was always made 
to believe, as every Body elſe was, that I was a great 
Fortune, or at leaſt that I had Three or Four Thou. 


Hand Pounds, if not more, and all in my own Hands; 


and ſhe was mighty ſweet upon me when the thought 


me inclin d in the leaſt to go into her Country: She 


Aid ſhe had a Siſter liv'd near Liverpool, that her 
Brother was a conſiderable Gentleman there, and 
had a great Eſtate alſo in Ireland; that ſhe would go 
down there in about two Months, and if I would 
give her my Company thither, IT thould be as wel- 
come as herſelf for a Month or more as I pleas d, 
till I ſhould ſee how I lik'd the Country; and if I 
thought fit to live there, ſhe would undertake they 
would take care, tho' they did not entertain Lodgers 
themſclves, they would recommend me to ſome 
agreeable Family, where I ſhou'd be plac'd to my 
content; ſo I ſuffer d myſelf to be prevail'd upon to 
go with her, and accordingly I pack d up my Baggage, 


and put myſelf in a Poſture for a Journey, tho I did 


not abſolutely know whither Iw2s to go. 

And now I found myſelf in great Diftreſs ; what 
little Thad inthe World was all in Money, except as 
before, a little Plate, ſome Linnen, and my Cloaths; 


as for Houſhold-ſtuff I had little or none, for 1 
| | v 
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liv d always in Lodgings ; but I had not one Friend 
in the World with whom to truſt that little I had, 
or to direct me how to diſpoſe of it, and this per- 
plex d me Night and Day. It came in my Thoughts 
one Morning that I would go to the Bank myſolf, 
where had often been to receive the Intereſt of ſome 
Bills I had, which had Intereſt payable on them, and 
where I had found the Clark, to whom I told my 
Circumſtances at large, that I was a Widow come 


over from America, perfectly deſolate and friendleſs; 


that I had a little Money, and but a little, an! was 


moſt diliratted for fear of lofing it, having no 


Friend in the World to truſt with the Management 
of it; that I wasgoing into the North of England 
to live cheap, that my ſtock might not waſte; that TI 
would willingly Lodge my Money 1n the Bank, but 
that I durſtnot carry the Bills about me, and the 
like, as above; and how to Correipond about it, or 
with who, I knew not; with that he look'd hard at 
me and ſmil'd a little ; at laſt, ſays he, why do you 
not get a head Steward, Madam, that may take you 
and your Money together into keeping, and then you 
would have the trouble taken off of your Hands? 
Ay, Sir, and the Mone, too it may be, ſaid I, for 
truly T find the haza:'d that way is as much as tis 
t'other way; but I rgnember, I ſa:4, ſecretly to 
myC[zIf, I with you would a. k me the Queſtion fairly, 
I would conſider very Grin y on it before I faid No. 
He went on a goo] voy will me, and I thought 
once or twice he waz it £4.15}, but to my real Af- 
fiction, I found at at ade a Wife; but when 
he own'd he had , be thock his Head, and 
ſaid with ſome q rn, that indeed he hal a Wife, 
and no Wife: cer, we hal not much more 
Diſcourſe at tha ne, but he told me he was in 
too much hurry of bufinels then, but that if I would 
3 come 
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come home to his Houſe after their Buſineſs was. 


over, he would by that time conſider what might 
be done for me, to put my Affairs in a Poſture of 
Security. | 

When I came he made ſeveral Propoſals for my 
placing my Money in the Bank, in order to my hav- 
ing Intereſt for it; 1 faid I would freely truſt him 
with the Management of that litle I had, if he would 
accept to be Steward for a poor Widow that could 
give him no Salary. | 

He ſmil'd, and ſtanding up with great Reſpect ſa- 
luted me; he told me he cook noe fee take it very 
kindly that I had ſo good an Opinion of him; that 
he would not deceive me, that he would do any 
thing in his Power to ſerve me and expect no Salary : 
Then I aſſur d him I had no Heirs, nor any Relations 
in England, and I would have neither Heirs or Exe- 
cutors but himſelf, unleſs I ſhould alter my Condi- 
tion before I died, and then his Truſt and Trouble 
ſhould ceaſe together, which however I had no 
roſpect of yet; but I told him if I died as I was, it 
ould be all his own, and he would deſerve it by 


being ſo faithful to me as I was ſatisfied he would he. 


He chang'd his Countenance at this Diſcourſe, 
and ask'd me, how I came to have ſo much will for 
him? and looking very much pleas'd, ſaid, he might 


very lawfully wiſh he was a ſingle Man for my fake; 


Iſmild and told him, that as he was not, my offer 
could have no defign upon him in it, and to with as he 
did was not to beallow'd, twas criminal to his Wife. 
He told me I was wrong; for, ſays he, Madam, 
as I ſaid before, I have a Wife and no Wife, and 
twould be no Sin to me to wiſh her hang'd, if that 
were all, I know nothing of your Circumſtances 
that way, Sir, faid I; but it cannot be innocent to 
with. your Wife dead; I tell you, ſays he gn, 
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nd honeſt Women enough to ask the Queſtion 
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the 1s 4 Wife and no Wife ; you don't know what 


| am, or what ſhe is. 

That's true, ſaid I, Sir, I do not know what you 
are, but I believe you to be an honeſt Man, and 
that's the cauſe of all my Confidence in you. 

Well, well, ſays he, and ſo I am; I hope, too, 
but I am ſomething elſe too, Madam; for, ſays he, 
to be plain with you, Lam a Cuckold, and ſhe is a- 
Whore ; he ſpoke it in a kind of Js but it was 
with ſuch an awkward Smile, that pc it was 
what ſtuck very cloſe to him, and he look d diſmally 
when he ſaid it. 1 

That alters the caſe indeed, Sir, ſaid J as to that 
part you were ſpeaking of; but a Cuckold you know 
may be an honeſt Man, it does not alter that Caſe 
at all; beſides I think, ſaid I, ſince your Wife is 
ſodiſhoneſt to you, you are too honeſt to her, to 
own her far your Wife; but that, ſaid I, is what I 
have nothing to do with. 


Nay, ſays he, I do think to clear my Hands of 


her, for to be plain with you, Madam, added he, 
Lam no contented Cuckold neither : On the other 
hand J aſſure you it provokes me to the higheſt de- 


ree, but I can't help myſelf, ſhe that will be a 


hore, will be a Whore. 

Why, Madam, ſays he, my Caſe is as diſtracted as 
yours can be, and I ſtand in as much need of Advice 
as you do, for I think if I have not Relief ſome 


where, I ſhould be mad myſelf, and I know not 


what courſe to take, I proteſt to you. 

Why, Sir, ſays I, tis eaſie to give Advice in your 
Caſe, much eaſier than it is in mine; ſpeak then, 
ſays he, I beg of you, for now you encourage me. 
Why, fays I, if your Caſe is fo plain as you fay 
it is, you may be legally Divorc d, and then you may 


of 
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of fairly, the Sex is not ſo ſcarce that you can want 

a Wife. 

Well then, faid he, I am in earneſt, I'll take your 

Advice, but thall I ask you one Queſtion ſeriouſly 

before-hand, and that is, Will you then Marry me? 
I reply'd, can any Woman alive believe you in 

_—_ or think you deſign any thing but to banter 

er 

Well, well, ſays he, I do not banter you, Iam in 

earneſt, conſider of it. 

1 play'd with this Lover, as an Angler does with 
a Frout : Ifound I had him faſt on the Hook, fo 1 
jeſted with this Propoſal; and put him off: I told 
him he knew little of me, and bad him enquire about 
me; I let him alſo go Home with me to my Lodging, 
tho I would not ask him to go in, for I told him it 
was not Decent... | 

In ſhort, I ventur'd to avoid Signing a Contract 
of Marriage, and the Reaſon why I did it, was be- 


go with her into Lanca/hire inſiſted ſo poſitively 
upon it, and promiſe]! me ſuch great Fortunes, and 
ſuch fine things there, that I was tempted to go and 
try; perhaps, ſaid I, Imay mend myielf very much, 
and then made no ſcruple in my Thoughts, of quit- 
ting my honeſt Citizen, who I was not ſo much in 
Love with, as not to leave him for a Richer. 

In a Word I avoided a Contract; but told him I 
would go into the North, that he ſhould know where 


had entruſted with him, that I would give him a 
ſuſficient Pledge of my Reſpect for him; for I would 


and I would thus far give him my. Word, that as 
ſoon as he had ſu d ou: a Divorce from his firſt Wife, 


COMme 


cauſe the Lady that had invited me ſo earneſtly to 


to write to me by the Conſequence cf the Buſineſs 1 
leave almoſt all Thad in the World in his Hands; 


if he would ſend me an Account pf it, I would 
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came up to London, and that then we would talt 
ſcriouſly of the Matter. . 

Well, I went with my Friend, as 1 call d her, 
into Lancaſhire ; all the way we went ſhe Careſſed 
me with the utmoſt appearance ofa ſincere undiſſem- 
bled Affection; treated me, except my Coach hire 
all the way ; and her Brother brought a Gentleman's 
Coach to-Warrmpton, to receive us, and we were 
carried from thence to Liverpool with as much Ce- 
remony as I could deſire: We were alſo entertain d 
at a Merchant's Houſe in L*verpoo/ three or four 
Days very handſomely : Itorbear to tell his Name, 
becauſe of what follow'd ; then the told me the would 
carry me to an Uncle's Houſe of hers, where we 
ſhould be nobly entertain d: She did ſo, her Uncle as 
ſhe calld him, ſent a Coach an four Horſes for us, 
and we were carried near forty Miles, I know not 
whither. 

We came however to a Gentleman's Seat, where 
was a numerous Family, a large Park, ex raord inary 
Company indeed, and where the was call'd Couſin. 
I told her if the had refolv'd to bring me int» ſuch 
Company as this, ſhe ſhould have let me have pre- 
pard myſelf, and havefurniſh'd myſelf with better 
Cloths; the Ladies took notice of that, and told me 
very genteelly, they did not value People in their 
Country ſo much by their Cloths, as they did in 
London ; that their Couſin had fully inform d them 
of my Quality, and that I did not want Cloths to 
ſet me off; in ſhort, they entertain d me not like 
what I was, but like what they thought I had been, 
Namely, a Widow Lady of a great Fortune. 

Iſtay d here about fix Weeks; and then my Con- 
ducter led me back to a Country Village, about fix 
Miles from Liverpool, where her Brother, (as ſhe 
alld him) came to viſit me in his own Chariot, and. 

In 
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ina very good Figure, with two Footmen in a good 
Livery ; and the next thing was to make Love to me: 
As it happen d to me, one would think I could not 
have been cheated, and indeed I thought ſo myſelf, 
having a ſafe Card at home, which I reſolv'd not to 
quit, unleſs, I could mend myfelf very much : How- 
ever in all appearance this Brother was a Match 
worth my liſſening to, and the leaſt his Eſtate was 
valued at, was a 1-007. a Year, but the Sifter ſaid 
it was worth 1500 J. a Year, and lay moſt of it in 
Ireland. 

I that was a great Fortune, and paſs' d for ſuch, 
was above being ask d how much my Eſtate was; 
and my falſe Friend taking it upon a fooliſh hear- ſay 
had rais'd it from 5007. to 50900 J. and by the time 
ſhe came into the Country the call d it 150097. The 
triſhman, for ſach I underſtood him to be, was ſtark 
Mad at this Bait: In ſhort, he Courted me, made 
me Preſents, and run in Debt like a mad Man for 
the Expences of his Equipage, and of his Courtſhip: 
He had, to give him his due, the Appearance of an 
extraordinary fine Gentleman; he was Tall, well 
Shap'd, and had an extraordinary Addreſs ; talk d as 
naturally of his Park, and his Stables; of his Horſes, 
his Game-Keepers, his Woods, his Tenants, 


and his Servants, as if we had been in the Manſion- 


Houſe, and I had ſeen them all about me. 

He never ſo much as ask'd me about my Fortune, 
or Eſtate; but aſſur d me, that when we came to 
Dublin he would Joynture me in 600 J. a Year good 
Land; and that he would enter into a Deed of Set- 
* or Contract here, for the performance 
Ot it. 


Power of ſaying No, and to cut the Story ſhort, | 
conſented to be married; but to be the more pri- 
vate 


In ſhort, my Eyes were dazl'd, I had now Toft my 
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vate we were carried farther into the Country, and 
married by a Romiſh Clergyman, which I was 
aſſurd would marry us as effectually as a Church of 
England Parſon. | 

frer we had been marry'd about a Month, he be- 
gan to talk of my going to Weft-chefter in order to 
embark for Freland. However, he did not hurry me, 
for we ſtaid near three Weeks longer, and then he 
ſent to Chefter for a Coach to meet us at the Black- 
Rock, as they call it, oyer-againſt Liverpool: Thi» 
ther we went in a fine Boat they call a Pinnace, with 
ſix Oars, his Servants, and Horſes, and Baggage go- 
ing in the Ferry Boat. He made his excuſe to me, 
that he had no Acquaintance at Chefter, but he 
would go before and get fome handſome Apartment 
for me at a private Houſe ; I ask d him how long we 
ſhould ſtay at Cheſter? He ſaid not at all, any lon- 
ger than one Night or two, but he would immediately 
hire a Coach to go to Ho/yhead : Then I told him he 
ſhould by no means give himſelf the trouble to get 
private Lodgings for one Night or two, for chat 
Cbeſter being a great Place, I made no doubt but 
there would be very good Inns and Accommodation 
enough; ſo we lodg'd at an Inn in the Weſt-Street, 
not far from the Cathedral, I forget what Sign is 
was at. 

Here my Spouſe talking of my going to Ireland, 
ask d me if I had no Affairs to ſettle at London be- 
fore we went off; I told him no not of any great 
Conſequence, but what might be done as well by 
Letter from Dublin : Madam, ſays he, very reſpect- 
fully, I ſuppoſe the greateſt part of your Eſtate, 
which my Siſter tells me is moſt of it in Money in 
the Bank of England, lies ſecure enough, but in 
aſe it requir'd — or any way altering 
ts Property, it might be neceſſary to go up to Lon- 


. 
don, and ſettle thoſe things before we went over, 1 
ſeem to look ſtrange at it, and told him I knew not 
what he meant; that 1 had no Effects in the Bank 
of England that I knew of; and I hoped he cou'd 
not ſay that J had ever told him I had: No, he faid, 
I had not told him ſo, but his Siſter had ſaid the 
greateſt part of my Eſtate lay there, and I only men- 
tion d it, my Dear, ſaid he, that if there was any oc- 
caſion to ſettle it, or order any thing about it, we 
might not be obligd to the hazard and trouble of 
another Voyage back again, for he added, that he 
did not care to venture me too much upon the Sea, 

I was ſorpriz'd at this talk, and upon this I call d 
his Siſter into my Chamber the next Morning, and 
letting her know the Diſcourſe her Brother and I had 
been upon, the Evening before, I conjur'd her to 
tell me, what the had ſaid to him, and upon what 
Foot it was that ſhe had made this Marriage ? She 
own'd that the had told him that I was' a great Er- 
tune, and ſaid, that ſhe was told ſo at London: Toll 
ſo, ſays I Warmly, did I ever tell you ſo? No, the 
Aid, it. was true I did not tell her ſo, but I had faid 
ſeveral times, that what I had, was in my own Dil- 

oſal: I did fo, return'd I very quickly and haſtily, 
bur I never told you 1 had any thing calld a For- 
tune; no not that I had one Hundred Pounds, or 
the value of an hundred Pounds in the World; 
and how did it conſiſt with my being a Fortune, 
ſaid I, that I ſhould come here into the North of 
Enpland with you, only upon the Account of living 
cheap? At theſe Words, which I ſpoke warm and 
ſigh J, my Husband, and her Brother as ſhe calld 


im, came into the Room; and I defird him to 
come. and fit down, for I had ſomething of moment 
to ſay before them both, which it was abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary he ſhould hear. 


_- 


He 


. 

He look d a little diſturb'd at the Aſſurance with 
which I ſeem'd to ſpeak it, and came and ſat doun 
by me, having firſt mut the Door; upon which I 
began, (tor was very much provokd) and turning 
myſelt to him, I am afraid, ſays I, my dear, that 
you have a very great Abuſe put upon you in 
your marrying me, which however, as I have had 
no hand in it, I deſire I may be fairly acquirted of 
it; and that the Blame may lie where it ought to 
lie, and no where elſe, for I wath my Hands of 
every part of it. Y 

What Injury can be done me, my dear, ſays 
he, in marrying you? I hope it is to my Ho- 
nour and Advantage every way. Dear Sir, ſaid I, 
be ſo juſt to me as to tell me who has abus d both 
you and me ſo much, as to make you believe I 
was a Fortune, and prompt you to court me to this 
Marriage? He could not ſpeak a Word, but point- 
ed to her; and after ſome more Pauſe, flew out 
in the moſt furious Paſhon that ever 1 ſaw a Man 
in my Life, curſing her, and calling her all the 
Whores and hard Names he could think of; and 
that the had ruin'd him, declaring that ſhe had 
told him I had fifreen thouſand Pounds, and that 
ſhe was to have five hundred Pounds of him for 
procuring this Match for him: He then added, 
dirccting his Speech to me, that ſhe was none of 
his Siſter, but had bern his Whore for two Years 
before, that ſhe had had one hundred Pounds of 
him in part of this Bargain, and that he was utter- 
ly undone if things were as I faid; and in his 
raving he ſwore he would let her Heart's Blood 
out immediately, which frightned her and me too; 
| the cried, ſaid ſhe had been told ſo in the Houſe 
where I ladg'd ; but this aggravated him more than 
before, that ſhe ſhould pur ſo far upon him, and 
un 
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run things ſuch a length upon no other Autho. 
rity than a hear-ſay; and then turning to me 
again, ſaid very honeſtly, he was afraid we were 
both undone ; for to be plain, my dear, I have no 
Eſtate, ſays he; what little I had, this Devil has 
made me run out in waiting on you, and putting 
me into this Equipage, ſhe took the Opportunity 
of his being earneſt in talking with me, and got 
out of the Room, and I never ſaw her more. 

I was confounded now as much as he, and knew 
not what to ſay : I thought many ways that I had 
the worſt of it, but his ſaying he was undone, 
and that he had no Eſtate neither, put me into a 
meer Diſtraction; why, ſays I to him, this has been 
a helliſh Juggle, for we are married here upon 
the foot of a double Fraud, you are undone by 
the Diſappointment it ſeems, and if T had had a For- 
tune I had been cheated too, for you ſay you have 
nothing. | : 

I told him farther it was very unhappy, that fo 
much Love, and ſo much Good-nature,. as I diſco- 
vered in him, ſhould be thus precipitated into Miſery ; 
that I ſaw nothing before us but Ruin, for as to 
me, it was my unhappineſs, that what little I had 
was not able to relieve us a Week, and with that 
I pull'F out a Bank Bill of 207. and eleven Guiness, 
which I told him I had ſaved out of my little In- 
come ; and that by the account that Creature had 
given me of the way of living in that Country, 1 
expected it would maintain me three or four Lear; 
that if it was taken from me I was left deſtitute, and 
he knew what the Condition of a Woman among 
ſtrangers muſt be, if ſhe had no Money in her 
Pocket; however, I told him if he would take it, 
there it was. | N 
e 
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„ 
He told me with a great concern, and I thought 
{aw Tears ſtand in his Eyes, that he would not touch 
it, that he abhorr d the thoughts of ſtripping me, 
and making me miſerable; that on the contrary, he 
had Fifty Gaineas left, which was all he had in the 
World, and he pull'd it out and threw it down on 
the Table, bidding me take it, tho' he were to ſtarve 
for want of it, | 

I return'd, with the ſame concern for him, that! 
could not bear to hear him talk ſo ; that on the con- 
trary, if he could propoſe any probable method of 
living, I would do any thing that became me on 
my part, and that I would live as cloſe and as nar- 
row as he cou d deſire. | | 

We had a great deal of cloſe Converſation that 
Night, for we neither of us Slept much; he was as 
Penitent, for having put all thoſe Cheats upon me 
as if it had been Felony, and that he was going to 
Execution; he offer d me again every Shilling of 


* 


the Money he had about him, and ſaid, he would 


go into the Army and ſeek the World for more. 

We propos d a great many Things, but nothing 
could offer, where there is nothing to begin with : 
He begg id me at laſt to talk no more of it, for 
he ſaid, I would break his Heart; ſo we td of 
other things a little, till at laſt he took Huſ- 
band's leave of me, and ſo we went to ſleep. 

He riſe before me in the Morning, aud indeed 
having lain awake almoſt all Night, I was very 
ſleepy, and lay till near eleven a-clock, in this 
time he took his Horſes, and three Servants, and 
all his Linnen and Baggage, and away he went, 


leaving a thort, but moving Letter for me on the 
Table, as follows. 


My 
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My Dear, - 

| i 

c I AM a Dog; I have abus'd you; but I have me 

© © © been drawn in to do it by a baſe Creature, W 

© contrary to my Principle, and the general Practice Po 

* of my Life: Forgive me, my Dear, I aſk you wW 

© Pardon with the greateſt Sincerity ; I am the moſt Ri 

+ miſerable of Men, in having deluded you: I have pla 

© been ſo happy to poſſeſs you, and am now ſo It 1 
| * wretched as to be forc'd to fly from you: For- wh 
| give me, my Dear; our Marriage is nothing, I to t 
© ſhall never be able to ſee you again: I here diſ- ly 1 
| © charge you from it; if you can marry to your I 
Advantage, do not decline it on my Account; was 
© ] here ſwear to you on my Faith, and on the the i 


Word of a Man of Honour, I will never diſturb ſelf 
© your Repoſe if I ſhould know of it, which how- byat 
© ever is not likely: On the other hand, if you Joy, 


© ſhould not marry, and if good Fortune ſhould Into 
| © befall me, it {hall be all yours where ever you but 
© are. | | me 
; ] have put ſome of the Stock cf Money I have Kiſſ 
8 © left, into your Pocket; take Places for yourſelf my! 
lf «© andawpur Maid in the Stage-Coach, and go for To 1 
| © Loan ; 1 hope it will bear your Charges thither, for ! 
| © withour breaking into your own : Again I ſincere- V 
} ly ask your Pardon, and will do ſo, as often as I he w 
© ſhall ever think of you. | Pow, 
| | ſee m 
Adieu my Dear for Ever, 5 
| : 8 
" I am yours moſt affectionately, about 


, q A. E. | You r: 
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Noting that ever befel me in my Life, funk ſo 
deep into my Heart as this Farewel: I reproach d 
bim a Thouſand times in my Thoughts for leaving 


me, for I would have gone with him thro' the 


World, if 1 had beg'd my Bread. I felt in my 


pocket, and there I found ten Guineas, his Gold 


Watch, and two littleRings, one a ſmall Diamond 
Ring, worth only about ſix Pound, and the other a 


plain Gold Ring. But about ſeven a-Clock whert 


it was near Dusk in the Evening, being Auguft, 


when to my unſpeakable Surprize he comes back in- 


to the Inn, but without a Servant, and comes direct- 
ly up into my Chamber. | | 
I was in the greateſt Confuſion imaginable, and ſo 
was he too: I could not imagine what ſhould be 
the Occaſion of it; and began to be at odds with my 
ſelf whether to be glad or ſorry ; but my Affection 
byaſs d all theft, and it was impoſſible to conceal my 
Joy, which was too great for Smiles, for it burſt out 
into Tears. He was no ſooner entered the Room, 
but he run to me and took me in his Arms, holdiu 
me faſt and almoſt ſtopping my Breath with his 
Kiſſes, but ſpoke nota Word ; at length I began, 
my Dear, ſaid I, how could you go away from me ? 
To which he gave no Anſwey, for it was imgoſſible 
for him to peak. | 
When our Extaſies were a little over, he told me 
he was gone about 15 Mile, but it was not in his 
Power to go any farther, without coming back to 
ſee me again, and to take his Leave of me once 
more, | 
Again when we had amus'd ourſelves a while 
about this, I ſaid to him, well, you ſhall go awa 
from me no more, III go all over the World wi 
you rather: He told me, it would be a very difficult 
thing for him to leave me, but ſince it muſt be, be 
F *. hoped 
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hoped J would make it as eaſie to me as I could; 
but as for him, it would be his Deſtruction, that he 
foreſaw. 
He told me how he had diſiniſs'd his three Ser- 
vants, ſold their Horſes, and ſent the Fellows away 
to ſeek their Fortunes, and all in a little time, at a 
Town on the Road, I know not where; and ſays 
he, it coſt me ſome Tears alone by myſelf, to think 
how much happier they were than their Maſter, for 


for a Service, whereas, ſaid he, I knew not whither 
to go, or what to do with myſelf, 

Two Days after this we quitted Chefter, I in the 
Stage-Coach, and he on Horſeback; I diſmiſs d my 
Maid at Cheſter; he was very much againſt my be- 
ing without a Maid, but ſhe being a Servant hired 
in the Country, and J reſolving to keep no Servant 
at London, I told him it would have been barbarous 
to have taken the poor Wench, and have turn her 
away as ſoon as I came to Town; and it would alſo 
have been a needleſs Charge on the Road, fo 1 ſatis- 
fyd him, and he was eaſie enough on that Score. 

He came with me as far as Dunſtable, within 30 
Miles of London, and then he told me Fate and his 
own Misfortunes oblig'd him to leave me, and that 
it was not convenient for him to go to London for 
Reaſons, which it was of no value to me to know, 
and I ſaw him preparing to go. The Stage Coach 
we were in, did not uſually flop at om but 
I defiring it but for a Quarter of an Hour, they 
were content to ſtand at an Inn-Door a while, and 
we went into the Houſe. | | 
Being in the Inn, I told him I had but one Favour 
more to ask of him, and that was, that fince he 
could not go any farther, he would give me leave 


to ſtay a Week or two in the Town with him, that 
1 85 = 


; 
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they could go to the next Gentleman's Houſe to ſee 
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we might in that time think of ſomething to 2 
vent ſuch a ruinous thing to us both, as a final 
Separation would be; an that J had ſomething of 
Moment to offer to him, that I had never faid yet, 
and which perhaps he might find practieable to our 
mutual Advantage. 

This was too reaſonable a Propoſal to be denied, 
ſo he call d the Landlady of the Houſe and told her, 
his Wife was taken ill, and ſo ill that ſhe cou'd nor 
think of going any farther in the Stage Coach; 
which had tyrd her almoſt to Death, — ask d if 
the cou d not get us a Lodging for two or three 
Days in a private Houſe, where I might reſt me a 


little, for the Journey had been too much for me? 


The Landlady, a good fort of Woman, well bred, 
an! very obliging, came immediately to ſee me; 
told me, ſhe had two or three very good Rooms in 
a part of the Houſe quite out of the Noiſe, and if I 
ſaw them, ſhe did nor doubt but I would like them, 
and I ſhould have one of her Maids, that ſnould do 
nothing elſe but be appointed to wait on me; this 
wasſo very kind, that I could not but accept of it 
and thank her; ſo I went to look on the Rooms, 
and Iik'd them very well, and indeed they were ex- 
traordinarily Furniſh'd, and very pleaſant Lodgings; 
ſo we paid the Stage Coach, took out our Baggage, 
and reſolv d to ſtay here a while. 

We parted at laſt, tho' with the utmoſt ReluQance 
on my fide, and indeed he took his leave very un- 
willingly too, but Neceſſity oblig'd him, for his 
Reaſons were very good why he would not come to 
London, as J underſtood more fully ſome time 
afterwards. 

I gave him a Direction how to write to me, tho 
ſill Treſerv'd the grand Secret, and never broke my 
Reſolution, which was not to let him ever know 

F 2 my 
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my true Name, who I was, cr.where to be found:; 
he likewiſe let me know how to write a Letter to 
him, ſo that he ſaid he.wou'd be ſure to receive it. 


I came to Landon the next Day after we rted, | 


but did not go directly to my old Lodgings; but for 
another nameleſs Reaſon took a private K 
St. John ſtreet, or as it is vulgarly call d St. 2 
near Clarkenwell ; and here being perfectly alone, I 
Had leiſure to fit down and reflect ſeriouſly upon 
the laſt ſeven Months Ramblel had made, for I had 
been abroad no leſs ; the pleaſant Hours I had with 
my laſt Husband I look d back on with an infinite 
deal of Pleaſure ; but that Pleaſure was very much 
Jeſſen'd, when J found ſome time after that I was 
really with Child, 

However I had taken care all this while -to pre- 
ſerve a. Correſpondence with my honeſt Friend at 


the Bank, or rather he took care to Correſpond with 


me, for he wrote to me once a Week; and tho 1 

Had not ſpent my Money ſo faſt as to want any from 
him, yet L often wrote alſo to let him know. I was 
alive; I had left Directions in Lancaſhire, fo that 
I had thoſe Letters, which he ſent, convey'd to me; 


and during my Receſs at St. Jones's I receiv'd a very 


obliging Letter from him, aſſuring me that his Pro- 
ceſs tor a Divorce from his Wife went on with Suc- 
ceſs, tho' he met with ſome Difficulties in t that he 
did not expect. 
I now grew Big, and the People where J Lodg d 
ceiv'd it, and began to take notice of it to me, 
and as far as Civility would allow, intimated that 
I muſt think of removing ; this put me to extreme 
perplexity, and I 2 melancholly, for indeed 
I knew not what 
no Friends, and was like now to have a Child upon 
my Hands to keep, which was a difficulty I had 


never 


* 


odging in 


urſe to take, I had Money, but 
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never had upon me yet, as the Parttculars of my 
Story hitherto make appear. bs 

| went then and took Lodgings at a Midwife's 
Houſe, and told her, I was really married, and had | 
a Husbahd, tho he was in ſuch Circumſtances, and | 
ſo remote at that time, as that he cou d not appear 
publickly. | : 

She took me up ſhort, and told me, that was none 
of her Buſineſs, all the Ladies that came under her 
Care were married Women to her; every W 
ſays ſhe, that is with Child has a Father for it, and , 
whether that Father was a Hnsband, was no Buſt- 
neſs of hers, ſne was to aſſiſt me in my prefent Cir- 
cumſtances, whether I had a Husband or no; for, 
Madam, ſays ſhe, to have a Husband that cannot 
appear, is to have no Husband in the ſenſe of the 
Caſe, and therefore whether you are a- Wife or 
Miſtreſs is all one to me. 3 | 

I preſently un lerſtood what ſhe meant, and told 
he OMadam, I believe I underſtand you; I thanx 
God, tho I want Friends in this Part of the World, 
Ido not want Money, ſo far as may be Neceſſary, 
tho I do not abound in that neither: This J added, 
becauſe I would not make her expect great things; 
well Madam, ſays ſhe, that is the thing indeed, 
without which nothing can be done in theſe Caſes; 
and yet, ſays ſhe, you ſhall ſee that I will not im- 
poſe upon you, or offer any thing that is unkind fo 
you, and if you defire it, you ſhall know every 
thing before hand, that you may ſuit yourſelf to. the 
— be either coſtly or ſparing as you ſee * 


- Accordingly ſhe brought in an Account of the Ex- 
pences of it, in two or three Shapes, and like a 
Bill of Fare, I ſhould chuſe as I pleas d, and I deſir d 

her to do ſo. | | 
F.z The 
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The next _ ſhe brought it, and the 3 of her 


three Bills was as follow. 


„ 4. 
1. For three Months Lodging in her | 8 
Houſe, including my Dyet at 104. © 06 0 9 
a Week | 
2. Fora Nurſe for the Month, and 
Uſe of Child-bed Linnen 4 e 
2 For a Miniſter to Chriſten. the 
Child, and to the Godtathers and 10 © 
„ Clark : 1 he C 
or a Supper at t bfiftenin 
+ if I had fle Friends at it J 929 


For her Fees as a Midwife, and the- 
taking off the Trouble of the 03 03 © 
Pariſh 


* her n 3 do 10 0 


* _ — 'o0 


The fecond Bill was in the ſame Terms. 


1: For three Months Lod ing and 3 „ 
Diet, £97. at 205. 2 2 5 WF 
2. For a Nurſe for the Month, and : 3 00 0 
the Uſe of Linnen and Lace | 
3. For the Miniſter to. Chriſten the ic © 
Child, Sc. as above 
4. For a Supper, and for bun 03 03 0 
For her Fees, as above | 05 05 © 
For a Servant-Maid or 0 
4 — — 26 18 @ * 
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The third Bill was for a degree Higher, and when 
the Father, or Friends appeared. 


L* 1. & 

1. For three Months Lodging and 
Diet, having two Rooms and a 30 09 o 
Garret for a Servant 

2. For a Narſe for the Month, and | 
the fineſt Suit of Child-bed Lin- L o4 04 © 


nen 


For the Miniſter to Chriſten the 3 
” Child, Se. 2 02 10 ©. 
O00 O 


ſend in the Wine 


For my Fees, 12065 5 - o 
The Maid, beſides their own Maid only oo 10 0 


= 
GP W — 
= * , — 


4. For a Supper, the Gentlemen My ob 
IO 


53 14 0 


look d upon all the three Bills, and ſmifd, and 
told her I did not ſee but that ſhe was very reaſona- 
ble in her Demands, all Things conſider d, and for 
that + did no: doubt but her Accommodations were 
good, | 
: She told me, I ſhould be Judge of that, when 1 
ſaw them : I told her, I was ſorry to tell her that I 
fear d I muſt be her loweſt rated Cuſtomer, and per- 
haps Madam, faid I, you will make me the leſs 
Welcome upon that Account. No not all, faid the, 
for where I have one of the third Sort, I have two | 
of the ſecond, and four to one of the firſt, and 1 
cet as much by them in Proportion, as“ y any; but | 
it you doubt my Care of you, I will allow any 
Friend you have to overlook, and ſee if you are well 
waited on, or no. 
F 4 
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Then Madam, fays ſhe, if the Child ſnou Id not | 
| ive, or ſhould be dead. Born. as you know it ſome- at. 
| time happens, then there is the Miniſter's Article th: 
ſaved; and if you have no Friends to come to you, hi 
| you may fave the Expence of a Supper; ſo that take ple 
| thoſe Articles out Madam, fays ſhe, your Lying-Ia tol 
will not coſt you above 5 J. 3s. in all, more than oul 
= your ordinary Charge of Living: let 
[ - This was the moſt reaſonable thing that I ever g1\ 
beard of; ſo I ſmil d, and told her I would come L 
and be her Cuſtomer ; but I told her alſo, that as tel 
A had two Months, and more to go, Imight perhaps 88 
be oblig d to ſtay longer with her than three | 
Months, and defir'd to know if ſhe would not be 2 
oblig'd to remove me before it was proper; no, ſhe Cc 
aid, her Houſe was large, and beſides, ſhe never ne 
put any Body to remove, that had lain-in, till they an 
were willing to go; znd if ſhe had more Ladies er 
offer d, ſhe was nor belov'd among her Neigh- 
bours, but ſhe could provide Accommodation for de 
Twenty, if there was occaſion. | Fr 
While I was here, and before I was brought to | he 
Bed, I receiv'd a Letter from my Truſtee at the Bank hi: 
full of kind obliging things, and earneſtly preſſing an 
me to return to London: It was near a Fortnight Sc. 
old when it came to me, becauſe it had been 1 — 
dent into Lancaſbire, and then return d to me; he * 
concludes with telling me that he had obtain d a De- fo 
cree, I think he call dit, againſt his Wife, and that th 
he would beready to make good his Engagement to de 

me, if I would accept of him, adding a great many 
Proteſtations of. Kindneſs and Affection ſuch as he N 
would have been far from offering if he had known ft 
the Circumſtances T had been in, and which as it m 
was had been very far from deſerving. x 1 
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return d an Anſwer to this Letter, and dated it 
at Lever pool, bnt ſent ĩt by a Mar, alledging - 
that it came in Cover to a Friend in Town ; I gave 
him Joy of his Deliverance, but rais'd ſome Scru- 
ples at the Lawfulneſs of his Marrying again, and 
told him, I ſuppos d he would conſider very ſeri- 
ouſly upon that Point before he refolv'd, without 
letting him into any thing of my own Mind, or 
giving any Anſwer to his Propoſal of my coming to 
London to him, but mention d at a Diſtance my In- 
tention the latter End of the Year, this being dated 
in April. ba 1 . 

I was brought to Bed about the middle of May, 
and had another brave Boy, and myſelf in as good 
Condition as uſual on ſuch Occaſions: My Gover- 
neſs did her part as a Midwife with the greateſt Art 
and Dexterity imaginable, and far beyond all that 
ever I had had any Experience of before. - | 

I think I had been brought te Bed about twenty 
two Days when I receivd another Letter from my 


Friend at the Bank, with the ſurprizing News that 


he had obtain d a final Sentence of Divorce againſt - 


his Wife, and had ſerv'd her with it on ſuch a Day, 


and that he had ſuch an Anſwer to give to all my 
Scruples about his Marrying again, as I could not 


expect, and as he had no Deſire of; for that his 
Wife, who had been under ſome Remorſe before 


for her uſage of him, as ſoon as ſhe had the account 
that he ha 


deſtroy'd herſelf that ſame Evenin 


[ was exceedingly ſurpriz'd at che News, and be- 
gan now ſeriouſly to reflect on my preſent. Cireum- 


ſtances, and the i nexpreſſible Misfortune it was for 
me to have a Child upon my Hands, and what 'to 


do init I knew not; at laſt I open'd my Caſe at 


a Diſtance to my ++ and told her the Hiſto- 
1 Ty * 


I 


gaind his Poinr, had very unhappily * 
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ry of my Lancafhire Marriage, and how both of 
us had been diſappointed ; how we came together, 


and how we parted : How he abſolutely diſcharg'd 


me, as far as lay in him, and gave me free Liberty 
to Marry again, proteſting that if he knew it he 
would never claim me, or diſturb, or expoſe me; 
that Ithonght T was free, but was dreadfully afraid 
to venture, for fear of the Conſequences. that niight 
follow in caſe of a Diſeovery. 

Then I told her what a good Offer I had; ſhow d 
Her my Friend's two laſt Letters, inviting me to 
come to London, and let her ſee with what Affection 
and Earneſtneſs they were written, but blotted out 
the Name, and alſo the Story about the Diſaſter of 
his Wife, only that fhe was dead. 

She fell a laughing at my Scruples about marry- 
ing, and told me the other was no Marriage, but a 
Cheat on both Sides; and that as we were parted 
buy mutual Conſent, the nature of the Contract was 
deſtroy d, and the Obligation was mutually diſ- 
cCharg d: She had Arguments for this at the tip of 
her Tongue; and in ſhort, reaſon d me out of my 
Reaſon ; not but that it was too by the help of my 

own. Inclination. | 
As it happily happen'd my Child died within the 
Month, and then I began to write to my Friend at 
the Bank in a more kindly Style, and particularly 
about the beginning of July I ſent him a Letter, 
that 1 purpos d to be in Town ſometime in Auguſt; 
he return d me an Anſwer in the moſt paſſionate 
Terms imaginable, and deſir d me to let him have 
timely Notice, and he would come and meet me 
two Days Journey : This puzzl1'd me ſcurvily, and 


T 4id not know what Anſwer to make to it; once 


I was reſolv'd to take the Stage Coach to We/t-chefter 


on purpoſe only; to have the Satisfaction of * 
Q | VELNC dalle back, 
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back, that he might ſee me really come in the ſame 


Coach; for I had a jealous Thought, though I had 


no Ground for it at all, leaſt he thould think I was 
not really in the Country, and it was no ill- grounded 
Thought, as you ſhall hear preſently. | 

I took the Place in the Coach not to its full Ex- 
tent, but to a place call'd Stone in Cheſhire, I think 


it is, where I not only had no manner of Buſineſs, 


but not ſo much as the leaſt Acquaintance with any 
Perſon in the Town or near it: But I knew, that 


with Money in the Pocket one is at home any where, 


ſo I lodg'd there two or three Days, till watching 
my Opportunity, I found room in another Stage- 
Coach, and took Paſſage back again for London, 
ſending a Letter to my ck that I ſhould be 


ſuch a certain Day at Stony-Stratford, where the 


Coachman told me he was to lodge. | 
It happen'd to bea chance Coach that I had taken 


up, which having been hired on purpoſe to carry 


ſome Gentlemen 10 Weſt-Chefter who were going 
for Ireland, was now returning, and did not tye 
itlelf up to exact Times or Places as the Stages did, 
ſo that ac been oblig'd to lye ſtill a Sunday, he 


had time to get himſelf ready to come out, which 


otherwiſe he cou'd not have done. 


However, his warning was ſo ſhort, that he could 
not reach to Som- Stratford time enough to be with 


me at Night, but he met me at a Place call'd 

Brickill the next Morning, as we were juſt coming 

into the Town. 7" WA | | 
He took me out of the Stage-Coach immediately, 


which ſtop'd at an Inn in Brickill, and putting in 


to the ſame Inn he ſet up his own Coach, and be- 
ſpoke his Dinner; I ask'd him what he meant by 
that, for J was for going forward with the Journey ; 


he ſaid no, I had nced - a little Reſt upon the 
6 Ve : 
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Road, and that was a very good fort of a: Houſe; 
tho' it was but a little Town; ſo we would go no 
farther that Night, whatever came of it. 

I did not preſs him much, for ſince he had come 
ſo far to meet me, and put himſelf to ſo much Ex. 
pence, it was but reaſonable I ſhould oblige him a 
little too, ſo I was eaſy as to that Point. 

After Dinner we walk'd to ſee the Town, to ſee 
the Church, and to view the Fields, and the Coun- 
try as is uſual for Strangers to do, and our Land- 
Jord was our Guide in going to ſee the Church; 
I obſerv d my Gentleman enquir'd pretty much about 
the Parſon, and I took the hint immediately, that 
He certainly would propoſe to be married ; and tho' 
it was a ſudden thought, it follow'd preſently, that 
in ſhort I would not refuſe him; for to be plain 
with my Circumſtances, I was in no condition now 
to ſay No, I had no reaſon now to run any more 
ſuch hazards. 

But while theſe Thoughts run round in my Heid, 
which was the work but of a few Moments, I ob- 

ſervd my Landlord took him aſide and whiſper'd to 
him, tho' not very ſoftly neither, for ſo much! 
over-heard, Sir, if you ſhall have occafion —— 


the reſt I cou'd not hear, but it ſeems it was to this 


_ purpoſe, Sir, if you ſhall have occaſion for a Mi- 
Niſter, I have a Friend a little way off that will 
ſerve you, and be as private as you pleaſe ; my Gen- 
tleman anſwer d loud enough for me to hear, very 
well, I believe I ſhall. _ 

I was no ſooner come back to the Inn, but he fell 
upon me with irreſiſtable Words, that fince he had 
the good Fortune to meet me, and every thing con- 


curr d, it wou'd be haſtening his Felicity if I would 


put an end to the matter juſt there; what do you 
mean, fays I, colouring a little, what in an Inn, 


aud uponthe Real! Bleſs us all, faid I, as if I 


» + 
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fo, and III ſhow you that I did, and with that he 
pulls out a great Bundle of Papers; you fright me, 


ſaid I, what are all theſe ; don't be frighted, my 
Dear, ſaid he, and kiſs'd me, this was the firſt time 


that he had been ſo free to call me my Dear. 


There was a Bed in the Room, and we were walk- 
ing to and again, eager in the Diſcourſe, at laſt he 
takes me by ſurprize in his Arms, and threw me on 


the Bed and himſelf with me, and holding me faſt 
in his Arms, but without the leaſt offer of any Un- 


decency, courted me to conſent with ſuch repeated 


Entreaties and Arguments; proteſting his Affection 


and vowing he would not let me go, till I had pros 


miſed him, that at laſt T ſaid, why you reſolve not 
to be deny d indeed, I think: No, no, ſays he, I 
muſt not be denied, I won't be deny'd, I can't be 


denyd : Well, well, faid I, and giving him a flight 


Kiſs, then you ſhan't be deny'd, faid I, let me 
et up. 
Howes ſo tranſported with my Conſent, and the 
kind Manner of it, that I began to think once, he 
took it for a Marriage, and would not ſtay for the 
Form, but I wrong'd him, for he gave over kiſſin 
me, took me by the Hand, pull d me up again, an 
then giving me two or three Kiſſes more, thank d 
me for my kind yielding to him; and was ſo over. 
come with the Satisfaction and Joy of it, that I ſaw 
Tears ſtand in his Eyes. | 
My Landlord, an officious, tho' well-meaning 
Fellow, had ſent away for the Neighbouring Clergy- 
man ; and when my Gentleman began to ſpeak of 
it to him, and talk of ſending for him, Sir, ſays 


he to him, my Friend is in the Houſe; ſo without 


any more words he brought them together: When 
Se: 


nad been ſurpriz'd, how can you talk fo! O I can 
talk ſo very well, ſays he, I came a 2 to talk. 
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he came to the Miniſter, he ask d him if he would 
venture to marry a couple of Strangers that were 


both willing ? The Parſon ſaid that Mr. —— had 


faid ſomething to him of it; that he hop'd it was 
no clandeſtine Buſineſs; that he ſeem'd to be a 
grave Gentleman, and he ſuppos'd Madam was not 
a Girl, ſo that the conſent of Friends ſhould be 
wanted ; to put you out of doubt of thar, ſays my 
Gentleman, read this Paper, and out he pulls the 
Licenſe; I am ſatisfied, ſays the Miniſter, where is 
the Lady? You ſhall ſee hes preſently, ſays my 
Gentleman. — 

When he had ſaid thus, he comes up Stairs, 
and I was by that time come out of my Room, 
ſo he tells me the Miniſter was below, and that 
he had talk d with him, and that upon ſhewing 
him the Licenſe, he was free to marry us with 
all his Heart, but he aſks to ſee you: So he aſk d 
if I would let him come up. I granted his Re- 
queſt; but no ſooner was he enter d my Chamber, 
but he ſaid, Landlord, have you a Common— 
Prayer-Book ? At which, ſtarting, as if I had been 
frighted, Lord, Sir, ſays I, what do you mean, 
what to marry in an Inn, and at Night too? 


Madam, fays the Miniſter, if you will have it be 


in the Church, you ſhall; but I aſſure you, your 
Marriage will be as firm here as in the Church; 
we are not ty d by the Canons to marry no where 
but in the Church; and if you will have it in 
the Church, it will be as publick as a Country 
Fair ; and as for the Time of Day, it does not at 


all weigh in this Caſe, our Princes are married in 
their Chambers, and at eight or ten a- clock at 
Night. 


Married we were, and ſtay d at this Inn all the 


next Day, when an odd Paſſage interrupted all my 
8 Mirch 
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Mirth for a good while; the great Room of tlie 
Houſe look'd into the Street, and my new Spouſe 
being below Stairs, I had walk'd to the End of rhe 


Room, and it being a pleaſant warm Day, I had 


opened the Window, and was ſtanding at it for 
ſome Air, when 1 ſaw three Gentlemen come by 
on Horſeback, and go into an Inn juſt againſt us. 
It was not to be conceal d, nor was it ſo doubt- 
ful as to leave me any Room to queſtion it, but 
the ſecond of the three was my Lancaſbire Hus- 
band: I was frighted to Death, I never was in 
ſuch a Conſternation in my Life, I thought I 
ſhould have ſunk into the Ground, my Blood run 
chill in my Veins, and I trembled as if I had been 
in a cold Fit of an Ague, I ſay there was no 
room to queſtion the Truth of it, I knew his Cloaths, 
I knew his Horſe, and I knew his Face. 


I remain'd in this Fright near two Hours, and 


ſcarce ever kept my Eye from the Window or 
Door of the Inn where they were: At laſt hearing 
a great Clutter in the Paſſage of their Inn, I run 
to the Window, and, to my great Satisfaction, ſee 
them all three go out again, and travel on Weſt- 
ward ; had they gone towards London, I ſhould 
have been ſtill in a Fright, leaſt I thould meet him 
on the Road again, and that he ſhould know me; 
but he went the contrary way, and ſo I was eas'd 
of that Diſorder. | 

We reſolv'd to be going the next Day, but a- 
bout fix a-clock at Night we were alarm d with a 
great Uproar in the Street, and People riding as 
x they had been out of their Wits; and what was 
it but a Hue and Cry after three Highwaymen than 
had robb'd two Coaches, and ſome other Travellers 


_ near Dunſtable-Hill, and Notice had, it ſeems, 


been 


1 
been given, that they had been ſeen at Brickil at 


ſach a Houſe, meaning the Houſe where thoſe Gen- 
tlemen had been. . 

The Houſe was immediately beſet and ſearchd, « 
but there were witneſſes enough that the Gentlemen k 
had been gone above three Hours; the Crowd hav- 7 
ing gathered about, we had the News preſently ; 1 f 
was heartily concern d now another way: I preſently | 
told the People of the Houſe, that 1 durſt to ſay n 
thoſe were not the Perſons, for that I knew one of - 
the Gentlemen to be a very honeſt Perſon, and of C 
a good Eſtate in Lancaſhire... 8 

| The Conſtable, who came with the Hue and Cry, 1 
was immediately inform'd of this, and eame ov& te 
to me to be ſatisfy d from my own Mouth, and I C 
aſſur d him that I ſaw the three Gentlemen as I was = 
at the Window, that I ſaw them afterwards at the th 
Windows of the Room they din'd in; that I ſaw 
them afterwards take Horſe, and I could aflure him C 
I knew one of them to be ſuch a Man, that he was m 
a Gentleman of a very good Character in Lanca- Lo 
ſhire, from whence I was juſt now upon my 0 
Journey. 2 Ce 

The aſſurance with which I deliver'd -this, gave his 
the Mob Gentry a Check, and gave the Conſtable _ 
ſuch Satisfaction, that he immediately ſounded a * 
Retreat, told his People theſe were not the Men, ſha 

- Hut that he had an account they were very honeſt 
Gentlemen, and ſo they went all back again; what W 
the Truth of the matter was I knew not, but certain tow 
it was that the Coaches were robb'd at Dunſtable- cor 
Hill, and 560 J. in Money taken, beſides ſome of for 
the Lace-Merchants that always Travel that way my 
had been viſited too. | r. 

We came away the fifth Day; and my Land lord, I 


becauſe he ſaw me uneaſie, mounted himſe'f, 3 tell 
„ — Son, | 


— 


\ 
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Gon; and three honeſt Country Fellows with gogd: 
Fire-Arms, and, without telling us of it, followd: . 
the Coach, and would ſee us fafe into Dunſtable ;- 
we could do no leſs than treat them very handſomely: 
at Dunſtable, which Coſt my Spouſe about Ten or 
Twelve Shillings, and ſomething he gave the Men 
for their Time too, but my Landlord would take 
nothing for himſelf. 

When we came into London I liv'd with this 
Husband in the utmoſt Tranquility; he was a: 
Quiet, Senſible, Sober Man, Virtuous, Modeſt,, 
Sincere, and in his Buſineſs Diligent and juſt-. 
We liv'd in an interrupted courſe of Eaſe and Con- 
tent for Five Years, - when a ſudden Blow from an 
almoſt inviſible Hand, blaſted all my: Happineſs, , 
and turn d me out into the World in a Condition 
the reverſe of all that had been before it. 

My Husband having truſted one of his Fellow 
Clerks with a Sum of — much for our For- 
tunes to bear the Loſs of, the Clerk fail d, and the 
Loſs fell very heavy on my Husband, yet it was not 
ſo great neither, but that if he had had Spirit and 
Courage to have look d his Misfortunes in the Face, 
his Credit was ſo good, that as I told him, he 
would eaſily recover it; for to ſink under Trouble 
is to double the Weight, and he that will Die in it 
ſhall Die in it. | 

It was in vain to ſpeak comfortably to him, the 
Wound had ſunk too deep, it was a Stab that 
touch'd the Vitals, he grew Me'ancholly and Diſ- 
conſolate, and from thence Lethargick, and died; 1 
foreſaw the Blow, and was extremel oppreſs d in 
my Mind, for I ſawevidently that if hedid I was. 
undone. . 

I had two Children by him and no more, for to 
tell the Truth, it began to be time for me to leave 

bearing 


. * W747 » [. "IM ] 
bearing Children, for I was now Eight and Forty, 


and I ſuppoſe if he had liv'd I ſhould have had 


no more. 


m_ 


CHAP. NV. 


Moll Flanders burtes her fifth Huſband, and turn- 
ing Thief robs an Apothecary's Shop in Leaden- 
hall-Street ; and a little Child of a Gold Neck- 
[ace in Bartholomew-Cloſe ; next robs a Houſe 
near Stepnèey; and afterwards turns Quilter, 


O W having buried this my fifth Huſband, 
and liv d two Years in a diſmal Condition, 

T4 waſling that little I had, weeping continu- 
ally over my diſmal Condition, waſting that little 
- -T had; and as it were only bleeding to Death, 
without the leaſt Hope or Proſpe& of Help from 
God or Man, I had cry ſo long, and ſo often, that 


Tears were, as I might ſay, exhauſted ; and I began 


to be deſperate, for I grew poor apace. Poverty 
then preſſing my Soul, one Evening J went out, I 
neither knew or conſicdler d where to go, or on what 
Buſineſs; but as the Devil carried me out and laid 
his Bait for me, ſo he brought me to be ſure to the 
Place, for Iknew not whither I was going, or vlnt 
I did. 

Wandring thus about I knew not whither, I 
paſs d by an Apothecary's Shop in L-ad2nhall-ſtreet, 
where I ſaw lye on a Stool juſt before the Counter 
a little Bundle wrapt in a white Cloth; beyond it, 


ſtood a Maid-Servant with her Back to it, looking 


up towards the top of the Shop, where the Apo- 
| thecary $ 
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I 
thecaty's Apprentice, as I ſuppoſe, was ſtanding 
upon the Counter, with his Back alſo to the Door, 
and a Candle in his Hand, looking and * 


up to the upper Shelf fgr ſomething he wanted, ſo 


that both were engag d mighty earneſtly, and no 
Body elſe in tlie Shop. a7 rF a: 1) 


This was the Bait; and the Devil who 1 aid laid 


the Snare, as readily prompted me, as if he had 
ſpoke, for I remember, and ſhall never forget it, 
*twas like a Voice ſpoken to me over my Shoulder, 
take the Bundle; be quick; do it this Moment; 
it was no fooner ſaid but I ſtep'd into the Shop 
and with my Back to the Wench, as if I had 


F up for a Cart that was goung by, I put my Hand 


behind me and took the Bundle, and went off with 
it, os Maid or Fellow not perceiving me, or any 
one elſe. | 5 auto. ont «ata. 


What the Bundle was made upfor, or on what 
Occaſion laid where I found it, I knew not, bur 


when Icame to open it I found there was à Suit of 


Child-bed Linnen in it, very good and almoſt S 


the Lace very fine; there was a Silver Porri 


a Pint, a ſmall Silver Mug and Six Spoons; with 


ſome other Linnen, a good Smock, and Three Silk 


Handkerchiefs, and in the Mug wrap'd up in a 


Paper Eighteen 8 and Six-pence in Money. 

I went out now by Day- light, and wandred about 
I knew not whither, and in ſearch of T knew not 
what, when the Devil pat a Snare in my way of a 
dreadful-Nature indeed, and ſuch a one as I have 
never had before or ſince; going thro Alderſpate- 
ſfreet there was a pretty little Child had been at a 
Dancing-School, and was going home, all alone, 


and my Prompter, like a true Devil, ſet me upon 


this innocent Creature; Italk d to it, and it prattl'd 
to me again, and I took it by the Hand and = it 
| | ong 


' 
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- along till 1 came to a pavd Alley that goes into Byr- ar 
tholomew-Cloſe, and I led it in there; the Chill 1 
faid that was not its way home; I faid,. yes, my * 
Dear it is, I'll ſhow you the way home; the Child 1 
had a little Necklace on of Gold Beads, and I had 10 
my Eye upon that, and in the dark of the Alley I to 

ſtoop d, pretending to mend the Child's Clog that B. 
was looſe, and took off her Necklace and the Child b.. 
never felt it, and ſo led the Child on again: Here, bog 


1 fay, the Devil put me upon killing the Child in — 
the dark Alley, that it might not Cry; but the very R 
thought frighted me ſo that I was ready to drop h 
down, but I turn d the Child about and bad it go ; 

back again, for that was not its way home; the 4 
Child ſaid fo ſhe would, and I went thro' into Bar- 
tholomew-Cloſe, and then turn d round to another 
Paſſage that goes into Long-lane, ſo away into a; 
* Charterhouſe-Tard and out into St, John's-ſtreet, | 


then croſſing into Smithfield, went down Chick-lane T 
and into Feld- lane to Holbourn-Bridge, when mix-- Kos 
ing with the Crowd of People uſually paſſing there, be 
it was not poſſible to have been found out; and ha 
thus J enterpriz'd my ſecond Sally into the World. 7 
The String of Beads was worth about Twelve ke 
or Fourteen Pounds, I ſuppoſe it might have been 15 
formerly the Mother's, for it was too big for the f 
Child's wear, but that, perhaps, the Vanity of the * 
Mother to have her Child look fine at the Dancing K 
School, had made her let the Child wear it, and no 
doubt the Child had a Maid ſent to take care of it, I 
but ſhe, like a careleſs Jade, was taken up perhaps & 
with ſome Fellow that had met her by the way, and th 
ſo the poor Baby wandred till it fell into my Hand. of 
I had pretty good Luck thus far, and I made hs 
£&veral Adventures more, tho' with but ſmall Pur-- of 


chaſe, yet with good Succeſs, ., but I went. in 2 | 
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d read that ſome miſchief would befall me, and that 


I ſhould certainly come to be hang d at laſt: The 
impreſſion this made on me was too ſtrong to be 
lighted, and it kept me from making attempts that 
for ought I know might have been very ſafely per- 
form d; but one thing cannot omit, which was a 
Bait to me many a Day. I walk frequently out 
into the Villages round the Town to ſee if nothin 
would fall in my Way there; and going by a Hou 
near Stepney, 1 ſaw on the Window. board two 
Rings, one a ſmall Diamond Ring, and the other a 
plain Gold Ring, to be ſure laid there by ſome 
thoughtleſs Lady, that had more Money than Fore- 
caſt, perhaps only till ſhe waſh'd her Hands. 

I walk'd ſeveral Times by the Window, to ob- 
ſerve if I could ſee whether there was any body in 
the Room, or no, and I could fee no body, but 
Rill J was not ſure; it came preſently into my 
Thoughts to rap at the Glaſs, as if I wanted to ſpe k 
with ſome Body, and if any Body was there they 
would be ſure to come to the Window, and then I 
would tell them to remove thoſe Rings, for that 1 
had ſeen two ſuſpicious Fellows take notice of them : 


This was a ready Thought, Irapt once or twice and 


no Body came, when ſeeing the Coaſt clear, I thruſt 
hard againſt the Square of Glaſs, and broke it with 
very little Noiſe, and took outthe two Rings, and 
walk'd away with them very ſafe, the Diamond 
Ring was worth about 37. and the other about 9 s, 

I was now at a loſs for a Market for my Goods, 
I was very loth to diſpoſe of them Tor a Trifle ; as 
the poor unhappy Thieves in general do, who after 
they have vencured their Lives for, perhaps a thing 
of Value, are fain to ſell it for a Song when they 
have done; but I was reſolv'd I would not do thus 
whatever ſhift I made, unleſs I was driven to = 


L118 ] 


_ Kft Extremity; however I did- not well know what 


Courſe to take: Ax laſt I reſolvd to go to my old 


SGoverneſs, and acquaint myſelf with her again. 


I now made her a Viſit, and I found that ſhe 
drove ſomething of her old Trade till, but that ſhe 
was not in ſuch flouriſhing Circumſtances as before ; 
for the had been ſued by a certain Gentleman, who - 
had had his Daughter ſtolen from hini, and who it 
ſeems ſhe had. helped to convey away ; and it was 
very narrowly that ſhe eſcap'd the Gallows ; the Ex- 
pence alſo had ravaged her, and ſhe was become very 
poor; her Houſe was but meanly furniſhed, and 
ſhe was not in ſuch repute for her Practice as before; 
however ſhe ſtood upon her Legs, as they ſay, and 
as ſhe was a ſtirring buſtling Woman, and had ſome 
Stock left, ſhe was turn'd Pawn-Broker, and liv'd 
pretty well; and to her I either pawn or ſold all 


my ſtoln Goods. 


However, at laſt I got ſome quilting Work for La- 
dies Beds, Petticoats, and the like; and this I lik'd 
very well, and work d very hard, and with this I be- 


W canto live; but the diligent Devil who reſolvd I 


ſhould continue in his Service, continually prompted - 
me to go out and take a walk, that is to ſay, to ſee 


if any thing would offer in the old way. 
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CHAP: v. 


Moll Flanders turning Thief again, fleals a Silver 


Tankard out of on Alehouſe ; a Gold Watch from 
a Lady's Side; and a Bundle of Plate out of 4 


Houſe on Fire. 
* OU muſt know that I had taken a Lodging 


at my old Midwife's Houſe, who is turn d 

 Pawn-Broker, and whom I alſo call my Go- 
verneſs, for inſtructing me in the Art and Myſtery 
of Thieving : So one Evening I blindly obey'd the 
Devil's Summons, and fetchd a long Circuit thro' 
the Streets, but met with no purchaſe and came 
Home very weary, and empty; but not content 
with that, 1 went out the Evening too, when going 
by an Alehouſe I ſaw the Door of a little room 
open, next the very Street, and on the Table a filver 
Tankard, things much in uſe in publick Houſes at 
that time; it ſeems ſome Company had been drink- 
ing there, and the careleſs Boys had forgot to take 
it away. 

I went into the Box frankly, and ſetting the ſilver 
Tankard on the Corner of the Bench, I fat down 
before it, and knock d with my Foot, a Boy came 
preſently, and I bad him fetch me a pint of warm. 
Ale, for it was cold Weather; the Boy run, and 
I heard him go down the Cellar to draw the Ale; 


while the Boy was gone, another Boy came into the 


Room, and cried, d'ye call, I ſpoke with a melan- 
cholly Air, and ſaid, no Child, the Boy is gone for 
2 Pint of Ale for me. . 

While I fat here, I heard the Woman in the 
Bar ſay are they all gone in the Five, which was 
the Box 1 fat in, and the Boy ſaid yes; who fetch'd 
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the Tankard away? ſays the Woman, I did, fays 
another Boy, that's it, pointing it ſeems to another 
Tankard, which he had fetch d from another Box by 

. Miſtake; or elſe it muſt be, that the Rogue forgot 
that he had not brought it in, which certainly he 

had not. 247 

I heard all this, much to my Satisfaction, for I 

Found plainly that the Tankard was not -miſt, and 

yet they concluded it was fetch'd away; ſo I drank 

my Ale, call d to Pay, and as I went away, I ſaid, 
take care of your Plate Child, meaning a filver pint 

Mug, which he brought me Drink in; the Boy faid, 

yes * very welcome, and away I came. 

At laſt my Matron help'd me to a School-Miſtreſß, 
'by the help of which Confederate I grew as impu- 
dent a Thief, and as dextrous as ever Moll Cut-Pure 
was. This Comrade dealt in three Sorts of Craft; 
namely, Shoplifting, Stealing of Shop-Books, and 
taking off Gold Watches from the Ladies Sides. | 

lik d the firſt and laſt of theſe Things very well, and 
putting me to practiſe, ſhe at laſt ſhewd me a 
rize, and this was a yoting Lady big with Child, 
who had a charming Watch: She goes on one fide 
of the Lady as ſhe was coming out of Church, and 
pretending to fall, fell againſt the Lady with ſuch 

— as put her into a great Fright, and both 
cryd out terribly; in the very Moment that ſhe 
joſtled the Lady, I had hold of the Watch, and 
holding it the right way, the Start ſhe gave drew 
the Hook out and ſhe never felt it; I made off imme- 
diately, and left my School-Miftreſs to come out 
of her pretended Fright gradually, and the Lady 
too, who preſently miſe) her Watch, for which 
my Governeſs gave me and my Comrade twenty 
Pounds, which we divided equally betwixt us. 
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This was my firſt Adventure in Company, - and I 
and my new Partner in Wickedneſs went on to- 
gether 10 long, without being ever detected, that 
we not only grew bold, but we grew rich, and we 


had at one Time one and twenty Gold - Watches. 


in our Hands. I had now near 200 Pounds in my 
Hands, which Stock before-hand put me upon 
Thoughts of living honeſt, but being held faſt in the 
Devil's Clutches as with a Charm, I had no Power 
to go without the Circle, till I was ingulph'd in 
Labyrinths of Trouble too on to get out at all. 
However, my Comrade, as I call d her, but rather 
ſhe ſhould have been call'd my Teacher, with ano- 
ther of her Scholars, was the firſt in Misfortune, 
for happening to be upon the hunt for Purchaſe, they 
made an Attempt upon a Linnen- Draper in Cheap- 
ſide, but were ſnapt by a Hawks-ey d Journeyman, 
and ſeiz d with two Pieces of Cambrick, which 
were taken alſo upon them. Hereupon they were 
both ſent to Newgate, and my Comrade having the 
Brand of an old Offender, was executed ; but the 
young Offender was ſpar d, having obtain'd a Re- 
prieve ; however the lay ſtarving a long while in 
Priſon, till at laſt ſhe got her Name into what they 
call a Circuit Pardon, and ſs came off. 

This terrible Example of my Comrade frighten d 
me heartily, and fora good while I made no Excur- 
fons ; but one Night in the Neighbourhood of my 
Governeiſes Houſe, they cry d Fire; whereupon the 
preſently gave me my Cue, ſaying, go Child to the 
Houſe, and run in and tell the Lady, or any body 
you ſer, that you come to help them, and that you 
came from ſuch a Gentlewoman (that is one of her 
A-quiintance farther up the Street) and ſhe gave me 
the like Cue to the other Houſe, naming ano— 
ther Name, that was an Acquaintante of the Gen- 

tlewoman 
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tlewoman of the Houſe. According to her Inſtructi- 
ons away I went, and coming to the Houſe I found 


them all in Confuſion, you may be ſure ; I ran ii 


and finding one of the Maids, Lord! Sweetheart, 


ſaid I, how came this diſmal Accident? Where is 
your Miſtreſs? And how does ſhe do? Is ſhe ſafe? 


And where are the Children? I come from Madam 


\ 


to help you; away runs the Maid, Madam, 
Ma dam, ſ:ys ſhe, ſcreaming as loud as ſhe could 


yell, here is a Gentlewoman come from Madam 


—  — do help us: The poor Woman half out of 
her Wits, with a Bundle under her Arm, and two 
little Children, comes towards me, Lord, Madam, 


fays J, let me carry the poor Children to Madam 


, ſhe defires you to ſend them, ſhell take care 
of the poor Lambs, and immediately I takes one 
of them out of her Hand, and the lifts the other up 
into my Arms; ay, do for God ſake, ſays ſne, car- 
iy them to her; O! thank her for her Kindneſs, 
Have you any Thing elſe to ſecure, ſays I, Madam? 
She will take care of it. O! dear, ay, ſays ſhe, 
Gcd bleſs her, and thank her, take this Bundle of 
late and carry it to her too; O! She is a good Wo- 
man; O! Lord, we are utterly ruin'd, utterly un- 
done ; then away the runs from me out of her Wits, 


the Maids afcer her; and away comes I with the 


two Children and the Bundle. When I came to 


the Place appointed, I thunder'] at the Door with 
the Children, and as the Feople were rais'd before by 


the Noiſe of the Fire, I was ſoon let in, and! ſaid, 
is Madam awake? Pray tell her Mrs. deſires 
the Favour of her to take the two Children in; poor 
Lady, She will be undone, their Houſe is all of a 
Flame, they took the Children in very ctvilly, pitied 
the Family in Diſtreſs, and away came I with my 


Bundle, which conſiſted of moſt of the Family 


Plate, 
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Plate, a Gold Chain, a little Box of Funeral Rings, 
the Lady's Wedding-Ring, ſome broken Bits of old 
Lockets of Gold, a Gold Watch, a Purſe with 


about 24 Pounds Value in old Pieces of Gold Coyn, 


and ſeveral other Things of Value. 3 
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CHAP. VL 


Moll Flanders takes to robbing of Lace-Folks and 
Milliners ; ſeveral of her Comrades are commit- 
ted to Newgate, and hang d; ſhe turns Informer; 
afterwards robs in Mans Apparel, by the Name 
of Gabriel Spencer, and flies to Dunſtable. Comes 
to London again, and robs a Mercer's Shop of a 
Piece of Damaſk. She had like to have been 
kill'd by a Feather Bed, that was flung out at a 
Window upon her Head, where [he was going to 
rob at a great Fire. 


made a Venture or two among the Lace-Folks 
and Milliners, and parricularly at one Shop, 
where I got Notice of two young Women who were 
newly ſet up, an1 had not been bred to the Trade: 
There, I think I carried off a Piece of Bonelace, 
worth ſix or ſeven Pounds, and a Paper of Thread; 
but this was but once, it was a Trick that would not 

ſerve again. | 
I made another Adventure or two, but they were 
but Trifles too, tho' ſufficient to live on ; after this 
nothing conſiderable offering for a good while, I 
began to think that I muſt give over the Trade in 
Earneſt ; but my Governeſs, who was not willing to 
loſe me: and expected 2 Things of me, brought 
2 me 


Remain'd ſtill with my Governeſs, and next 
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me ore Day into Company with. a. young Woman 
and a Fellow that went for her Husband, tho' as it 
appear'd afterwards the was not his Wife, but they 
were Partners. in the Trade they carried on; and 
Partners in ſomething elſe too. In ſhort, they 
robb'd rogether, lay together, were taken together, 
and ar laſt were hang d together. 
I began now to be very wary, having ſo narrowly 
pd a Scouring, and having ſuch an Example be- 
fore me; but J had a new Tempter, who prompted 
me every Day, I mean my Governeſs; and now a 
Prize preſented, which as it came by her Manage- 
ment, ſo the expected a good Share of the Booty; 
there was a good Quantity of Flanders-Lace lodg'd 
ina private Houſe, where the had gotten Intelligence 
of it; and Flanders-Lace, being then Prohibited, it 
was a good Booty to any Cuſtom- Houſe Officer that 
could come at it: I had a full Account from my 
Governeſs, as well of the Quantity as of the very 
Place where it was conceal'd, and I went to a 
Cuſtom-Houſe Officer, and told him I had ſuch a 
Diſcovery to make to him, of ſuch a Quantity of 
Lace, if he would aſſure me that I ſhould have my 
due Share of the Reward: This was ſo juſt an offer, 
that nothing could be fairer; ſo he agreed, and tak- 
ing a Conſtable, and me with him, we beſet the 
Houſe; as I told him, I could go directly to the 
Place, he left it to me, and the Hole being very 
dark, I ſqueez d myſelf into it with a Candle in my 
Hand, and ſo reach'l the Pieces cut to him, taking 
care as I gave him ſome, ſo to ſecure as much about 
. myſelf as I could conveniently Diſpoſe of: There 
was near 300 J. worth of Lace in the whole; and I 
Tecur'd about 507. worth of it to myſelf: The Peo- 
ple of the Houſe were not owners of the Lace, but 
a Merchant who had entruſted them with it; ſo 
: i that 
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that they were not ſo ſurpꝛiz d as I thoughit they 
would be. | 

left the Officer overjoyd with his Prize, and 
fully ſatisfy'd with what he had go:; and appointed 
to meet him at a Houſe of his own directing, where 
I came after I had diſpos d of the Cargo I had about 
me, of which he had not the leaſt Suſpicion; when 
I came to him, he began to Capitulate wich me, 
believing I did not underſtand the right I had to a 
Share in the Prize, and would fain have put me off 
with Twenty Pounds, but let him know that I was 
not ſo ignorant as he ſappos'd I was; and yet I was 
glad too, that he offer'd to bring me to a certainty ; 
I ask'd 1co J. and he riſe up to 30 J. I fell-to 894. 
an1 he riſe again to 40 J. ina Word, he offerd 501. 
and I conſented, only demanding a Piece of Lage, 
which I thought came to about eight or nine Pounds, 
as if it had been for my own wear, and he agreed 
to it, ſoI got 594. in Money paid me that ſame 
| Night, and made an End of the Bargain; nor did 
he ever know who I was, or where to enquire for 
me; fo that if it had been diſcover'd, that part ot 
the Goods were embezzel d; he could have made no 
Challenge upon me for it. 
I had now practis d upwards of ffve Years, an! 
never was in Trouble all that while; but at laſt I 
was inform d that ſome of theſe who were gotten faſt 
into Newgate, had vowel to Impe ich me; and as 1 
knew that two or three of them were but too able 
to do it, I was under a great concern about it, and 
kept within Doors for a good while; but my Go- 
verneſs who I always made Partner in my Succeſs 
and who now plaid a ſure Game with me, for tha 
the had a Share of the Gain, and no Share in the 
hazard, Ifav, my Governeſs was ſomething impa- 
tient of my leading ſuch a uſeleſs unptofitable 
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Life, as ſhe calld it; and ſhe laid a new Contrivance 
for my HOung Abroad, and this was to Dreſs me upin 
Mens Cloths, and ſo put me into a new kind of 
Practiſe. 

As my Governeſs had diſguis d me like a Man, fo 
the joyn d me with a Man, a young Fellow that was 
Nimble enough at his Bufineſs. and for about three 
Weeks we did very well together. Our principal 
Trade was watching Shop-keepers Compters, and 
Hipping off any kind of Goods we could ſee careleſly 
laid any where, and we made ſeveral vey good Ba:- 
gains as we .call d them at this Work: And as we 
kept always togerher, ſo we grew very intimate, 
yet he never knew that I was not a Man; nay, tho' 
I ſeveral times went home with him to his Lodgings, 
according as our buſineſs directed, and four or five 
times lay with him all Night. 

But his ill, and my good Fortune, ſoon put an 
end to this Life, which I muſt own I was fick of 
too, on ſeveral other Accounts : We had made ſe- 
veral Prizes in this new way of Buſineſs, but the 
_ laſt would have been extraordinary ; there was a 
Shop in a certain Street which had a Warehouſe be- 
hind it that look d into another Street, the Houſe 

making the corner of the turning. 
' Through the Window of the Warehouſe we ſaw 
lying on the Counter or Show-board which was 
_ juſt before it, five pieces of Silks, beſides other 
Stuffs ; and tho' it was almoſt dark, yet the People 
being buſie in the fore-Shop with Cuſtomers, had 
not had time to ſhut up thoſe Windows, or elſe hid 
forgot it. | | | 
This the young Fellow was overjoy d with, that 
he could not reſtrain himſelf, it lay all within his 
reach he ſaid, and he ſwore violently to me that hge 
would have.it, if he broke down the Houſe = = ; 
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I diſſwaded him a littl-, but ſaw there was no reme- 


dy, ſo he run raſlily upon it, ſlipt out a Squa e out 
of the Saſh Window dexteroufly enough, and with- 
out en iſe, and got out four pieces of the Silks, and 
came with them towirds me, but was immediately 
pur:ued with a terrible Clutter and Noiſe; we were 
ſtanding together indeed, but I had nor taken any 
of the Goods out cf his Han, when I ſaid to him 
hitily, you are un lone, fly for God ſake; he run 
like Lightning, and I too, but the purſuit was hot- 
ter after him becauſe he had the Goods, than after 
me; he dropt two of the Pieces which ſtopd them 
a little, but chey took him ſoon after wirh the other 
two pieces upon him, and then the reſt followed me; 
I run for it and got into my Governeſſes Houſe, 
whither ſome quick-cy'd People follow'd me fo 
warmly as to fix me there, they dil not immediately 
knock a- the Doors by which I got time to throw 
of my Diſguiſe, and Jreſs me in my on Cloaths ; 
beſides, when they came there, my Governeſs, who 
had her Tale ready, kept her Door ſhut, and calld 
out to them and told them there was no Man came 
in there; the People aſfirm'd there d-d a Man come 
in there, and ſwore they would break open tlie 
Door. 

My Governeſs, not at all ſurpriz d, ſpoke calmly 
to them, told them they ſhould very freely come 
and ſearch her Houſe, if they would bring a Con- 
ſtable, ſo a Conftable was fetch d immediately, and 
ſne free y open d the Door, the Conſtable kept the 
Door, and the Men he appointed ſearch'd the Houſe, 
my. Governeſs going with them from Room to 
Room; when ſhe came to my Room ſhe call d to 
me, and faid aloud ; Couſin, piay open the Door, 
here's ſome Gentlemen that muſt come and look into 


your Room. | „ 
1 I had 


„ . | 

I had alittle Girl with me, which was my Gover- 
neſſes Grand-child, as ſhe call'd her; and I bad her 
open the Door, and there fat J at Work with a great 
litter of things about me, as if I had been at Work 
all Day, being myſelf quite undteſs d, with only 
Night-cloaths on my Head, and a looſe Morning 
Gown wrapt about me: My Governeſs made a kind 
of excuſe of their diſturbing me, telling me partly 
the occaſion of it, and that ſhe had no R emedy but 
to open the Doors to them, and let them ſatisfie 
themſelves, for all ſhe could ſay to them would not 
fatisfie them: I fat ſtill, and bid them ſearch the 
Room if they pleas'd, for if there was any Body in 
the Houſe, I was ſure they was not in my Room; 
and as for the reſt of the Houſe I had nothing to ſay 
to that, I did not underſtand what they look d for. 

Every thing look d fo innocent and ſo honeſt 
about me, that they treated mg, civiller than J ex- 
pected, but it was not till they had ſearchd the 
Room to a nicety, even under the Bed, in the Bed, 
and every where elſe, where it was poflible any 
thing cou'd be bid; when they had done this, and 
coud find nothing, they askd my Pardon for 
troubling me, and went down. 
It is eafie to judge what a fright I was in upon 


this occaſion, and it is impoſſible for my Governeſs 
ever to bring meto Dreſs in that Diſguiſe again - 


for, as I told her, I ſhould certainly betray myſelf. 
My poor Partner in this Miſchief was now in a 
bad Cafe, for he was carried away before my Lord- 
Mayor, and by his Honour committed to Newgate, 
aud the People that took him were ſo willing, as 
well as able, to Proſecute him, that they offer d 
themſelves to enter into Recognizances to appear at 
the Seſſions, and perſuc the Charge againſt them. 

However, 
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However, he got his Indictment deferr'd, upon 
romiſe to diſcover his Accomplices, and particu- ' 
39% the Man that was concern'd with him in this 
Robbery, and he fail'd not to do his endeavour, 
for he gave in my Name who he call'd Gabriel Spen- 
cer, which was the Name I went by to him, and 
here appeard the Wiſdom of my concealing my 
Name and Sex from him, which if he had ever 
known I had been undone. F 
This turn d to his Diſadvantage, for having pro- 
mis d Diſcoveries, but not being able to make it 
ood, it was look d upon as a trifling with the 
uſtice of the City, and he was the more fiercely per- 
ſued by the Shopkeepers who took him. 
I was however terribly uneaſie all this while, and 
that I might be quite out of the WAY I went away 


from my Governeſſes for a while; but not knowing 


whether to wander, I took a Maid Servant with m 
and took the Stage-Coach to Dunſtable to my old 
Landlord and Landlady, where I had liv'd ſo hand- 
ſomly with my Lancaſhire Husband : Here I told 
her a formal Story, that I expected my Husband 
every Day from Ireland, and that I had ſent a Let- 
ter to him that I would meet him at Dunſtable at 
her Houſe, and that he would certainly Land, if 
the Wind was fair, in a few Days, ſo that I was 
come to ſpend a few Days with them till he ſhould 
come, for he would either come Poſt, or in the 
IWeſt-Chefter Coach, I knew not which, but which 
ſoever it was, he would be ſure to come to that 
Houſe to meet me. b 
My Landlady was mighty glad to ſee me, and my 
Landlord made ſuch a ſtir with me, that if I had 
been a Princeſs I cou'd not have been better uſed, 
and here I might have been, welcome a, Month or 
two if I had thought fit. In the mean time I let 
G5 my 
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my Governeſs know where to ſend to me, and had 
ſeveral Letters from her while I ſtayed here, ſome of 
them almoſt ſcar d me out of my Wits ; but at laſt 
the ſent me the joyful News that he was hang'd, 
which was the beſt News to me that I had heard a 
great while. | 

T had ftay'd here five Weeks, and liv'd very com- 
fortably indeed, (the ſecret Anxiety of my Mind 
_ excepted) but when I receiv'd this Letter J look d 
pleaſzntly again, and told my Landlady that I had 
Teceiv'd a Letter from my Spouſe in Ireland, that I 
had the good News of his being very well, but had 
the bad News that his buſineſs would not permit 
Him to come away ſo ſoon as he expected, and ſo 1 
was like to go back again without him. 

My Landlady complimenting me upon the good 
News, we parted, and I came merry enough to Lon- 
don, and found my Governeſs as well pleas'd as 1 
was; but ſhortly after 1 had indeed one Comrade, 
whoſe Fate went very near me for a good while, 
tho' I wore it off too in time, that Caſe was in. 
deed very unhappy; I had made a Prize of a Piece 
of very good Damask in a Mercer's Shop, and went 


clear off myſelf ; bur had convey'd the Piece to this. 


Companion of mine, when we went out of the 
Shop ; and ſhe went one way, and I went another : 
We had not been long out of the Shop, but the 


Mercer miſs d his Piece of Stuff, and ſent his Meſſen-- 


gers, one, one way, and one another, and they 
preſently ſeiz d her that had the Piece, with the Da- 
mask upon her; as for me, I had very Luckily ſtep d 


into a Houſe where there was a Lace- Chamber, up 


one Pair of Stairs, and had the Satisfaction, or the 
Terror indeed of looking out of the Window upon 


the Noiſe they made, an\ ſeeing the poor Creature 


drag d away in Triumph to the Juſtice, who im- 
| 5 me diately 
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mediately committed her to Newgate ; and tle 
Seſſions following ſhe was order d for Tranſportation, 
and accordingly the was ſent to Maryland. 

We had at that time another Fire happen'd not 
a great way off from the Place where my Governeſs 
livd, and 1 made an attempt there, as before, bur 
as I was not ſoon enough before the Crowd ot Peo- 
ple came in, and could not get to the Houſe I aimd 
at, inſtead of a Prize, I got a miſchief, which hal 
almoſt put a Period to my Life, and all my wicked 
doings together ; for the Fire being very furious, 


and the People in a great Fright in removing their 


Goods, and rg, | out of Window, a 
Wench from out of a Window threw a Featherbed 
juſt upon me; it is true, the Bed being ſoft it broke 
no Bones; but as the weight was great, and made 
greater by the Fall, it beat me down, and laid me 
dead for a while; nor did che People concern them- 
ſelves much to deliver me from tt, or to recover me 
at all; but J lay like one Dead and neglected a good 
while ; till ſomebody going to remove the Bed out 
of the way, helped me up; it was indeed a Won- 
der the People in the Houſe had not thrown other 
Goods out after it, and which might have fallen 
upon it, and then had been inevitably kill d; bur 
I was reſerv d for further Afflictions. 

This Accident however ſpoild my Market for 
that time, and I came home to my Governe's very 
much hurt, and bruis'd, and frighten'd to the laſt 
degree, and it was 2 good while before ihe could ſer 
me upon my Feet again. 1 
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CHAP. VI. 


Moll Flanders goes to Bartholomew-Fair,. picks up 
a Gentleman at a Raffliing-Booth, rides with him 
in a Coach to the Spring-Garden at Knights- 

Bridge, was debauch'd by him, and to make her 
Gallant amends for his Civility, ſhe robs him 
when aſleep of his Gold Watch, a Silk * 77 
Guinear, Siluer-hilted Sword, and fine 
Box. She net robs the Barnet, Stratford, Bow, 
and Cheſton Coaches. Afterwards ſhe fteals a 
Horſe; robs a Lace-Shop in the New-Exchange 
in the Strand; and next robs her Lodging at 
Harwich. 


I T was now a Merry time of the Year, and Bar- 
AE tholomew Fair was begun; I had never made any 
Walks that way, nor was the common Part of the 
Fair of much Advantage to me; but I took a turn 
this Year into the Cloiſters, and among the reſt, I 
fell into one of the Raffling Shops :- It was a thing 
of no great Conſequence to me, nor did I expect to 
make much of it; but there came a Gentleman ex- 
treamly well Dreſs d, and very Rich, and as tis fre- 
quent to talk to every Body in thoſe Shops he ſingl d 
me out, and was very particular with me; firſt told 
me he would * in for me to Raffle, and did ſo; 
and ſome ſmall matter coming to his Lot, he pre- 
ſented it to me, I think it was a Feather Muff: 
Then he continu-d to keep talking to me with a 
more than common Appearance of Reſpect; but ſtill 
very civil and much like a Gentleman. 


— 


He held me in talk ſo long till at laſt he drew me 


out of the Raffling Place to the Shop-Door, and 
then to take a walk in the Cloiſter, ſtill * of 
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2 Thouſand things Curſorily without any thing to 
the purpoſe ; at laſt he told me that without Com- 
pliment he was charm'd with my Company, and 
ask d me if I durſt truſt myſelf in a Coach with } 
him; he told me he was a Man of honour, and 
would not offer any thing to me unbecoming him 
as ſuch : I ſeem'd to decline it a while, but ſuffer d 
myſelf to be importun'd a little, and then yielded. 
I was at a loſs in my Thoughts to conclude at firſt | 
what this Gentleman deſignd ; but I found after= | 
ward he had had ſome drink in his Head; and that 
he was not very unwilling to have ſome more: He | 
carried me in the Coach to the Spring-Garden, at 
Knights-Bridge,. where we walk d in the Gardens, 
and he Treated me very handſomely; but I found 
he drank very freely, he preſs d me alſo to drink, 
but J declin d it. | 
Hitherto he kept his Word with me, and offer d 
me nothing amiſs; we came away in the Coach || 
again, and he brought me into the Streets, and by 
this time it was near Ten a-Clock at Night, and he 
ſtop'd the Coach at a Houſe, where it ſeems he was 
acquainted, and where they made no ſcruple to 
thow us up Stairs into a Room with a Bed in it. 
Here he began to be a little freer with me than 
he had promis d; and I by little and little yielded to 
every thing, ſo that in a Word, he did what he 
pleas d with me; I need ſay no more; all this 
while he drank freely too, and about One in the 
Morning we went . into the Coach again ; the Air, 
and. the ſhaking of the Coach made the Drink he 
had get more up in his Head than it was before, 
and he grew uneaſy in the Coach, and was for ad- 
ing over again, what he had been doing before; but 
as I thought my Game naw ſecure, I reſiſted him, 
| and 
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and brought him to be a little ſtill, which had not 
laſted five Minutes, but he fell faſt aſleep. 
1 took this Opportunity to ſearch him to a 
Nicety ; I took a gold Watch, with a filk Purſe of 
. Golf, his fine full bottom Perriwig, and ſilver 
fring d Gloves, his Sword, and fine Snuff- Box, and 
gently opening the Coach-door, ſtood ready to 
jump out while the Coach was going on; but the 
Coach ſtopping in the narrow Street beyond Temple- 
Bar to let another Coach paſs, I got ſoftly our, 
faſten d the Door again, and gave my Gentleman 
and the Coach the ſlip together, and never heard 
more of them. | 

After this 1 had a Gallant, who as ſerious 
thoughts were upon him he would go away, and 
perhaps not-come again in a Months time or longer; 
but then as the ſerious Part wore off, the lewd 
Part would wear in, and then he came prepard for 
the wick d Part; thus we liv d for ſometime ; tho 
he did not Keep, as they call it, yet he never 


faild doing things that were Handſome, and 


ſufficient to Maintain me without working, and 
which was better, without following my old 
Trade. | | 

But this Affair had its End too; for after about 
a Year, I found that he did not come ſo often as 
uſual, and at laſt he left it off altogether without any 


diſlike, or bidding adieu; and ſo there was an End 


of that ſhort Scene of Life, which added no great 
Store to me, only to make more Work for Repen- 
tance. 

After getting a good Booty from him, Imade no Ad- 
ventures, 110 not for a Quarter of a Year after he left 
me; but then finding the Fund fail, and being loth to 
fpenJ upon the main Stock, I began to think of my 
old Trade, and to look Abroad into the Strect again; 


an my firſt Step was lucky enough Fhad 
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1 had dreſs'd myſelf up in a very mean Habit, 
for as I had ſeveral Shapes to appear in, I was now 
in an ordinary ſtuff Gown, a. blue Apron, and a 
ſtraw Hat; and I placd myſelf at the Door of the 
 Three-Cups-Inn in St. John's Street: There were 
ſeveral Carriers us'd the Inn, and the W Coaches 
for Barnet, for Toteridge, and other Towns that 
way, ſtood always in the Street, in the Evening, 
when they prepar'd to ſet out: I was ſtanding at 
the Inn-Gate, and a Woman that had ſtood there 
before, and which was the Porter's Wite belonging 
to the Barnet Stage Coach, having obſerv'd me, 


ask'd if I waited for any of the Coaches: I told her, 


yes, I waited for my Miſtreſs that was coming to 
go to Barnet: She aſł d me, who was my Miſtreſs ; 
and I told her any Madam's Name that came next 


to Mind; but as it ſeem'd, I happen'd.upon a Name, 
a Family of which Name liv'd at Hadi, juſt beyond 


Barnet. 

I aid no more to her, or ſhe to me a good while, 
but by and by, ſome body calling her at a Door a 
little way off, ſhe deſit'd me, that if any body call d 
for the Barnet Coach, -I would ſtep and call her at 


the Houſe, which was an Me-houſe: I ſaid, yes, 


very readily, and away ſhe went. 

She was no ſooner gone, but comes a Wench 
and a Child, puffing and ſweating, and aſks for the 
Barnet Coach: I anſwer'd preſently, Here: Do you 
belong to the Barnet Coach, ſays ſhe? Ves Sweet- 
heart, ſaid I, what do ye want? I want Room for 
two Paſſengers, ſays ſhe: Where are they Sweet- 
heart, ſaid 1? Here's this Girl, pray let her go into 
the Coach, ſays ſhe; and III go and fetch my Miſ- 


treſs: Make haſte then, Sweetheart, fays I, for we 


may be full elſe: The Maid had a great Bundle 
under her Arm ; ſhe put the Child. into the Coach, 
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and I faid, you had beſt put your Bundle into the 
Coach too: No, ſays ſhe, I am afraid ſome body 
ſhould flip it away from the Child: Give it me 
then, faid I, and IIl take care of it: Do then, ſays 
ſae, and be ſure you take care of it: I'll anſwer 
for it, ſaid I, if it were for twenty Pounds Value: 
There, take it then, ſays ſhe, and away ſhe goes. 

As ſoon as I had * the Bundle, and the Maid 
was out of Sight, I brought it ſafe home to my 


' Governeſs ; there was no Money, nor Plate, or 


Jewels in the Bundle; but a very good Suit of In- 
dian Damask, a Gown and Petticoat, a lac d Head 
and Ruffles of very good Flanders-Lace, and ſome 
Linnen, and other Things, ſuch as I knew very well 
the Value of. | 

This was not indeed my own Invention, but was 
given me by one that had practis d it with Succeſs 
and my Governeſs lik'd it extremely; and indeed l 
tryd it again ſeveral times, tho' never twice near 
the ſame Place; for the next time JI try d it in 
White-Chappel, juſt by the Corner of Petticoat- 
Lane, where the Coaches ſtand that go out to Strat- 


Ford and Bow, and that Side of the Country; and 


another time at the Flying-Horſe without Biſhops- 

ate, where the Cheſton Coaches then lay, and I 
had always the good Luck to come off with ſome 

ooty. 

I was now in good Circumſtances indeed, if I 
could have known my time for leaving off, and my 
Governeſs often ſaid I was the richeſt of the Trade 
in England; and ſo I believe I was; for I had 700 J. 
by me in Money, beſides Cloaths, Rings, ſome 
Plate, and two gold Watches, and all of them 
ſtoln; for J had innumerable Jobbs, beſides theſe 
I have mention'd: O! had J even now had the 
Grace of Repentance, I had ſtill Leiſure to hows 
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look d back upon my Follies, and have made ſome 
Reparation 3 but the Satisfaction I was to make 
for the publick -Miſchiefs I had done, was yet left 
behind; and I could not forbear going abroad a- 
gain, as I call'd it now, any more than I could 
when my Extremity really drove me out for Bread. 
So one Day I went out in an Equipage quite dif- 
ferent from any I had ever appear d in before; 
[ lreſs'd myſelf like a Bzggar- Woman, in the courſ- 
eſt and moſt deſpicable , a I could get, and I 
walk'd about peering, and peeping into every Door 
and Window I came near; and indeed I was in 
ſuch a Plight now, that I knew as ill how to be- 
have in, as ever I did in any; I naturally abhorr d 
Dirt and Rags; I had been bred up tite and clean- 
ly, and could be no other, whatever Condition I 
was in; ſo that this was the moſt uneaſy Diſguiſe 
to me that ever I put on: I faid preſently to my 
felf, that this would not do, for this was a Dreſs 
every Body was ſhy and afraid of ; and I thought 
every body look'd at me, as if they were afraid I 
mould come near them, left I ſhould take ſome- 
thing from them ; or afraid to come near me, leſt 
they ſhould get ſomething from me. I wander'd 
about all the Evening the firſt time I went out, 
and made nothing of it, but came home again wet, 
draggled, and tired: However, I went out again 
the next Night, and then I mer with a little Ad- 
venture, which had like to have coſt me dear: As 
I was ſtanding near a Tavern-Door, there comes 
a Gentleman on Horſe-back, and lights at the Door, 
and wanting to go into the Tavern, he calls one 
of the Drawers to hold his Horſe; he ſtay d pretty 
long in the Tavern, and the Drawer heard his 
Maſter call, and thought he would be angry with 
him ; ſeeing me ſtand by him, when he call'd to 

me 
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me, here Woman, ſays he, hold this Horſe a while, 


till I go in, if the Gentleman comes he'll give you 
ſomething : Yes, ſays I, and takes the Horſe, ang 


walks off with him very ſoberly, and led him to 
my Governeſs, who was quite confounded, and 
what to do with the Creature, we neither of us 
knew; to ſend him to a Stable was doing nothing, 


for it was certain that publick Notice would be 
given in the Gazette, and the Horſe deſcribd, fo 
that we duiſt not go to fetch it again. 

All the Remedy we had for this un'ucky Ad- 
venture, was, to go an ſet up the Horſe at an Inn, 


and fend a Note by a Porter to the Tavern, that 


the Gentleman's Horſe that was loſt ſuch a time, 


-was left at ſuch an Inn, and that he might be 
had there; that the poor Woman that held him, 


having led him about the Street, and not being 


able to lead him back again, had left him there; 
we might have waited till the Owner had publiffi d 


and offer d a Reward, but we did not care to ven- 


ture the receiving the Reward. 


So this was a Robbery, and no Robbery, for lit- 


tle was loſt by it, and nothing was got by it, and 


I was quite ſick of going out in a Beggars Dreſs, 


it did not anſwer at all, an beſi des; I thought it 


was ominous and threatning. 


Next Day I dreſs'd myſelf up fine, and took a 


Walk to the other End of the Town, I paſs d thro' 
the Exchange in the Strand, but had no Notion 
of finding any thing to do there; when on a ſud- 


den I ſaw a great Clutter in the Place, and all the 
People, Shop-keepers as well as othe:s, ſtanding up 
and ftaring, and what ſhould it be? but ſome greit 
Detcheſs come into the Fxchenze ; and they ſaid 
the Queen was coming; I ſet myſelf cloſe up to a 


Shop-ſid , with my Back to the Compter, as if "ad 
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ſet the Crowd paſs by, when keeping my Fye upon 
a Parcel of Lace which the Shop-keeper was ſhew- 


ing to ſome Ladies that Rood by me; the Shop- 


keeper and her Maid were ſo taken up with Jook- 
ing to ſee who was a coming, and what Shop they 
would go to, that I found Means to flip a Paper 
of Lace into my Pocket, and come clear off with 
ir, ſo che Lady Millener paid dear enough for her 
gaping after the Queen. | 

I went off from the Shop, as if driven along by 
the Throng, and mingling myſelf with the Crowd, 
wenr our at the other Door of the Exchange, and 
ſo got away before they miſs d their Lace; and be- 
cauſe I would not be follow'd, I call'd a Coach, and 
ſnut myſelf up in it; I had ſcarce ſhut the | 
Doors uo, but I ſaw the Milliner's Maid, and five 
or ſix more cone running out into the Street, and 
crying out as if they were frighted ; they did not 
cry ſtop Thief, becauſe no body run away; but I 
could here the Words robb'd, and Lace, two or 
three times, and ſaw the Wench wringing her 
Hands, and run ſtaring too and again, like one 
ſcard; the Coachman that had taken me up, was 
getting up into the Box, but was not quite up, nor 
the Horſes had not begun to move, 15 that I was 
terrible uneaſy; and J took the Packet of Lace 
and laid it ready to have dropt it out at the Flap 
of the Coach, which opens juſt behind the Coach- 
man's Back; but to my grea: Satisfaction in beſs 
than a Minute the Coach began to move, that is 


to fry, as ſoon as the Coachman had got up, and 


ſpoken to his Horſes ; ſo he drove away without 
any Interruption, and I brought off my Purchaſe, 
which was worth near twenty Pounds. | 

It was now a rumbling time of the Year, and 


the Gentlemen being moſt of them gone our of 


lown, 


me 
Town, Tunbridge and Epfom, and ſuch Places 
were fall of People, but the City was thin, and 
I thought our Trade felt it a little, as well as 


others; ſo that at the latter end of the Year I 


join d myfelf with a Gang, who uſually go every 
Year to Sturbridge, and from thence to Bury Fair, 
in Suffolk: We promis'd ourſelves = hings 
here ; but when 2 to ſee how Things were, 
I was weary of it preſently; for except meer pick- 
ing of Pockets, there was little worth medͤdling 
with ; neither if a Booty had been made, was it 


ſo eaſy carrying it off; nor was there ſuch a Va- 
riety of Occaſion for Buſineſs in our way, as in 


London; all that I made of the whole Journey, 
was 2 gold Watch at Bury Fair, and a ſmall Par- 
cel of Linnen at Cambridge, which gave me an Oc- 
. caſion to take leave of the Place: It was an old 
Bite, and I thought might do with a Country Sho 
* keeper, tho in London it would not. 

IL. went then to Iþſwich, and from thence to 
Harwich, where I went into an Inn, as if I had 
newly arrivd from Holland, not doubting but 1 
ſhould make ſome Purchaſe. among the Foreigners 
that came on Shore there; but I found them gene- 
rally empty of Things of Value, except what was 
in their Portmanteuas, and Dutch Hampers, which 
were generally guarded by Footmen; however, l 
fairly got one of their Portmanteuas one Evening 
out of the Chamber where the Gentleman lay, the 
Footman being faſt a-ſteep on tlie Bed, and I ſup- 
Poſe very drunk. 3 

The Room in which J lodg'd, lay next to the 
Dutchman's, and having dragg'd the heavy Thing 
with much a-do out of his Chamber into mine; 


I went into the Street, to ſee if I could find any ' 


Poſſibility of carrying it off; I walk d about 2 
| | great 
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great while, but could ſee no Probability, either of 


etting out the Thing, or of conveying away the 
Goods that was in it, if I had open d it, the Town 


being ſo ſmall, and Ja perfect Stranger in it; ſo I 


was returning with a Reſolution to carry it back 
again, and leave it where I found it: Juſt in that 
very Moment heard a Man make a Noiſe to fo 
People to make haſte, for the Boat was going to 
put off, and the Tide would be ſpent: I call d to 
the Fellow, What Boat is it, Friend ſays I, that you 
belong to? The Ipſwich Wherry, Madam, fays he: 
When do you go off, ſays I? This Moment, Ma- 
dam, ſays he, do you want to go thirher? Yes, 
faid I, if you can ſtay till I fetch my Things: 
Where are your Things, Madam, ſays he? At ſuch 
an Inn, faid I: Well I'll go with you Madam, 
ſays he, very civilly, and bring them for you: Come 
away then, ſays I, and takes him with me. 

The People of the Inn were in great hurry, the 
Packet-Boat from Holland, being juſt come in, and 
two Coaches juſt come alſo with Paſſengers from 
London, for another Packet-Boat that was goi 
off for Holland, which Coaches were to go ba 
next Day with the Paſſengers that were juſt landed: 
In this harry it was not much minded, that I came 
to the Bar, and paid my Reckoning, telling my 


Landlady 1 had gotten my Paſſage by Sea in a 


Wherry. 

Theſe Wherries are large Veſſels, with good Ac- 
commodation for carrying Paſſengers from Harwich 
to London; and though they are call'd Wherries, 
which is a Word us'd on the Thames for a ſmall 
Boat, row'd by one or two Men, yet theſe are Veſ- 
ſels able to carry twenty Paſſengers, and ten or fif- 
teen Ton of Goods, and fitted to bear the Sea; — 

| this 


L 142 ] 
this I had found out by enquiring the Night before 
into the ſeveral Ways cf going to London. 

My Landlady was very courteous, took my Mo- 
ney for my Reckoning, but was call'd away, all the 
Houſe being in a hurry ; ſo I left her, took the 
Fellow up to my Chamber, gave him the Trunk, 
or Portmanteua, for it was like a Trunk, and wrapt 
it about with an old Apron, and he went directly 
to his Boat with it, and I after him, no Body aſk- 
ing us the beaſt Queſtion about it. 


CHAP. VII. 


Moll Flanders detected in attempting to rob a &.. 
ver ſmith in Foſter-Lane in London: She is com- 
mitted to Newgate for ſtealing two Pieces of - 
flower'd brocaded Silk, fhe ts try'd and caſt for 
her Life at the Sefſions- Houſe in the Old-Baily. 
Her Irith Huſband at the ſame time is condemn d 
for committing a Robbery an Hounſloe-Heath, 
but pardon'd upon a voluntary Tranſportation f 
 hinſelf; and Moll receiving Mercy to be tranſ- 

Ported, they found Means to po in one Ship to- 
gether to Virginia, where they livd very happy, 
and improv d a good Eftate ts themſelves. 

R Trunk,” in which were a good Parcel of 

French Piſtoles, Duich Ducatoons, or Rin- 

Dollars, and ſome wearing Linnen for Gentlemen ; 

I gave my Governeſsa Hiſtory of my Travels, ſhe 

lik d the Hurwich J-urney well enough, and in Dif- 


courſing of theſe things between ourſelves ſhe ob- 
ſerv'd, 


Eturning from Ipſwich to Londen with my 
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ſery'd, that a Thief wy, a Creature that watches 
the Advantages of other Peoples Miſtakes, tis im- 
poſſible but that to one that is vigilantand induſtri- 
ous many Opportunities muſt happen, and therefore 
ſhe thought that one ſo exquiſitely keen in the 
Trade as only would ſcarce fail of ſomething ex- 
traordinary wherever I went. 

1am drawing now towards a new Variety of the 
Scenes of Life: Upon my return, being harden'd 
by a long Race of Crimes, and Succeſs unparalelld, 
at leaſt in the reach of my own Knowledge, I had, 
33 I have ſaid, no thoughts of laying down a Trade, 
which if I was to judge by the Example ot others, 
muſt however End at laſt in Miſery and Sorrow. 

It was on the Chriſtmas-day following in the 
Evening, that to finiſh a long Train of Wickedneſs, 
| went Abroad to ſee what might offer in my way; 
when going by a Working Silver-Smith's in Foſter- 
lane, I ſaw a tempting Bait indeed, and not to be 
reſiſted by one of my Occupation; for the Shop had 
no Body in it, as I could ſee, and a great deal of 
looſe Plate lay in the Window, and at the Scat of 
the Man, who uſually as I ſuppoſe Work'd at one 
tide of the Shop. 

| went boldly in and was juſt going to lay my 
Hand upon a piece of Plate, and might have done 
it, and carried it clear off, for any care that the 
Men who belong'd to the Shop had taken of it; 
out an offi ious Fellow in a Houſe, not a Shop, on 
the other ſide of the Way, ſeeing me go in, and 
obſerving that there was no Body in the Shop, 
comes running over the Lane, and into the Shop, 
and without afxing me what I was, or who, ſeizes 
upon me, and crys out for the People of the Houſe. 

had not as I faid above, touch'd any thing in 
the Shop, and ſceing a Glimpſe of ſome Body run- | 
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ning over to the Shop, I had ſo much Preſence of 
Mind, as to knock very hard with my Foot on the 
Floor of the Houſe, and was juſt calling out too, 
when the Fellow laid Hands on me. 

However as I had always molt Courage, when 
F was in moſt Danger; ſo when the Fellow laid 
Hands on me, I ſtood very high upon it, that 
I came in, to buy half a Dozen of filver Spoons; 
and to my good Fortune, it was a Silverſmith's 
that ſold Plate, as well as work'd Plate for other 


Shops. | | 

The Maſter and Miftreſs of the Shop were really 
not ſo violent as the Man from t'other ſide of the 
Way, and the Man faid, Miſtreſs you might come 
' Into the Shop with a good Deſign for ought I know, 
but it ſeemd a dangerous thing for you to come 
into ſuch a Shop as mine is, when you ſee no Bo- 
dy there, and I cannot but do Juſtice to my Neighbour 
who was ſo kind to me, as not to acknowledge he 
had Reaſon on his Side; tho' upon the whole I 
do not find you attempted to take any thing, and 
I really know not what to do in it: I preſs d him 
to go before a Magiſtrate with me, and if any thing 
could be prov'd on me, that was like a Deſign of 
. Robbery, I ſhould willingly ſubmit ; but if not, 1 
expected Reparation. | 

aſt while we were in this Debate, and a Crowd 

of People gather'd about the Door, came by Sir 
T. B. an Alderman of the City, and Juſtice of the 
Peace, and the Silverſmith hearing of it, goes out 
and entreated his Worſhip to- come in and decide 
the Caſe. 

I told his Worſhip that I was a Stranger in 
London, being newly come out of the North ; that 
IT lodgd in ſuch a Place; that I was paſſing this 


Street, and went into the Silverſmith's Shop to bay 
ha 
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half a Dozen of Spoons, by great good Luck I had 


al old filver Spoon in my ocket, which I pull d . 


out, and told him I had carried that Spoon to 


match it with half a Dozen of new ones, that it 
might match ſome I had in the Country. 


hat ſeeing no body in the Shop, I knock'd with 
my .Foot very hafd to make the People hear, and 
had alſo call'd aloud with my Voice: Tis true, 
there was looſe Plate in the Shop, but that no body 
could ſay I had touch'd any of it, or gone near it; 


that a Fellow came running into the Shop out of 


the Street, and laid Hands on me in a furious Mans 
ner, in the very Moments while I was calling for 
the People of the Houſe ; that if he had really had 
2 Mind to have done his Neighbour any Service, he 


ſhould have ſtood at a Diſtance, and ſilently watch'd 


to ſee whether I had touch d any thing, or no, and 


then have clap'd in upon me, and taken me in the 


Fact: That is very true, ſays Mr. Alderman, and 


turning to the Fellow thar ſtopt me, he ask'd him 


if it was true that I Knock d with my Foot; he ſaid, 
yes, I had knock'd, but that might be becauſe of his 


coming : Nay, ſays the Alderman, taking him ſhort, . 


now you contradict yourſelf, for juſt now you ſaid, 
ſhe was in the Shop with her Back to you, and did 


not ſee you till you came upon her ; now, it wag 


true, that my Back was partly to the Street, but yet 
as my Buſineſs was of a Kind that requir'd me to 
have my Eyes every way, ſo I really had a Glance 
of him running over, as I ſaid hefore, tho' he did 
not perceive it. After a full Hearing, the Alder- 
min gave it as his Opinion, that his Neighbour 
2 _ a mn, _ that I was innocent, and 
e Goldſmith acquieſce'd-in it too, and his Wif, 
and ſo I was diſmiſs d. 0 | MY 
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It was but three Days after this, that, not at all 
male cautious by my former Danger as I us d to be, 
and ſtill purſuing the Art which | had ſo long been 
employ d in, I ventu.'d into a Houſe where I faw 
the Doors open, and furniſh'l myſelf as I thought 
verily without being perceivd, with two Pieces of 
flower'd Silks, ſuch as they call brocadel Silk, very 
rich; it was not a Mercer's Shop, nor a Warehouſe 
of a Mercer, but look'd like a private Dwelling- 
Houſe, and was, it ſeems, inhabited by a Man that 
ſold: Goods. for the Weavers to the Mercers, like 
à Broker or Factor. 1 
That I may make ſhort of this black Part of 
this Story, I was attack'l by two Wenches that 
came open mouth'd at me juſt as I was going out 
at the Door, and one of them pull d me back into 
the Room, while the other ſhut the Door upon me; 
I would have given them good Words, but there 
was no room for it; two fiery Dragons could not 
have been more furious than they were; they tore 
my Cloths, bully d and roar d as if they would have 
murder d me; the Miſtreſs of the Houſe came next, 
and then the Mafter, and all outrageous, for a while 
eſpecially. | | | 
A Conſtable was preſently fetchd, who carrying 
me before a. Magiſtrate, he committed me to Næw- 
gate, where being fix d, indeed tis im poſſible to 
deſcribe the Terror of my Mind, when J was firſt 
brought in, and when I look d round upon all the 
Horrors of that diſmal Place, I look d on myſelf 
as toft, and that IJ had nothing to think of, but of 
going out of the World, and that with the ut- 
' moſt Infamy; the helliſh Noiſe, the Rowing. 
| Swearing, and Clamour, the Stench and Naſtineſs, 
4 and all the dreadful croud of affliting Things that 
Ia there, joyn d together to make the _ 
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ſeem an Emblem of Hell itſelf, and a kind of ax 
Entrance into it. | * 

In the next Place, how did the harden'd Wretches 
that were there before me triumph over me? what! 
Mrs. Flanders come to Newgate at laſt? what Mrs. 
Mary, Mrs. Molly, and after that plain Mol Han- 
ders? They thought the Devil had help'd me they 
ſaid, that had reignd ſo long, they expected me 
there many Years ago, and was I come at laſt, 

I ask'd one of this Crew how long ſhe had been 
there ? She ſaid four Months ; I ask'd her how the 
Place look'd to her when fhe firſt came into it ? Juft 
as it did now to me, ſays ſhe, dreadful and frightfal, 
that ſhe thought ſhe was in Hell, and believe ſo ſtil), 
adds the, but it is natural to me now, I don't diſturb 
myſelf about it: I 2 ſays I, you are in no 
Danger of what is to follow: Nay, ſays ſhe, for - 
you are miſtaken there I aſſure you, for I am under 
Sentence, only I pleaded my Belly, but I am no 
more with Child, than the Judge that try'd me, and 
I expect to be call'd down next Seſſions; this Calling 
Down, is calling down to their former Judgment, 
when 2, Woman has been reſpited for her Belly, 
but proves not to be with Child, or if ſhe has been 
with Child, and has been brought to Bed; then 


ſhe ſuffers according to her former Sentence. Well 


ſays I, and are you thus eaſy 2 Ay, ſays ſhe, 1 can't 
help myſelf, what ſignifies being fad ? If I am 
hang'd there's an End of me, ſays ſhe, and away ſhe 
turns Dancing, and Sings as ſhe goes, the follows 
ing Piece of Newgate Wit, £ 

If 1 ſwing by the String, 

T fhall hear the * Bell ring. 


And then there's an End of poor Jenny. 


2 he Bell at St Sepu Ieher's which Tolls upon Execution Day. 
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I mention this, becauſe it would be worth the 
Obſervation of any Priſoner, who ſhall hereafter 


fall into the ſame Misfortune and come to thar 


dreadful Place of Newgate ; how Time, Neceſſity, 
and Converſing with the Wretches that are there 
Famuliarizes the Place to them, how at laſt they be- 
come reconcil d to that which at firſt was the greateſt 


Dread upon their Spirits in the World, and are as 


impudently Chearful and Merry in their Miſery, as 


they were when out of it. | 

In the middle of this harden'd Part of my Life, 
Thad another ſudden Surprize, which call'd me back 
a little to that thing call d Sorrow, which indeed I 


began to be paſt the Senſe cf, before they told me 
one Night, that there was brought into the Priſon 


* 


late the Night before three Highwaymen, who had 


committed a Robbery ſomewhere on the Road to 
Windſor, but Houn/low- Heath, I think it was, and 
were purſu d to Uxbridge by the Country, and werc 
taken there after a gallant Reſiſtance, in which 1 


know not how many of the Country People were 


wounded, and ſome kill d. 
It is not to be vonder d that we who were Priſoners, 


were all defirous enough to ſee theſe brave topping 


Gentlemen that were talk'd up -to be ſuch, as their 
Fellows had not been known, and eſpecially becauſe 
if was ſaid they would in the Morning be remov'd 
into the Preſs-Yard, having given Money to the 
Head-Maſter of the Priſon, to be allow'd the liberty 
of that better Part of the Priv.: So we that were 
Women plac d ourſelves in the way that we would 


dee ſure to ſee them; but nothing cou d expreſs the 
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Amazement and Surprize I was in, when the very 


firſt Man that came out I knew to be my Lancaſbire 


Husþand, the fame who liv'd ſo well at Dunfablz, 


and the fame who Lafterwards ſaw at Frickill, when 


I was 


4 , 
; 
5 
1 
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F was married to my laſt Husband, as has bees 
related. 1 | 

I was ſtruck Dumb at the Sight, and knew neith 
what to ſay, or what to do; he did not know me, 
and that was all the preſent Relief I had, I quitted 
Company, and retir'd as muchas that dreadful Place 
ſuffers any Body to retire, and 1 cry d vehementiy 
for a great while. | | 


F was overwhelm'd with Grief for him ; my own 3 | 


Caſe gave me no Diſturbance compar d to this, and 
I loaded myſelf wity Repro ches on his Account ; 1 
bewail'd his Misfortunes, and the Ruin he was now 
come to, at ſuch a Rate, that I reliſh'd nothing 


now, as I did before, and the firſt Reflections I made 
upon the horrid deteſtable Life I had liv'd, began to 


return upon me, and as theſe things return d my 
abho: rence of the Place J was in, and of the way 
of living in it, return'd alſo; ima word; I was 
perfectly chang d, and become another Body. 
While I was under theſe Influences of Sorrow 


for him, Notice came to me that the next Seſſions 
approaching, there would be a- Bill preferr'd to the 


Grand jury again me, and that I ſhould be certain- 


ly try'd for my Life at the Old Baily My Temper 


was touch J before, the hardend wretched boldneſs 
of Spirit, which I had acquir'd, abated, and Cor» 
ſ-tence an] Guilt in the Priſon began to flo in upon 
my Mind: In ſhort, I began to think, and to think 
is one real Advance from Hell to Heaven; all that 


helliſn harden'd ſtate and temper of Soul, which 1 


hive ſiid ſo much of before, is but a deprivation of 


Thought; he that is reſtor d to his Power of think- 


ing, is reſtor d to himſelf. 


I then ſent for my old Governeſs, and ſhe, give 


her her Due, acted the Part of a Friend; ſhe left 
no Stone unturn'd to prevent the Grand Jury from 
H-3 finding 


% 


P 
fSnding the Bill ; ſhe talk d with them, nd endea- 

Vvour d to poſſeſs them with favourable Diſpoſitions 
on Account that nothing was taken away, and no 

Houſe broken, c. but all would not do, they were 
over-ruled by the reſt, the two Wenches ſwore home 
to the Fact, and the Jury found the Bill againſt me 
for Robbery and Houſe. breaking, that is for Felony 
and Burglary, | 
Well, there was no Remedy, . the Proſecution 
went on, and on the Thurſday J was carried down 
to the Seſſions-Houſe, where I was armignd, as 
they call'd it, and the next Day I was appointed to 

5 be try'd. At the Arraignment I pleaded not Guil- 

ty, ani! well I might, for I was indicted for Felony 

and Burglary; that is, for feloniouſly ſtealing two 

Pieces of brocaded Silk, value 467. the Goods of 
Anthony Fohnſon ; and for breaking open his Doors; 
whereas: I knew very well they could not pretend 
to prove I had broken up the Doors, or ſo much 

as lifted up a Latch, | 

On the Friday I was brought to my Trial, I had 
exhauſted my Spirits with crying for two or three 
Days before, that I ſlept better the Thurſday Night 
than I expected, and had more Courage for my 

4 N than indeed I thought poſſible for me to 

have. ' | 

When the Trial began, and the Indictment was 

read, I would have ſpoke, but they told me the 

& Witneſſes muſt be heard firſt, and then I thould 

have time to be heard. The Witneſſes were the 

two Wenches, a Couple of hard-month'd Jades in- 

4 - * deed; for tho the thing was Truth in the main, 

{ * yet they aggravated it to the utmoſt Extremity, and 
ſwore I — the Goods wholly in my Poſſeſſion; 
that T had hid them among my Cloaths : that I was 
going of with them; that J had one Foot over the 

- Threſhold 
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Threſhold when they Jiſcover'l themſelves, and 
then I. put tother over, fo that I was quite out 
of the Houſe, and in the Street with the Goods 
before they took hold of me, and then they ſeiz d 
me, and brought me back again, and they took the 
Goods upon me. The Fact in general was all true, 
but I believe, and infiſted upon it, that they ſtopd 
me before I had ſet my Foot clear of the Threſhold 
of the Houſe ; but that did not argue much, for 
certain it was; that J had taken the Goods, and 

that I was bringing them away, if I had not been 

taken. - | | 
But I pleaded that I had ſtole nothing, they had 
loſt nothing, that the Door was open, and I went 
in ſeeing the Goods lye there, and with Deſi gn to 
buy; it ſeeing no Body in the Houſe, I had taken 
any of them up in my Hand, it could not be con- 
clu led that I intended to ſteal them, for that I ne- 
ver carried them farther than the Door to look on 
them with the better Light. n 
In ſhort, I was found guilty of Felony, but ac- 
quitted of the Durga „which was dut ſmall Com- 
fort to me, the firſt bringing me to a Sentence of 
Death, and the laſt would have done no more: 
The next Day I was carried down to receive the 
dreadful Sentence ; and when they came to aſk me 
what I had to fay, why Sentence ſhould not paſs, 
I food mute a while; but ſome Body that ſtood 
behind me, prompted me aloud to ſpeak to the 
Judges, for that they' could repreſent Things fa- 
vourably for me: This encourag'd me to ſpeak, and 
J told them I had nothing to ſay to ſtop the Sen- 
tence, but that I had much to ſay, to beſpeak the 
Mercy of the Curt; that I hop'd they. would al- 
low ſomething in ſuch a Caſe, for the Circum- 
- flanceg of it; that I had broken no Doors, had car- 
V4 | H 4 ried 
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ried nothing off, that no Body had loſt any thing; 
that the Perſon, whoſe Goods they were, was pleas'd 


to ſay, he defird Mercy might be ſhown ; which 


was the firſt Offence; and that I had never been 
before any Court of Juflice before; and, in a Word, 
I ſpoke with more Courage than I thought I could 
have done, and in ſuch a moving Tone, and tho' 


Speech, that I could ſee it movd others to Tears 
web J me. 7 2 

Ihe es ſate grave and mute, gave me an eaſy 
Heins, and Time to ſay all * T would, but 
faying jneither Yes, or No to it, pronounced the 
Sentence of Death upon me; a Sentence that was 
to me like Death itſelf, which after it was read 
confounded me; I had no more Spirit left in me; 
F had no Tongue to ſpeak, or Eyes to look up ei- 
ther to Goc or Man. 
It ĩs rather to be thought of, than expreſs d, what 
was now my Condition; I had nothing before me 
but preſent Death, and as 1 had no Friends to af- 
fiſt me, or to ſtir for me, I expected nothing but 
to find my Name in the dead Warrant, which was 
to come don for the Execution the Friday after- 
ward, of five more, and myſelf. 
But as it happen d, it was no leſs than twelve 


order d for Execution; and then upon a Wedneſday 
the dead Warrant, as they call it, came down, and 


Blow this was, my Heart ſunk within me, and I 
| ſwooned away twice, one after another, but ſpoke 
not a Word. My Governeſs ſene'me a Miniſter, 
who was ſorely afflicted for me, and did what he 
_ could to comfort me, and left me not that Even- 

| CA Fes, ing 


indeed he very honeſtly did; that at the worſt it 


with Tears, yet not ſo many as to obſtrut my 


Days after our receiving Sentence, before any were 


1 found my Name was among them; a terrible 
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Ing ſo long as the Priſon-keepers woull ſuffer him 
to ſtay in the Priſon, unleſs he would he lock d up 
with me all Night, which he was not > willing: 
to be. 

However, it being my good Fortune to be re- 
rievd, I ſhall go on with my Relation, the neut 
orning there was a fad Scene indeed in the Pri- 
ſon; the firſt thing I was ſaluted with in the Morn- 
ing, was the tolling of the great Bell at St. _ 
chres, as they call it, which uſherd in the Day: 
As ſoon as it began to toll, a diſmal groaning and - 
crying was heard from the Condemnd Hold, where 
there lay ſix poor Souls, who were to be executed 
that Day, ſome for one Crime, ſome for another, 

and two of them: for Murder. | 

This was follow'd by 2 confusd Clamour in the”: 
Houſe ; among the ſeveral ſorts of Priſoners, ex- 
preſſing their awkward Sorrows for the poor Crea- 
tures that where to die, but in a Manner extream- 
ly differing one from another; ſome cry d for them; 
ſome huzza d, and wiſh'd them a good Journey; 
ſome damn d and curſt thoſe that had brought them 
to it, that is, meaning the Evidence, or Proſecu- 
tors; many pittying them; and ſome few, but very 
few, praying for them. x 2 

L had now. a Certainty of Life indeed, but with 
the hard Conditions of being order d for Tranſpor- 
tation, which indeed was a hard Condition in it” 
ſelf, but not when comparitively- conſider d; and 
therefore- I ſhall make no Comments upon the Sen- 
tence, nor upon the Choice I was put to; we ſhall * 
all chooſe any thing rather than Death, eſpecially” 
when tis attended with an uncomfortable Proſpect 
beyond it, which was my Caſe. 65 

I lay in the Priſon near fifteen Weeks after this - 
Order for. Tranſportation was ſignd; what the 

* 5 Reaſons 


Reaſon of it was, I know not, but at the End o 


Rory longer than mine, to deſcribe the Degrees of 


— were arriv'd to, and the Manner of their Be- 


ds order to this, I think Publication was made, 


1 


this Time I was put on board of a Ship in the 


Thames, and with me a Gang of Thirteen, as hard- 


end vile Creatures as ever Newgate producd in 
my Time; and it would really well take up an Hi- 


Impudence and audacious Villany that thoſe Thir- 


hats, hos WW Goof *zw. XA — ke 


haviour in the Voyage, of which I have a very di- 
verting Account by me, which the Captain of the 


Ship, who carried them over, gave me the Minutes 
of, and which he caus d his Mate to write down ; 
at large. | 8 
Now I ſhall add fomething relating to me, and , 
my Lancaſhire Huſband, He had, as I have ob- F 
fer d already, been carried from the Mafter's-Side 3 
bf the ordinary Priſon, into the Preſs-Yard, with 
three of his Comrades, for they found another to 8 
add to them after ſome Time; here, for what Rea- 0 
ſon I knew not, they were kept in Cuſtody with- | 
dut being brought to Trial, almoſt three Months; 4 
- it ſeems they found Means to bribe or buy off ſome 8 
of thoſe who were expected to come in againſt them, 
and they wanted Evidence for ſome time to convict 5 
them: After ſome Puzzle on this Account, at firſt te 
they made a Shift to get Proof enough againſt two f 
of them, to carry them off; but the other two, of 
which my Lancaſhire Huſband was one, lay ſtill in 
Suſpence: They had, I think, one poſitive Evi- 5 
dence againſt each of them, but the Law ſtrictly 7 
obliging them to have two Witneſſes, they could 2 
make nothing of it; yet it ſeems they were reſolvd n 
not to part with the Men neither, not Aren 4 
but a farther Evidence would at laſt come in; and a 


; Prifoners being taken, any one that had 


POTTERS 


been robb'd by them, might come t6 the Priſon and 


ſee them. 


I took this Opportunity to ſatisfy my Curioſity, - 


pretending that I had been robb d in the . 
Coach, and that I would go to ſee the two High- 
waymen ; but when I came into the Preſs-Yard, I 


ſo diſguis'd myſelf, and muffled my Face up fo, that 


he could ſee little of me, and conſequently knew 


nothing of who I was, and when I came back, I 


ſaid publickly that T knew them very well. 
Immediately it was rumour'd all over the Priſon, 
that Moll Flanders would turn Evidence againſt one 
of the- Highwaymen, and that I was to come' off by 
it from the Sentence of Tranſportation. 
They heard of it, and immediately my Hufband 


defird to ſee this Mrs. Flanders that knew him ſo 


well, and was to be an Evidence againſt him; and 
accordingly, I had leave given to'go to him. 1 
dreſs d myſelf up as well as the beft Cloaths that I 
ſuffer d myſelf ever to appear in there, would allow 


me, and went to the Preſs-yard, but had for ſome 


time a Hood over my Face: He ſaid little to me at 
firſt, but ack'd me if I knew him: I told him, yes, 


very well; byt as I conceal'd my Face, ſo I coun. | 
terfeited my Voice, that he had not the leaſt Gueſs *' 


at who I was: He askd me where J hall ſeen him: 
I told him, between Dunſtable and Brickhilt. 

The Keeper then giving us leave to be alone, 
and as ſoon as he was gone, and I had ſhut the 
Door, I threw off my Hood, an\ burſting out into 
Tears, my Dear, ſays I, do you not know me? He 
turn pale, and ſtood ſpeechleſs, like one Thunder- 


ſtruck; but after I had given ſome Vent to my Paſ- 
ſion by Tears, I repeated the ſame Words, My Dear, 
do you not know me? At which he anſwer, Ves, 


and ſaid no more a good While. N 
| | Hs | 1 per- 
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T perceiv'd by this, that he knew nothing of the 

miſerable Circumſtances I was in, and thought that 
having got ſome. Intelligence of his being there, 
1 had come to upbraid him with his leaving me; 

but I had too much to ſay to him to be affronted, 

and told him in few Words, that I: was far from 

coming to inſult him, but at beſt I came to condole 

mutually; that he would be eaſily ſatisfy d, that I 

had no ſuch View, when I ſhould tell him; that my 

Condition was worſe than his, and that many Ways: 

He lookd a little concern'd'at the general Expreſ- 

Non: of my Condition being worſe than his; but 

with a kind of a Smile, look d a little wildly, and 

ſaid, How can that be? when you ſee me fetter d, 
and in Newpate, and two of my Companions exe. 
 cuted already; can you ſay your Condition is worſe 

than mine?” . Op 

Come, my Dear, ſays I, we have a long piece of 

Work to do, if 1 Mould be to relate, or you to hear 

my: unfortunate Hiſtory ; but if you are diſpos'd to 

Hear it, you will ſoon conclude with me, that my 

Condition is worſe than yours: How is that poſ- 

ſible, ſays he again, when J expect to be caſt for 
my Life the very next Seſſions? Yes, ſays I, tis very 

poſſible, when I ſhall tell you that Lhave / been caſt 

For my Life three Seſſions ago, and am under Sen- 

tence of Death; is not my Caſe worſe than yours? | 

Then he gave me along Account of ſome of his 
Adventures, and particularly one, when he robb d | 

the Meſt-Cheſter Coaches, near - Lichfield, when he 

got a very great Booty; and after that, how he 

robb'd five Grafiers, in the Weſt, going to Bur Fol 

ford Fair in Wiltfhire to buy Sheep; he told me he ) 

got ſo much Money on thoſe two Occaſions, that l 

F he- had known where to have: found me, he b 

would certainly have embrac d my Propoſal.of go- b 
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ing with me to Virginia; or to have ſettled in a 
Plantation on ſome other Parts of the. Eng 11/þ Co- 
lonies in Amer-ca. 

1 then enquir'd into the Circumſtances: of his 
preſent Caſe at that Time; and what it was he 
expected when he came to be tryd; he told me 
that they had no Evidence againſt him, or but very 


little; for that of three Robberies, which they were 


all charg d with, it was his good Fortune, that he 


was but in one of them; and that there was but 


one Witneſs to be had for that Fact, which was 
not ſufficient; but that it was expected ſome others 
would come in againſt him; that he thought in- 
deed, when he firſt ſaw me, that I had” been one 


that came of that Errand; but that if no Body 


came in againſt him, he hop d he ſhould be clear d; 
that he had had ſome Intimation, that if he would 
ſubmit to tranſport himſelf, he might be admitted 
to it without a Trial; but that he could not think 
of it with any Temper, and thought he could much 
eaſier ſubrait to be hang d. 


F blam'd him for that on two Accounts; firſt - 


becauſe if he was tranſported; there might be an 


hundred Ways for him that was a Gentleman, and 


a bold enterprizing Man, to find his way backe 
again, and perhaps ſome Ways and Means to come 
back before he went. He ſmil d at that Part; and 
{aid; he ſhould like the laſt the beſt of the two, for 
he had a kind of Horror upon his Mind at his 
being ſent over to the Plantations as Romans ſent 
condemn'd: Slaves to work. in the Mines ; that he 
thought the Paſſage into another State; let it be 
what it would, much more tolerable-at the Gal- 
lows, and that this was the general Notion of all. 
the Gentlemen who were driven by the Exigence of. 
their. Fortunes to take the Road; that at the Place 
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of Execution ther? was at lea an End of all Miſeries 
of the preſent Stare, and as for what was to follow, 
a Man was in his Opinion, as likely to repent ſin- 


cerely in the laſt Fortnight of his Life, under the 


Preſſures and Agonies of a Jail, and the Condemn'd- 
Hold, as he. would ever be in the Woods and Wil- 
derneſſes of America; that Servitude and hard La- 
bour were Things Gentlemen could never ſtoop to; 
that it was but the Way to force them to be their 


| own Executioners after vards, which was much 


worſe, and that therefore he could not have any 
Patience. when he did but think of being tran- 
ſported. | 8 

I us d the utmoſt of my Endeavour to perſwade 
him, and join d that known Woman's Rhetorick to 
it, I mean that of Tears: Then I told him that I 
had many Views in going to Virginia, if it ſhould 
be my Fate, which took off all the uneaſy Part of 
it; and if he found himſelf oblig d to go alſo, I 
ſhould eaſily inſtruct him how to manage himſelf, 
ſo as never. to go a Servant at all, eſpecially fince 


I found he was not deſtitute of Money, wich was 


the only Friend in ſach a Condition. 

le ſmild, and faid, he did not tell me he had 
Money; I took him up ſhort, and told him I hop'd 
He did not underſtand by my 28 that I ſhould 
expect any Supply from him if he had Money; that 


on the other Hand, tho J had not a great deal, 


yet I did not want; and while I had any, I would 
rather ad to him, than weaken him in that Article, 


ſieeing whatever he had, J knew in the Caſe of 


Tranſportation he would have Occaſion for. 

I preſs'd going beyond Sea home to him with fo 
many Arguments, and anſwer'd all his own paſſio- 
nate Objections ſo effectually, that he embrac'd me, 

and told me, I treated him with fach 2 — 
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znd Affection as overcame him; that he would take 
my Advice, and would ſtrive to ſubmit to his Fate, 
in hope of having the Comfort of my Aſſiſtance, 
and of ſo faithful a Counſellor, and ſuch a Com- 
panion in his Miſery; but ſtill he put me in mind 
of what I had mention'd before, namely, that 
there might te ſome Way to get off, before he 
went, an\ that it * be poſſible to avoid go- 
ing at all, which he ſaid would be much better. 
I told him he thould ſee, and be fully ſatisfy'd that 
T would dy my utmoſt in that Part too, and if it 
did not ſucceed, yet that I would make good the 
reſt. ' 

We parted after this long Conference, with 
ſuch Teſtimonies of Kindneſs and Affection, as I 
thought were equal, if not ſuperior to that at our 
parting at Dunſtable; and now I ſaw more plainly _ 
than before, the Reaſon why he declin d coming 
at that time any farther with me toward London 
than Dunſtable; and why when we parted there, 
he told me it was not convenient for him to come- 

art of the way to London to bring me going, as 

would otherwiſe have done. | 

He had with the reft of his Misfortunes the good 
Luck not to be actually upon the Spot when the 
Robbery was done, which he was committed for; 
and ſo none of the Perſons robb'd could ſwear to 
him, or had any thing to charge upon him; but it 
ſeems as he was taken with the Gang, one hard- 
mouth d Countryman ſwore home to him; and they 
were like to have others come in according to the 
Publication they had made, ſo that they expectec 
more Evidence againſt him, and for that Reaſon he © 
was kept in hold. | Fe 

However, the Offer which was made to him of 
admitting him to Tranſportation was made, as 1 


| 
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underſtood upon the Interceſſion of ſome great Per- 
ſon, who preſs d him hard to accept of it before a 
Trial; and indeed as he knew there. were ſeveral 
that might come in apainſt him, I thought his 
Friend was in the Right, and I lay at him Night 
and Day to delay it no longer. 8 

At laſt, with much difficulty he gave his Conſent, 
and as he was not therefore admitted to Tranſpor- 
tation in Court, and on his Petition as I was, ſo he 
found himſelf under a difficulty to avoid embarking 
himſelf as I had ſaid he might have done, his great 
Friend, who was his Interceſſor for the Favour of 
that Grant, having given Security for him that he 


ſhould tranſport: Himſelf, and not return within the 


: Term. 0 , 4 : 
l muſt now return to my own Caſe, the time of 
my bang tranſported according to my Sentence was 
near at Hand; my Governeſs who continu d my taft 
Friend, had try'd to obtain a Pardon, but it could 
not be done unleſs with an Expence too heavy for 
my Purſe, conſidering that to be left naked and 
empty, unleſs I had reſolv'd to return to my old 


Tradg again, had been worſe than my Tranſpor- 
tation, . becauſe there I knew I could live, here 1 


It was in the Month of February that I was-with 
ſeven other Convicts, as they call'd us, deliver d 


to a Merchant that traded to Virginia, on board 
a Ship, riding, as they call d it, in Deptford Reach: 
The Officer of the Priſon deliver d us on board, and 


the Maſter of the Veſſel gave a Diſcharge for us. 

We were for that Night clapt under Hatches, 
and kept fo cloſe, that I thought I ſhould have 
been ſuffocated for want of Air, and the next 
Morning the Ship weigh d, and fell down the River 


to a. Place they. call Bygby's Hole, which was done, 


*\ 
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as they told us by the Agreement of the Merchant, 
that all opportunity of Eſcape ſhould be taken 
from us: However when the Ship came thither, and 
caſt Anchor, we were allow'd more Liberty, and parti- 
cularly were permitted to come upon the Deck, but 
not upon the Quarter-Deck, that being kept parti- 
cularly for the Captain, and for Paſſengers, 

When the Boat went off, the Boatſwain came to 
me, and told me the Boat was going off, and that 
he went in it himſelf, and askd me if my Letter 
was ready, he would take care of it; I had pre- 

red myſelf you may be ſure, Pen; Ink and Paper 
mf wry and I had gotten a Letter ready directed 
to my Governeſs, and enclos' another for my fellow 
Priſoner, which however I did not let her know 
was my Husband, in that to my Governeſs, 
Jet her know where the Ship lay, preſs d her 
earneſtly to ſend me what things I knew ſhe had got 
ready for me, for my Voyage. TS | 

When J gave the Boatſwain the Letter, I gave 
him a Shilling with it, which I told him was for 
the Charge of a Meſſenger or Porter, which I en- 
treatel him to ſen! with the Letter, as he came on 
Shore, that if poſſible I might have an Anſwer 
brought back by the ſame Hand, that I might know 
what was Fe:ome of my things, for Sir, ſays , if 
the Ship ſhould go away betore I have them on Board 
I am undone. ans? 

He very honeſtly had my Letter deliver to my 
Governeſſes own Hands, and brought me back an 
Anſwer from her in writing; and when he gave me 
the Anſwer, gave me the Shilling again, there, ſays 
he, there's your Shilling again too, for I deliver d 
the Letter myſelf; I could not tell what to ſay; I 
ws ſo ſurpriz d at the thing; but after ſome Pauſe, 
F ſaid, Sir you are too kind, it had been but _— 

ST 


„ 
No, no, ſays he, I am over paid: What is the 
Gentlewoman your Siſter? | 
No, Sir, ſaid I, ſhe is no Relation to me, but ſhe 
is a dear Friend, .and all the Friends I have in the 
World: Well, ſays he, there are few ſuch Friends 
in the World; why, ſhe crys after you like a Child: 
Ay, fays I again, the would give an hundred Pounds 
I believe, to deliver me from this dreadful Condi- 


tion I am in. 


Would ſhe ſo? ſays he, for half che Money, I 


ourſelf, bat this he ſpoke ſoftly that no Body could 


Alas! Sir, ſaid I, but then that muſt be ſuch a 
| Deliverance as, if I ſhould: be taken again, would 
colt me my Life: Nay, ſaid he, if you were once 


wards, that I can fay nothing to; ſo we dropd 
the Diſcouſe for that lime. 

In the mean time my Governeſs, faĩchful to the 
Taft Moment, convey d my Letter to the Pri ſon to 
my Huſband, and got an Anſwer to ir, and the 
next Day came down herſelf to the Ship, bringing 
me in the firſt Place, a Sea-Bed, and a Sea-Cheſt, 
filld with every thing alm'ſt that I could. want; 


and ſhe was mighty eager with me to treat with 
him; but I had no Mind to it, till J heard whether 


cou'd be at Liberty to go with me or no: At laſt 
I was forc'd to let her into the whole Matter, ex- 
cept only, that of his being my Huſband; I told 
Her.? had made a poſitive Bargain or Agreement 
with him to go, if he could get the Liberty of go- 
ing inthe ſame Ship, and that I found he had Many 

N ö Then 


able that you had paid yourſelf Coach hire then. 


believe, I could put you in a Way how to deliver 


out of the Ship you muſt look to yourſelf after. | 


and I told my Governeſs the Story of the Boatſwain, | 


my Huſband, or fellow Priſoner; fo ſhe call d him, 


"WEE "LT -- 

Then I read a long Lecture to her of what I pro- 
osd to do when we came there, how we could 
plant, ſettle, and in ſhort, grow-zich without any 
more Adventures; and as a great Secret, I told her 
that we were to marry as ſoon as he came on 

board. "70 | 
She ſoon agreed chearfully to my going, when 
ſhe heard this, and ſhe made it her Buſineſs from 
that Time to get him out of the. Priſon in time, 
ſo that he. might go in the ſame Ship with me, 
which at laſt was brought to paſs, tho with great 
Difficulty, and not without all the Forms of a tranſ- 
ported Priſoner Convit, which he really was not 
yet, for he had not been tryd, and which wasa 
great Mortification t him. As our Fate was now 
determin'd, and we were both. on board, actually 
boun i to Virginia, in the deſpicable Quality of 
tranſported Convids Jeſtia'd to be ſold for Slaves, 
I far five Vas, and he under Bonds and Secu- 
rity not to reta:n to ug land any more: He was 
very much deſccted and caſt dyn; the Mortifica- 
tion of being brought on board, as he was like 2 
Priſoner, piqu'd him very much, fince it was firſt 
told him he ſhould tranſport himſelf, and ſo that he 
might go as a Gentleman at liberty: Ir is true he 
was not order d to be ſold when he came there, as we 
were, and for that Reaſon he was oblig d to pay 
fir his Paſſage to the Captain, which we were not; 
as to the reſt, he was as much at a loſs as a Child 


what to do with himſelf, or with what he had, 


but by Directions. | 

Our tirft Buſineſs was to compare our Stock: 
He was very honeſt to me, and told me his Stock 
was pretty good when he came into the Priſon, 
but the living there as he did in a Figure like a 
Gentleman, and which was ten times as much, the 
8 | FF making 
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d ſolliciting his Caſe, had 
been very expenſive ; and in a Word, all his Stock 
that he had left was. an hund ed and eight Pounds, 
which he had about him all in a 
I gave him an Account of my Stock as faithfully, 

that is to ſay, of what I had taken to carry with me, 
which was two hundred forty ſix Pounls, ſome odd 
Shillings, ſo that we had three hundred and fifty 
four Pounds between us, but a worſe gotten Eſtate 

put together to begin the World 


| making of Friends, an 


was ſcarce ever 


Our greateſt Misfortune as to our Stock, was, 
that it was all in Money, which every one knows 
is an unprofitable Cargoe to be carried to the Plans 
tations: I believe his was realty all he had left in 
the World, as he told me it was; but I who had 
between ſeven and eight hundred Fourds in Bank 
when this Diſaſter befel me, and who had one of 
the faithfuleſt Friends in the World to manage it 
for me, conſidering ſhe was a Women of no man- 
ner of religious Principles, had ſtill three hunched 
Pounds left in her Hands, which I reſerv'd, as a- 
bhove, beſides ſome very valuable Things, as parti- 
_cularly two gold Watches, ſome ſmall pieces of 
Plate, and ſome Rings, all ſtolen Goods; the Plate, 
Rings, and Watches were put up in my Cheſt with 
the Money, and with this Fortune, and in the fixty 
fiyſt Year of my Age, I launch'd out into a new 
World, as I may call it, in the Condition (as to 
what appeard) only of a poor naked Convict, or- 
der d to be tranſported in reſpite from the Gallows 
my (_loaths were poor and mean, but not ragged or 
dirty, and none knew in the whole Ship that I. 
had any thing of value about me: | 
. Ini this. Condition I lay for three Weeks in 
not knowing whether I ſhould have my 
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band with me or no; and therefore nat refolving 
how, or in what Manner to receive the honeſt Boa - 
ſwain's Propoſal, which indeed he thought a little 
ſtrange at firſt, | 
At the End of this Time, behold my Huſband 
came on board, he look d with a dejeted angry 
Countenance, his great Heart was ſwell d with Rage 
and Diſdain; to be dragg'd along by three Keepers 
of Newgate, - and put on board like a Convict, 
. when he had not ſo much as been brought to a 
Trial; - he made loud Complaints of it by his 
Friends, (for it ſeems he had ſome Intereſt) but 
his Friends got ſome Check in their Application, 
and were told he had had Favour enough, and that 
they had receiv d ſuch an Account of him ſince the 
laſt Grant of his Tranſportation, that he ought to 
think himſelf very well treated that he was not 
proſecuted a-new. 

At laſt the Captain came aboard, and we found 
him the ſame courteous obliging Man, that the 
Boatſwain had repreſented him * and he was ſo 
well pleaſs d with my Husband's Converſation, 
that in ſhort, he would not let us keep the Cabbirr- 

we had choſen, but gave us one, that open'd into the. 
great Cabbin. / 

Nor were his Conditions exorbitant, or the Man 
craving and eager to make a Prey of us, but for fifreen, 
Guineas we had our whole Paſſage and Proviſion 
and Cabbin, eat at the Captain's Table, and were 
very handſomely Entertain d. | * 
The Captain lay himſelf in the other part of the 
great Cabbin, having let his round Houſe, as they 

1 call it, to a rich Planter, who went over, with his 
Wife, and chree Children, who eat by themſelves; 
he had ſome other ordinary Paſſengers, who Quar- 

ter d in the Steerage, and as for our old * ; 
they 
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they were kept under the Hatches while the Ship | 
lay there, and came very little on the Deck: | C 
Having all Things provided for our Voyage, in 4 
this Condition very chearful, and indeed joyful at . 
being ſo happily accommodated as we were ; we I 
ſet Sail from Bugby's-Hole to Graveſend, where f 
the Ship lay abour ten Days more, and where the 
Captain came on Board for good and all. Here the 
Captain offer'd us a Civility, which indeed we had 
no Reaſon to expect. Namely, to let us go on 


| | Shore, and refreſh ourſelves, upon giving our 2 
1 Words in a ſolemn manner, that we would not go it 
from him, and that we would returm peaceably on 
'8 Board again: This was ſuch an Evidence of his T 
ö Confidence in us, that it overcame my Husband, 1 
b who in a meer Principle of Gratitude, told him as 2 
_ - . 2 
be could not he in any Capacity to make a ſuitable H 
1 return for ſuch a Favour, ſo he could not think of w 
* accepting of it; nor could he be eaſy that the Cap- H 
bt tain ſhould run ſuch a Riſque: After ſome mutual at 
1 Civilities, I gave my Husband a Purſe, in which C 
= + was 80 Guineas, and he puts it into the Captain's By 
s and: There Captain, fays he, there's part of a ne 
4 Pledge for cur Fidelity, if we deal diſhoneſtly with 2 
vou on any Account, tis your own, and on this we te 
went on Shore. FF 7 
Indeed the Captain had aſſurance enough of our 
Refolutions to go, for -that having made ſuch Pro- en 
viſion to ſettle there, it did not ſeem rational that Be 
we would chuſe to remain here at the Expence and an 
Peril of Life, for ſuch it muſt have been, if we had Ce 
been taken again. In a Word, we went all on Shore do 
with the Captain, and ſupp'd together in Graveſ- tre 


end; where we were very Merry, ſtaid all Night, 
lay at the Houſe where we ſupp'd, and came all very 
honeſtly on Board again with him in the * 
NP ere 
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Here we bought ten dozen Bottles of good Beer, 


ſome Wine, ſome Fowls, and ſuch things as we 


thought might be acceptable.on Board. 


e had a fair Eaſterly Wind ſprung up the third 
Day after we came to the Downs, and we faild 
from thence the 10th of April; nor did we touch 
any more at any Place, till being driven on the Coaſt 
of Ireland by a very hard Gale of Wind, the Ship 
came to an Anchor in a little Bay, near the Mouth 
of a River, whofe Namel remember not, but they | 
ſaid the River came down from Limerick, and that 
it was the largeſt River in Ireland. „ 
Here being detain d by bad Weather for ſome 


— 


Time, the Captain who continu'd the ſame kind 
good humour'd Man as at firſt, took us two on Shore 
with him again: He did ir now in kindneſs to my 
Husband indeed, who bore the Sea very ill, and 
was very Sick, eſpecially when it blew ſo hard: 
Here we bought in again ftore of freſh Proviſions, 


_ eſpecially Beet, Pork, Mutron and Fowls, and the 


Captain ſtay'? to Pickle up five or ſix Barrels of 


Beef tolengthen out the Ships ſtore. We were here 


not above five Days, when the Weather turning 
mild, and a fair Wind; we ſet Sail again, and in 
two and Forty Days came ſafe to the Coaſt of 
"on | | 5 

When we drew near to the Shore, the Captain 
eall d me to him, and told me that I muſt get ſome 
Body in the Place to come and buy us as Servants, 
and who muſt anſwer for us to the Governor of the 
Country, if he demanded us; I told him we ſhould 


do as he ſhould direct; fo he brought a Flanter to 
treat with him, as it were for the Purchaſe of thee 


two Servants, my Husband and me, and there we 
were formally ſold to him, and went aà Shore with 
him: The Captain went with us, and carried us to a 
1 | F certain 
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certain Houſe whether it was to be call'd a Tavern 
or not, I know not, but we had a Bow! of Punch 
there made of Rum, Sc. and were very Merry. 
After ſome time the Planter gave us a Certificate of 
Diſcharge, and an Acknowledgement of having 
ſerv d him faithfully, and we were free from him 
the next Morning, to go whither we would. 

For this Piece of Service the Captain demande! 
of us 6000 weight of Tobacco, which he ſaid he 
was Accountable for to his Freighter, and which 


we immediately bought for him, and made, him a 


preſent of 20 Guineas beſides, with which he was 
abundantly ſatisfy d. TIENES 
The firſt. thing I did of Moment after having 

gotten all our Goods on Shore, and plac'd them in 

* a Storehouſe, or Warehouſe, which -with a Lodg- 


j W- ing we hir d at the ſmall Place or Village, where we 


Landed; I fay, the firſt thing was to enquire after 
my Mother, and after my Brother, (that fatal Perſon 
who I married as a Husband, as I have related at 
large ;) a little Enquiry furniſh'd me with Informa- 
tion that Mrs. ———, that is my Mother was 


Dead; that my Brother or (Husband) was alive, 


which Lgonfeſs I was not very glad to hear; but 
which was worſe, I found he was remov'd from the 
Plantation where he liv'd formerly, and where Liiv'd 
with him, and livd with one of his Sons in a Plan- 
tation juſt by the Place where we Landed, and where 
we had hir da Warehouſe. DEP 

Il Iwas a little ſurpriz d at firſt, but as I ventured, 
to ſatisfie myſelf, that he could not know me, I was 
not only perfectly eaſy, but had a great mind to. ſee 
him, ik it was poſſible to do ſo without his ſeeing 
me; in order to that I found out by Enquiry a Plan- 


tation, where he liv'd, and wich a Woman of that 
Place, who I got to help ine, like what we call a 
| . Chairwoman, 
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Chairwoman, I rambl'd about towards the Place, 
as if I had only a Mind to ſee the Country, and 
look about me; at laſt I came ſo near that I ſaw 
the Dwelling-houſe: I ask'd the Woman whoſe 
Plantation that was, the faid, it helong'd to ſuch 
a Man, and looking out a little to our right Hands, 
there, ſays ſhe, is the Gentleman that owns the Plan- 
tation, and his Father with him: What are there 
Chriſtian Names? ſaid I, I know not, ſaid the, 
what the old Gentleman's Name 1s, but his Son's 
Name is Humphry, and I believe, ſays ſhe, the Fa- 
ther's is ſo too: You may gueſs, if you can, what 
a confus d Mixture of Joy and Fright poſſeſt my 
Thoughts upon this Occaſion, for I immediately 
knew that this was no body elſe but my own Son, 
by that Father ſhe ſhew'd me, who was my own 
Brother : I had no Maſk, but I ruffled my Hoods 
ſo about my Face, that I depenlei-upon it, after 
above 20 Years Abſence, and withal not expecting 
any thing of me in that part of the World, he 
would not be able to know any thing of me; but 
I need not have us'd all that Caution, for the old 
Gentleman was grown dim- ſighted by ſome Diſtem- 
per which had fallen upon his Eyes, and could bur 
juſt ſee well enough to walk about, and not run 
againſt a Tree, or into a Ditch. As they drew near 
to us, I ſaid, does he know you, Mrs. Owen? fo 
they calld the Woman? Yes, ſaid ſhe, if he hears 
me ſpeak, he will know me; but he can't ſee well 
enough to know me, or any body elſe ; and fo ſhe 
told me the Story of his Sight, as I have related. 
This made me ſecure, and ſo I threw open my 
Hoods again, and let them paſs by me. It was a 
wretched thing for a Mother thus to ſec her on 


Fon, a handſome comely young Gentleman in flour- 


ihing Circumſtances, and durſt not make herſelf 
known 


L 168 J 
known to him, nor take any Notice of him; let 


any Mother of Children that reads this, conſider 


it, and but think with what Anguiſh of Mind I 
reſtrain d myſelf; what yearnings of Soul I had in 
me to embrace him, and weep over him ; and how 


I thought all my Entrails turn d within me, that 


my very Bowels movd, and I knew not what to do, 
as I now know not how to expreſs thoſe Agonies: 
When he went from me I ſtood gazing and trem- 
bling, and looking after him as long as I could 
ice him ; then-fitting down on the Graſs, juſt at 
a Place I had markd, I made as if I lay down to 
reſt me, but turn'd from her, and lying on my Face, 
wepc, and kifs'd the Ground that he had ſet his 
Foot on. 

J could not conceal my Diſorder ſo much from 
the Woman, but that ſhe perceiv'd it, and thought 
J was not well, which I was oblig d to pretend was 
true; _ which ſhe —— me to riſe, the 
Ground being damp and dangerous, which I did ac- 
cordingly, and walk d away. 

At laſt, as we were going back, I began to en- 
quire into the Circumſtances of the Family, how 
the old Gentlewoman, I mean my Mother, died, 
and how ſhe left what ſhe bad; for my Mother 
Had promis'd me very ſolemnly, that when ſhe died, 
fhe would do ſomething for me, and leave it fo, as 
that, if I was living, I ſhould one way or other 
come. at it, without its being in the Power of her 
Son, my Brother and Huſband, to prevent it: She 
told me, ſhe did not know exactly how it was or- 
derd; but the had been told, that my Mother had 
Icft a Sum of Money, and had tied her Plantation 
for the Payment of it, to be made good to the 
Daughter, if ever ſhe could be heard of, either in 
Eng land, or eliewhere; and that the Truſt was — 
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with this Son, who was the Perſon that we ſaw 
with his Farher. 

Here was a Perplexity that J had not indeed Skill 
to manage myſelf in, neither knew I what Courſe 
to take; it lay heavy upon my Mind Night and 
Day; I could neither ſleep or converſe, ſo that my 
Husband perceiv'd it, and wonder'd what ail d me; 
ſtrove to divert me, but it was all to no Purpoſe; 
he preſs'd me to tell him what it was troubled me, 
but I put it off, till at laſt importuning me conti- 
nually, I was forc'd to form a Story, which yet had 
a plain Truth to lay it upon too; 1 told him I 
was troubled becauſe I found we muſt ſhift our 
Quarters, and alter our Scheme of ſettling, for that 
I found I ſhould be known, if 1 ſtay d in that part 
of the Country, for that my Mother being dead, 
ſeveral of my Relations were come into that Farc 
where we then was, and that I muſt either diſcover 
myſelf to them, which in our preſent Circumſtances 
was not proper on many Accounts, or remove, and 
which to do I knew not, and that this it was that 
made me ſo melancholly, and fo thoughtful. 

In this Perplexity I continu'd a great while, and 
this made my Spouſe very uneaſy ; for he found me 
perplex'd, and yet thought I was not open with him, 
an] did not let him into every part of my Grie- 
vance ; and he would often ſay, he wonder d what 
he had done, that I would not truſt him with what- 
ever it was, eſpecially if it was grievous and afflit- 
ing: The Truth is, he ought to have been truſted 
with every thing; for no Man in the World could 
deſerve better of a Wife; but this was a thing 1 
knew not how to open to him, and yet having no 
body to diſcloſe any part of it to, the Burden was 
too heavy for my Mind; for let them fay what 
they pleaſe of our Sex not being able to keep a Secret, 
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my Life is a plain Conviction to me of the contrary; 


hut be it our Sex, or the Man's Sex, a Secret of Mo- 
ment ſhould always have a Confident, a boſom 
Friend, to whom we may communicate the Joy of 
it, or the Grief of it, be it which it will, or it will 
be a double Weight upon the Spirits, and perhaps 
become even inſupportable in itſelf; and this I ap- 
peal to all human Teſtimony for the Truth of. 
Under the certain Oppreſſion of this Weight 
upon my Mind, I labour d in the Caſe I have been 
wing; and the only Relief I found for it, was 
to Jet my Huſband into ſo much of it, as I thought 
waull convince him of the Neceſſity there was for 
u to think of ſettling in ſome other part of the 
World, and the next Conſideration before us, was, 
which part of the Emphfh Settlements we ſhould 
o to. 
: But new I found a new Difficulty upon me: The 
main Affair grew heavy upon my Mind ſtill, and I 
cou'd not think of going out of the Country, with- 
out ſome how or other making Enquiry into the 
grand Affair of what my Mother had done for me; 
nor could I with any Patience bear the Thought 
of going away, and not make myſelf known to my 
old Huſband, (Brother) or to my Child, his Son, 
only I would fain have had this done without my 
new Huſband having any Knowledge of it, or they 
having any Knowledge of him, or that I had ſuch 
a thing as a Huſband. 
. I caſt about innumerable Ways in my Thoughts 
how this might be done: I would gladly have ſent 
my Huſband away to Carolina, with all our Goods, 
and have come after myſelf; but this was impracti- 
cable, he would never ſtir without me, being him- 
| ſelf perfectly unacquainted with the Country, and 


with the Methods of ſe:tling there, or any * 
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elſe: Then I thought we would both go firſt with 
art of our Goods, and that when we were ſet- Ed, 
ſhould. come back to Virginia, and fetch the Re- 

maindler. 

E had ſuch ſtrong Impreflions on my Mind about 
diſcovering myſelf to my Brother, formerly my Hul- 
band, that I could not withſtand them ; and the ra- 
ther, becauſe it run conſtantly in my Thoughts, 
that if I did not do ir while he livd, I might in 
vain endeavour to convince my Son afterward, that 
J was really the ſame Perſon, and that I was his 
Mother, and ſo might both loſe the aſſiſtance and 
comfort of the Relation, and the benefit of what- 
ever it was my Motuer had left me; and yet on the 
other Hand, I cou'd never think it proper to dif- 
cover myſelf to them in the Circumſtances I was 
in; as well relating to the having a Husband with 
me, as to my being brought over by a legal Tranſ- 
portation, as a Criminal; on both which Accounts 
it was abſolutely neceſſary to me to remove from the 
Place where I was, and come again to him, as from 
another Place, and in another Figure. 

Upon thofe Conſt Jerations, I went on wich tel- 
ling my HusbanJ, the abſolute Neceſſity there was of 
our not Settling in Potowmack River, at leaſt thar 
we ſhould be preſently made publick there, whereas 
it we went to any other Place in the World, we 
thould come in, with as much Reputation, as any 
Family that came to Plant: We reſoly'd to go and 
feek a Settlement in ſome other Colony, and at firſt 
Thoughts, Carolina was the Place we pitch d upon. 

In order to this we hegan to make enquiry for 
Veſſels going to Carolina, and in a very little while 
got Information, that on the other ſide the Bay, as 
they call it, namely, in Maryland there was a Ship, 
which came from Carolina, loaden with Rice, =_ 

© bother 
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ether Goods, and was going back again thither, and 
from thence to Jamaica, with Proviſions: On 
this News, we hird a Sloop to take in our Goods 
and taking as it were a final farewel of Potowmack 
River, we went with all our Cargo over to 
Maryland. 
Well, we came to the Place in five Days failing, 
I think they call it Phz/zps's Point, and behold when 
we came thither, the Ship bound to Carolina, was 
loaded and gone away but three Days before. This 
was a Diſappointment, but however, we were to 
be diſcourag d with nothing; I told my Husband that 
ſince we could not get Faſſage to Carolina, and that 
the Country we were in, was very fertile and good; 
we would if he lik d of it, ſee if we could find out 
any thing for our Turn where we were, and that if 
he likd things we would Settle here. 
Here we bought us two Servants, (viz.) an Eng- 

' iſh Woman-Servant juſt come on Shore from a Ship 
of Leverpool, and a Negro Man-Servant ; things 
abſolutely neceſſary for all People that pretended to 
Settle in that Country: We took up a large picce 
of Land from the Governour of it, in order to 
form our Plantation, and ſo we laid the Thoughts of 
going to Carolina wholly aſide, having been very 
well receiv'd here, and accommodated with a con- 
venient Lodging, till we could prepare things, and 
have Land enough curd, and Timber and Materials 
provided for building us a Houſe, all which we 
manag'd by the Direction of the Quaker; ſo that 
in one Yeats time, we had near fifty Acres of Land 
clear d, part of it enclos d, and ſome of it planted 
with Tobacco, tho' not much; beſides, we had 


Garden-2round, and Corn ſufficient to help ſupply , 


our Servants with Roots, and Herbs, and Bread. 
3 And 


* 
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And now I perſwaded my Husband to let me 
over the Bay again, and enquire after my 

Friends; he was the willinger to conſent to it no, 

becauſe he had Buſineſs upon his Hands ſufficient to 

employ him, beſides his Gun to divert him, which 
they call Hunting there, and which he greatly de- 
lighted. in. 

Our Affair was in a very good Poſture, we pur- 
chaſed of the Proprietors of the Colony, as much 
Land for 35 Pounds, paid in ready Money, as would 
make a ſufficient Plantation to employ between fifty 
and ſixty Servants, and which being well improv'd, 
would be ſufficient to us as long as we could either 
of us live; and as for Children I was paſt the proſ- 
pe& of any thing of that kind. 

But our good Fortune did not end here, I went, 
as | have ſaid, over the Bay, to the Place, where 
my Brother, once a Husband; livd z3 but I did not 
go to the ſame Village, where I was before, but went 
up another great River, on the Faſt ſide of the Ri- 


ver Potowmack, call'd Rapahannock River, and by 


this means came on the back of his Plantation, 
which was large, and by the help of a Navigable 
Creek, or little River, that run into the Rapahar- 

nock, 1 came very near it. 
I was now fully reſolv'l to go up Pornt-blank, 
to my Brother, (Husband) and to tell him who 1 
was; but not knowing what Temper I might find 
him in, or how much out of Temper rather, I might 
make him by ſuch a ralh Viſit, I refolv'd to write 
a Letter to him, firſt to let him know; who I was, 
and that I was come not to give him any trouble 
goon the old Relation, which I hop'd was entirely 
orgot, and out of his Memory ; but that I apply'd 
to him as a Siſter to a Brother, deſiring his Aſſiſt- 
ance in the Caſe of that Proviſion, which our Mo- 
I4. ther 
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ther at Her deceaſe had left for my Support, and 
which I did not doubt but he would do me Juſtice 
in, eſpecially confidering that Iwas come thus far to 
look after it, | 

I faid ſome very tender kind thiggs in the Letter 
about his Son, which I told him he knew to be my 
own Child, and that as I was guilty of nothing 
in Marrying him any more than he was in Marry- 
ing me, neither of us having then known our being 
at all related to one another, | 

I did believe that having receiv'd this Letter, he 
would immediately give it to his Son to read ; I 
having underſtood his Eyes being ſo dim, that he 
cou d not ſee to read it; but it fell out better than 
10, for as his Sight was dim, ſo he had allowd his 
Son to open all Letters that came to his Hand for 
him, and the old Gentleman being from Home, or 
out of the way when my Meſſenger came, my Let- 
rer came directly to my Sons Hand, and he open d 
and read it. 

He call d the Meſſenger in, after ſome little ſtay, 
a ask d him where the Perſon was who gave him 
the Letter, the Meſſenger told him the Place, which 
was about ſeven Miles off, ſo he bid him ſtay, and 
ordering a Horſe to be got ready, and two Servants, 
away he came to me with the Meſſenger: Let any 
one judge the Conſternation I was in, when my 
Meſſenger came back, and told me the old Gentle- 
man was not at Home, but his Son was come along 
wich him, and was juſt coming up to me: I. was 
perfectly confounded, for I knew not whether it 
was Peace or War, nor cou'd I teil how to behave: 
However, I had but a very few Moments to think, 
for my Son was at the Heels of the Meſſenger, and 


coming up into my Lodgings, ask'd the Fellow at 


the Door, ſomething, I ſuppoſe it was, for I did 
| not 
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not hear it, ſo as to underſtand it, which was the 
Gentle woman that ſent him; for the Meſſenger ſaid, 
there ſhe is, Sir; at which he comes directly up to 
me, kiſſes me, took me in his Arms, and embrac'd 


me with ſo much Paſſion, that he could nor ſpeak, 
but 1 could feel his Breaſt heave and throb 


like a Child that cries, but ſobs, and cannot cry it 


Out. . 

I can neither expreſs or deſcribe the Joy that 
touch'd my very Soul, when I found, for it was 
eaſy to diſcover that Part, that he came, not as a 
Stranger, but as a Son to a Mother, and indeed as a 


Son, who had never before known what a Mother 


of his own was, in ſhort, we cryed over one another 
a conſiderable while, when at laſt he broke out 
firſt, My Dear Mother, ſays he, are you fill alive! 
I never expected to have ſeen your Face; as for me, 
I cou'd fay nothing a great while. 7 
After we had both recover d ourſelves a little 
and were able to talk, he told me how things ſtood 


as to what I had written to his Father, he told 


me he had not ſhewed my Lecter to his Father, or + 


told him any thing about it; that what his Grand- 
mother left me was in his Hands, and that he 
would do me juſtice to my full Satisfaction. 

My Son then enquir'd where I was, and how I 
had diſpos d myſelf; I told him I was on the Mar- 
land Side of the Pay, at the Plantation of a par- 
ticular Friend, who came from England in the 
ſame Ship with me, that as for that Side of the Bay 
where he was, I had no Habitation ; he told me, 
I ſhould go home with him, and live with him, if 
I pleas'd, as long as I livd: That as to his Fa- 
ther, he knew no Body, and would never ſo much 
as gueſs at me: I confiderd of that a little, and 
rold him, thay tho' it was really no. Concern to 

15 me 


4 
me to live at a Diſtance from him; yet I could 
not ſay it would be the comfortableſs lng, in 
the World to me to live in the Houſe with him, 
and to have that unhappy Object always before me, 
which had been ſach a Blow to my Peace before. 
He acknowledged that I was right in all this, but 
then, dear Mother, ſays he, you ſhall be as near 
to me as you can; ſo he took me with him on 
Horſeback to a Plantation, next to his own, and 
where I was as well entertain'd as I could have 
teen in hes own; having left me there he went a- 
way home, telling me we would talk of the main 
Buſineſs the next Day, and having firſt called me 
his Aunt, and given a Charge to ho People, who 
it ſeems were bis Tenants, to treat me with all 
poſſible Reſpect: About two Hours after he was 
gone, he ſent me a Maid-ſervant, and a Negro Boy 
to wait on me, and Proviſions ready dreſs d for my 
Supper; and thus I was as if I had been in a new 
World, and began ſecretly now to with that I hal 
not _ ght my Lancaſhire Huſband from England 
t all. | 
Ihe next Morning my Son came to viſit me a- 
gain almoſt as ſoon as I was up; after a little Dif 
courſe, he firſt of all 1 out a Deer-ſkin-Bag, 
and gave it me, with fifty five Spaniſh Piſtoles in 
it, and told me that was to ſupply my Expences 
from England, for tho it was not his Buſineſs to 
enquire, yet he ought to think 1 did not bring a 
great deal of Money out with me, it not being 
uſual to bring much Money into that Country: 
Then he pull'd out his Grandmother's Will, and 
read it over to me, whereby it appear d, that the 
had left a ſmall Plantation, as he call'd it, on York 
| River, that is, where my Mother livd, to me, 
with the Stock of Servants and Cattlg, upon it, and 
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and given it in truſt to this Son of mine for my 
Uſe, whenever he ſhould hear of my being alive, 
and to my Heirs, if I had any Children, and in 
default of Heirs, to whomſoeyer 1 ſhould by Will 
diſpoſe of it, but gave the Income of it, till 1 
ſhould be heard of, or found, to my ſaid Son; and 
if I ſhould not be living, then it was to him, and 
his-Heirs. | 

This Plantation, tho' remote from him, he ſaid 
he did not let out, but manag d it by a head Clerk, 
or Steward, as he did another that was his Father's, 
that lay hard by it, and went over himſelf three 
or four times a Year to look after it; I aſkd him 
what he thought the Plantation might be worth, 
he ſaid, if I would let it out, he would give me 


about ſixty Pounds a Year for it; but if J would 4 


live on it, then it would be worth much more, 
and he believ d would bring me in about 150 J. a 
Year ; but ſeeing I was likely either to ſetcle on 
the other Side the Bay, or might perhaps have a 
Mind to go back to England again, if I would let 
him be my Steward he would manage it for me, 
as he had done for himſelf, and that he :believit - 
he ſhould be able to ſend me as much Tobacco to 
England from it, as would yield me. about 100 J. a 

Year, ſometimes more. ; 
My Sons tender Carriage, and kind Offers fetchd 
Tears from me, almoſt all the while he talk d with 
me; indeed I could ſcarce diſcourſe with him, but 
in the Intervals of my Paſſion ; however, at length 
I began, and expreſſing myſelf with Wonder ar 
my being ſo happy to have the Truſt of what 1 
had left, put into the Hands of my , own Child; 
I told him, that as to the Inheritance of it, I 


had no Child but him in the World, and was no- 


paſt having any, if I ſhould marry, and therefore 
= would - 
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would deſire him to get a Writing drawn, which I 
was ready to execute, by which I would, after me, 
vive it wholly to him and his Heirs; and in the 
mean time ſmiling, I aſk'd him, what made him 
continue a Batchelor ſo long ; his Anſwer was kind, 
and ready; that Virginia did not yield any great 
plenty of Wives, and that ſince I talk d of going 
ack to England, I ſhould ſend him a Wife from 
London. 1 

This was the Subſtance of our firſt Day's Con- 
verſation: A few Days after he brought the Wri- 
tings of Gift, and the Scrivener with them, and 
I fign'd them very freely, and deliverd them to 
him with an hundred Kiſſes ; for ſure nothing ever 
paſs'd between a Mother, and a tender dutiful Child, 
with more Affection: The next Day he brings me 
an Obligation under his Hand and Seal, whereby 
he engag'd himſelf to manage and improve the Plan- 
ration for my Account, with his utmoſt Skill, and 
to remit the Produce to my Order where-ever I 
mould be, and withal, to be obligd himſelf to 
make up the Produce an hundred Pounds a Year, 
ro me: When he had done ſo, he told me, that 
as J came to demand it before the Crop was off, I 
had a Right to the Produce of the current Year, 
and fo he paid me an hundred. Pounds in Spanith 
Pieces of Eight, and deſir d me to give him a Re- 
ceipt for it as in full for that Year, ending at Chri/?- 
mas following ; this being about the latter End of 
Aucuſt. 

I ſtay d here above five Weeks, and indeed had 
much ado to get away then; nay, he would have 
came over the Bay with me, but J would by no 
Means allow him to it ; however, he would fend 
me over ina Sloop of his own, which was built 
ike 4 Yatch, and ferv'd him as well for Pleaſure 
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as Buſineſs : This I accepted of, and ſo after the 
utmoſt Expreſſions, both of Duty and Affection, 
he let ine come away, and J arrivd fate in two 


Days at my Friends the Quakers. 
I related to my Husband all the Particulars of 
of this Voyage, except that I call!d my Son, my 
Couſin; and fiſt I told him, that I had Joſt my 
Watch, which he ſeem d to take as a Misfortune ; 
but then J told him how kind my Coufin had been, 
that my Mother had left me ſuch a' Plantation, 
and that he had preſerv'd it for me, in hopes ſome 
time or other he ſhould hear from me; then I 
told that I had left it to his Management, that 
he would render me a faithful Account of its Pro- 
' duce; and then I pulld him out the hundred 
Pounds in Silver, as the firſt Year's Produce; and 
then pulling out the Deer-ſkin-Purſe, with the 
Piſtoles, and here, my Dear, ſays I, is the gol 
Watch: My Husband (ſo is Heaven's Goodneſs ſure 
to work the ſame Effects in all ſenſible Minds where 
Mercies touch the Heart) lifted up both his Hands, 
and with an Extacy of Joy, What is God a doing, 
ſays he, for ſuch an ungratefal Dog as F am ! Then 
1 let him know what I had brought over in the 
Sloop, beſides all this, I mean Horſes, Hogs, and 
Cows, and other Stores for our Plantation; all 
which added to his Surprize, and filld his Heart 
with Thankfulneſs ; and from this time forward 
1 believe he was as ſincere a Penitent, and as 
thoroughly a reform'd Man, as ever God's Good- } 
neſs brought back from a Profligate, a Highway. |} 
man, and a Robber. | 
We went on with our Plantation, and manag d 
it with the Help and Diverſion of ſuch Friends ay 
we got there by our obliging Behaviour, and eſpe- 
cially the honeſt Quaker, who prov'd a: faithful, 
5h 4 7 generous, 
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generous, and ſteady Friend to us; and we had very 
good Succeſs; for having a flouriſhing Stock to begin 
with, as I have faid ; and this being now encreas d, 
by the Audition of a Hundred and fifty Pounds 
Sterling in Money, we enlarg'd our Number of 
Servants, built us a very d Houſe, and cur'd 
every Year a great deal of Land. The ſecond Year 
'I-wrote to my old Governeſs, giving her part with 
us of the Joy of our Succeſs, and order d her how 
to lay out the Money I had left with her, which 
was 350 Pound, and to ſend it to us in Goods 
which ſhe perform'd, with her uſual Kindneſs and 
Fidelity, and all this arriv'd ſafe to us. 

Here we had a ſupply of all ſorts of Gloaths, as 
well for my Husband, as for myſelf; and I took 
eſpecial care to buy for him all thoſe things that 
I knew he delighted to have; as two good long 
Wigs, two ſilver hilted Swords, three or four fine 
Fowling-Pieces, a fine S addle with Holſters and 
Piſtols very handſome, with a Scarlet Cloak ; and 
in a Word, every thing I could think of to oblige 
him; and to make him appear, as he really was, a 
very fine Gentleman: I order d a good Quantity of 


F - ſuch Houſhold-ſtuff, as we yet wanted, with Linnen 


of all ſorts for us both, as for myſelf, I wanted 
very little of Cloths, or Linnen, being very well 
Furniſhed before: The reſt of my Cargo conſiſted in 
Iron-Work, of all forts, Harneſs for Horſes, Tools, 
Cloaths for Servants, and Woollen-Cloth, Stuffs, 
Serges, Stockings, Shoes, Hats and the like, fach 
as —— wear, and whole pieces alſo to make up 
for Servants, all by direction of the Quaker; and 
all this Cargo arriv'd ſafe, and in good Condition, 
with three Women Servants, luſty Wenches, which 
my old Governeſs had pick d up for me, ſuitable 
enough to the Place, and to the Work we had for 


them 
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14 
them to do; one of which happen d to come double, 
having been got with Child by one of the Seamen 
in the Ship, as ſhe own'd afterwards, before the 
Ship got ſo far as Graveſend ; ſo the brought us 
ll Aa ftout Boy, about ſeven Months after her Landing. 

He was amaz d, and ſtood a while telling upon | 
his Fingers, but ſaid nothing, at laſt he began thus, 
hold lets ſee, ſays he, telling upon his Fingers ſtill; 
and firſt on his Thumb, there's 246 J. in Money | 
at firſt, then two gold Watches, Diamond Rings, 

and Plate, ſays he, upon the fore Finger, then 
upon the next Finger, here's a Plantation on York 
River, a 100/, a Year, then 1 / in Money ; 
then a Sloop load of Horſes, Cows, Hogs and 
Stores, and ſo on to the Thumb again; and now, 
ſays he, a Cargo coſt 2501, in England, and worth 
here twice the Money, well, ſays I, what do you 
make of all that? Make of it, ſays he, why who 
fſays I was deceiv'd, when I married a Wife in Lan- 
ca/hire ? J think 1 have married a Fortune, and a 
very good Fortune too, ſays he. 

In a Word we were now in very conſiderable 
Circumſtances, and every Year encreaſing; for our 
new Plantation grew upon our Hands inſenſibly; 
and in eight Veus which we lived upon it, we 
brought it to ſuch a pitch, that the Produce was, 
at leaſt, 300 J. Sterling a Year ; I mean, worth ſo 
much in England. 2 | 

After I had been a Year at Home again, I went 
over the Bay to ſee my Son, and to receive another 
Year's Income of my Plantation; and I was ſur- 
priz'd to hear, juſt at my Landing there, that my 
old Husband was dead, and had not been bury'd 
above a Fortnight. ris 

1 Some time after this, I let my Son know I was 
marry'd, and invited him over to- ſee us ; and my 
enen, = we 
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Husband wrote a very obliging Letter to him alſo, 
inviting him to come and ſee him; and he came 
accordingly ſome Months after, and happen d to 
be there juſt when my Cargo from England came 
in, which I let him believe belony'd all ro my Hus- 
band's Eſtate, not to me. 
It muſt be obſerv'd, that when the old Wretch, 
my Brother (Husband) was dead, I then freely gave 


my Husband an Account of all chat Affair, and of 


this Couſin, as I had call d him before, being my 
own Son by that miſtaken unhappy Match: He was 
1 eaſy in the Account, and told me he ſhould 
have been as eaſy if the old Man, as we call d 
him, had been alive; for, ſaid he, it was no 
Fault of yours, nor of his; it was a Miſtake im- 
poſſible to be prevented; he only reproachd him 
with. deſiring me to conceal it, and to live with 
him as a Wife, after I knew that he was my Bro- 
ther, that, he ſaid was a vile part: Thus all thefe 


tiittle Difficulties were made eaſy, and we liv'd to- 
gether with the greateſt Kindneſs and Comfort 


imaginable. 
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at Saint Fames-Town, we ſafely arriv d at Kinſale 


o vile a Sinner, and pouring forth an Abundance 
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CHAP. IX. 


Moll Flanders having ſold ber Eftate in Virginia, 
comes over with her Huſband to Ireland, at 70 
Years of Age; Iivd at Galway, and became a 

Widow again. She lines very boneft ; is a great 
Penitent ; makes her laſt Will and Teftament 3 
dies much Iamented'by the Poor; and 1s buried 
in Saint Nicholass Church ; having a Marble 
FTombſtine put over her Grave, with an Epitaph 
cut on it. 


fold our Eſtate in Virginia, and what 
Goods and Plate we had by 'us, we made 
up the Sum of 10090 Pounds, and taking Shipping 


H A VING by the Conſent of my Huſband 


in Ireland, and went tlience to the City of Galway, 
the Place of my Husband's Birth, wha Name was 
Patrick Carrol; and my right Name Elizabeth 
A: king. 

Here we purchas d an Eſtate of 400 Pounds per 
annum, in the ſeventieth Year of my Age, and 
livd very happy and honeſtly with my Huſband 
for two Years, when it pleas'd the irreverſible De- 
cree of Heaven to take him out of the Land of 
the Living, and ſo I became a Widow again. Now 
alſo being on the laſt Stage of my Life, I began ſe- 
riouſly to refle& on the paſt Follies and Wickedneſs 
thereo?, truly repenting of all my former Sins and 
Tranſgreſſions; praying thrice or four Times a Day 
in my Cloſet to God to forgive me, who had been 


of Tears in my private Devotion, to ſhew an utter 
Abhorrence of thoſg Vices of which I had been too 
frequently guilty, I ne- 
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I never miſsd going to Church when well, and 
tho' I had been a moſt unworthy Member of the 
Froteſtant Communion, yet now I hop'd my en- 
deavouring to be a true Penitent wo uld bring me 
into Favour again with a long incenſed God, who 


nad ſuffer d me to run thro a long Series of Wicked- 


of myſel | 
Father, till he was plecas'd to viſit me with a Dropſic 
and Aſthma, or Shortneſs of Breath, whereby find- 


ing Nature daily to decay more and more, and that 


neſs, but in the midſt of many Afflictions, which 
at laſt brought me to a due Senſe of my manifold 
Negligences in the Duties of Religion, which till 

latterly I utterly abhorr'd. 3 | 
Thus I paſt my latter Days in a total Reſignation 
4 to the Will and Pleaſure of my heavenly 


I was not a Woman for this World long, I began 


to ſet my Houſhold in Order, and made my laſt. 


Will and Teſtament as follows. . 


&* in the County of Galway, (being at this 


= I Elizabeth Atkins, of the City of Galway, 
« Time in good and perfect Memory, thro 


© the Mercy of Ged, but weak and fickly in Body) 


« do make this my laſt Will and Teſtament, in 
Manner following; that is to ſay, I give to my 


te deceaſed Husband's Brother, Charles Carrol, all 


„ my real Eſtate, lying about Athlone, in the 
* Counties of Rofcoumon, and Meſt-Meath, and 


& to his Heirs and Aſſigns for ever. 

« Item, I give to my Gardiner, Henry Kelly, the 
« Sum of 50 Pounds of current Moncy of Eng- 
&« land. ; 

e Ttem, To Fane Burke, my Chamber-maid, I 
& give the Sum of 40 Pounds. 


ce ſtem, To Catherine O. Neal, my Cook-Maid, 


& I give the Sum of 30 Pounds. 
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ee lem, To . Macknamarra, my Houſe» 
© maid, 1 give the Sum of 20 Pounds. 

«© ſtem, To my deceas'd Husband's Brother, Ni- 
© ham Carrol, I give all the reſt of my Goods, 
* and Chattels, and perſonal Eſtate whatſoever ;- 
© but out of the ſame to be decently interr d, and 
« all Funeral Charges to be paid, by the ſaid A- 
% ham Carrol. | 
* Laſtly, I make and conſtitute my aboveſaid 


d Brother-in-Law, Charles Carrol, Executor of this 


e my laſt Will and Teſtament, written with my 
© own Hand this 3oth Day of March, in the Year 
of our Lord Chriſt, according to the Engliſh 
© Computation, 1722. 


Eli. Atkins 
deal d, 22 and dec lar d | | 
by the faid Elizabeth At- 
kins, for and as her laft Will 
and Teſtament, in the Fre- 
ſence of Patrick Magey, 
mes Mullens, and ſohn 


alls 


In the time of her Sickneſs, which held for about 


nine Months, ſhe was very penitent, and moſt zea- 
louſly fervent in her Devotion, not in the leaſt 


minding the Aﬀairs of this World, but entirely 


prepar'd herſelf for a future State. She was con- 
ſtantly attended by ſome eminent Divines, but par- 
ticularly one Mr. Price, Maſter of the Free-School 
in Galway. In this godly Diſpoſition for her lat- 
ter End ſhe continu'd till the 10th of April follow. 
ing the Date of her laſt Will and Teſtament, when 


ſhe departed this mortal Life, in the 75th Year of MW 


her Age, to the no ſmall Grief and Sorrow of the 
| Poor, 4 


i 
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Poor, to whom ſhe had been very charitable whilf 


alive; for the allow'd 25 old Men 40 Shillings a- 
piece yearly; to 20 old Women ſhe allow d 30 Shil. 
lings a-piece yearly; and forty Pounds a Year for 
putting out poor Children to be Apprentices. 
No ſooner was the Death of Moll Flanders 
nois'd over the Kingdom of Jreland, but the prime 


Wits of . College in Dublin compos d on her 


the following Elegy. 
Las! what News doth now our Ears invade? 
What Havock has grim Death among us made ? 
With the impetuous Fury of his Dart, 


Moll Flanders he has wounded thro the Heart: 


Moll Flanders, once the Wonder of the Age, 


Whilſt ſhe remain'd on this terreſtrial Stage, 


Is gone to take a Nap for many Years, 
For which ye ought to ſhed as many Tears. 
We mean her chiefeſt Mourners ought to be 


The chief Proficients in all Villany, 


Such Perſons who go on the ſneaking Budge, 

And will for Mops and Pails thrc' Dublin trudge; 
Houſe-breakers, Doxies who can file a Cly, 

And thoſe who out of Shops ſtcal privately. 


But you that can't cry, yet would ſeem to weep, 
"Your Handkerchiefs in Juice of Onions ſteep, 
Then rail 


on the cruel Hand of Fate, 
Which woud not grant Mell's Reign a longer Date. 


A longer Date, faid we? Indeed too long 

She liv'd to do ſome honeſt People wrong; 
Such Wrong, that had ſhe her deſerved Due, 

-She had been whipt, and glimm'd, and hanged too; 
-But all-the Paths of Vice ſo much ſhe trac'd, 


That hanging her had any Tree diſgrac d. 


Howe er take care below, among the Dead, 


Fodor tho the mortal Life of Mol! is fled, 
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She may perhaps as now ye cannot feel, 
Your Shrouds, and Coffins, elſe your Bodies ſteal, 
As Grave-diggers in England do, to be 
Mangled to Pieces in Anatomy. 
But hold, deceaſed Moll we muſt not blame 
Too much, for tho' ſhe glory d in her Shame, 
Of being dextrous Thief, and arrant Whore, 
Yet we ſome Pity for her muſt implore, 
And give her deathleſs Memory ſome Praiſe, 
In that ſhe ended well her latter Days, 
For of her num'rous Sins the did repent, 
And dy'd a very hearty Penitent. 


Death having now clos'd the laft Scene of her 


Life, ſhe lay in State in a very ſplendid Manner, 


her Houſe heing hung from Top to Bottom with 
black Baize, a black Velvet Pall- covering her Cof- 
fin to the Ground, which was rail d round, the 
Room being, all dark, and illuminated with feveral 
wax Tapers put into ſilver Sconces. Having thus 
lain three Days, her Corpſe was carried to St. Ni- 
cholas's Church, being attended thither by all her 
Husband's Relations, both Men and Women, in 
deep Mourning, beſides above one hundred and 
twenty other Perſons, who had gold Rings given 
them, with theſe Words engravd in them, Me- 
mento mori. Elizabetha Atkins obiit 1722; that is, 
Remember to die. Elizabeth Atkins died in 
1722. | | 
Four Women went before ſirewing ſweet Herbs 
and Flowers all the Way; after whom followd 
two Beadles, with their Staves cover d with Cy- 
preſs; next them two Miniſters and the Clerk; 
the Pall was ſupported by the Wives of the Re- 
corder of Galway, the two Sneriffs, the Towne *} 
Clerk, and two other Gentlewoman, led all by 7 


their 


y 
{ 


. = * 
ES 


3 their Hu ahd. 


Eigbt Years war tran 
WO Sho Wealth obtain d by Pain. and Care. 
Of Husbands five, one was her Brother, 
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with the following Epitaph cut on it. 


Ebold the cruel Hand of Death, 
Hath ſnatch'd away Elizabeth. 
Twelve Years fhe was an arrant Whore ; 


Was ſometimes rich, and ſometimes poor; 


Which made her, when ſhe'd no Relief, 


Be full as many Years a Thief. 


In this Carier of Wickeqneſs, 

Poor Betty always had Succeſs ; 

Till caught at laft, was doom d to die, 

But Rope. bing not her 1 
2 


orted, where 


Mich was diſcover d 2 her Mother, 
Tet tho ſhe 1 both hief” and Whore, 
She with this Mate wou live no more. 
Men People all, in after Times, 


i — — the 8 tory of her Crimes, 


ſtand ama d, but more admire 
252 2 ſe bad /hould &er deſire 
. To hve a godly, righteous Life, 
And be a loving, faithful Wife. 
. Of all her Sins? e did repent, 
And really dyd a Fenitent. 


r N * 


4 When the Corps was brought 
into the Church, after the uſual Prayers were faid, 
che Rev. Dr. Shaw preach'd the — Sermon, 
which being over, the was decently interr d in the 
fame Grave with her Hasband; and ſhortly after a 
fine white Marble Tombſione was put over her, 


